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Church Services in the Parish of 

St Thomas, Ashton -in-Makerfield  

Sundays  

St Thomasõs St Lukeõs 

9.00a.m.  Holy Communion  
8.30 a.m.  

Holy Communion  

(1st Sunday Only)  

10.45 am  

Family Worship  

(1st Sunday Parade  

& 4th Sunday  

Family Communion)  

11.00 a.m.  

Family Worship  

(2nd Sunday  

Family Communion)  

6.30 p.m.  

Evening Worship  

(3rd and 5th Sunday  

Holy Communion)  

4.15 p.m.  
Holy Communion  

(3rd Sunday Only)  

Weekdays  

Thursday  

9.45 a.m.  

Holy Communion  

(BCP 1662) 

Other services and Saintsõ Days as 

announced.  Please see weekly 

notice sheet or visit website for 

dates, details or exceptions.  

Parish Office: St Thomasõs Church Vestry, Thursday 6.30 ð 7.30 p.m: For 

all enquiries regarding church matters and arranging baptisms and 

weddings.  Contact - 01942 721484. 

Deadlines:  Handwritten material should be given to Malcolm Taylor, and 

email material to stthomasandstlukesmagazine@gmail.com   

Deadline  October 2016  November 2016  

Hand Written  11th September  9th October  

Computer  18th September  16th October  

Magazine Release  2nd October  30th October  
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Important Parish Information  
Baptisms  
Baptisms are held at St Thomas 

Church at 12.45 on the 2nd & 4th 

Sundays. Baptisms at St Lukeõs are at 

11 am  on the 3rd Sunday.  

 

To qualify for baptism parents should 

live within the parish boundaries or 

be a regular worshipper at St 

Thomasõs/St Lukeõs. Parents and 

Go dpa r ent s s houl d al so b e 

prepared to undertake baptism 

preparation classes.  

Marriage  
You can marry in a C of E church 

of your choice if certain criteria 

are shown to be met. For details 

please contact the vicar or call in 

at Vestry Hour on a Thursday 

evening.  

 

Funerals 
Every parishioner has the right to a 

service in church, followed by a 

committal.  

 

 

Deadlines              2 

Letter from the Vicar             4 

Diary               6 

Parish News               7 
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I didnõt know I was lost!        10 
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Children love stories and we never grow tired of 

them. One of our grandchildren, William told me 

that when Granny gave him some milk, ñI tasted it 

and my mouth said no, no, no. But then I tasted 

some apple juice and my mouth said yes, yes, yes!ò 

He could have said simply that he didnôt like the milk, he 

liked the apple juice. But that wouldnôt have communicated 

half as much about his experience. His was a 

story that let me know in his own words so many 

things, that I could almost taste with him the 

sweetness of the apple juice after tasting less 

than fresh milk.  

 

Stories are key to our encounter with other people. In many 

ways our life stories bind us together, as our anecdotes, 

experiences, feelings, emotions, humour and much more 

become shared experiences. Stories donôt need to embellish, 

they just need to retell, and to communicate with others in a 

way that is more than just description. Many of the most 

compelling stories are those of encounter and journey with 

others -  our life stories engaged and entwined into 

community stories.  

 

Jesus told stories to illustrate his 

message, he tells the good news 

in ways that interests and 

challenges his hearers. Our 

óJourneys of Faithô sermon series 

Letter from the Vicar 
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over the summer introduced us once more to the faith 

stories of men and women of the Old Testament, together 

with the people that journeyed with them. Scripture helps 

us to know and to learn through familiar stories.  

 

We all have our own life stories to tell, 

and Christians all have faith stories to 

share. When we wonder how  to share 

our faith with others, wonder what is the 

secret, or the technique, that works? 

The answer is through our own stories: the óbefore faithô, 

ófinding out about faithô, ódecision to come to faithô and óthe 

difference faith has madeô stories that we have. This 

September we start a new sermon series on sharing our 

faith, where hopefully we can become a little more 

confident in telling our own faith stories.  

 

In a transformed church and community these faith 

conversations will become the norm. Why not 

begin now by sharing with someone that you 

trust? Listen to their stories and tell them your 

own. You will be surprised how uplifting and 

encouraging the hearing and telling will be. You 

will also be ready to when the opportunity arises 

again.  

 
Jeremy Thomas  

Letter from the Vicar 
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Daily / Weekly Events in our Church -  September 2016  

  

Tuesday   Coffee Morning. (Church Hall)  10:00am - 12:00pm  

   Church open for prayer.   7.30 - 8.30pm  

Wednesday  Morning Prayer.     9.00am                           

Thursday   Holy Communion.    9:45am  

   Princes Pantry. (St Lukeôs)  10:00am ð12:00pm  

   Vestry hour.     6.30 - 7.30pm  

 

These are the usual events in our church, please see the notices for 

details of other activities taking place. For details of organisations and 

who to contact see back page of magazine.  

 

Streets for Prayer: This month we are praying for the people who live 

and work in Old Road (Odd numbers)  

TANGO 
TANGO at St. Marks Church,  

Haydock support and resource families within the 
Haydock/Ashton area by providing food; clothing; 

furniture and household items.  
 

If you have any items of furniture that you no 
longer want TANGO will collect Free Of Charge 
from your home.  

 
If you want more information about TANGO or to 

arrange a collection please ring: 01744 607388  
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A grateful thanks  

 
Many of you will know that I have been blessed to 
host two lovely girls from Belarus for a few weeks in 

July/August. One was called Lerya and the other one Kseinya but 

known as Shoosa. We all had a great time helped to a very large 
extent by the welcome and hospitality given us by the people of 
St Thomas and St Luke's.  

 
We had some lovely meals provided for us and the 
girls enjoyed being entertained by other children. 

They also liked the dogs which they met. We had visitors and 
received gifts both of money and clothes which the girls really 
appreciated. 

 
I have taken to the pages of this magazine to express my thanks 
to everyone who helped in anyway to make this so memorable 

both for myself and the girls.  
 
Bobbie Masnyk  
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DIARY:  
 

Wednesday 21st  September Service of  Holy Communion Service and 
Enrolment in Church at 7.30pm.  
 
Wednesday 28th   September  Indoors Members Service at St Mark's 
Church Newtown 7.30pm 

 
I would like to  thank  everyone who last month 
contributed in anyway to make our Light Lunch 
so successful whether it was in helping on the 
stalls and in the kitchen or making cakes. We  raised the 
magnificent sum of £466.90 which goes to MU projects at 

home and overseas. It was great to hear the chatter in the hall which was 
buzzing with the friendship and fellowship that we shared. As always we 
had great support not only from the members but also from the parish as a 
whole and our other regular friends who do support all our events, thank 
you very much. 
 
Advance Notice  
Friday 7th October Women's World day of Prayer in church at 1.30pm 
 
On Thursday 11 August Evelyn Forster one of our oldest members died 
aged 97 years. She had been a member of the MU 54 years and never 
missed a meeting until recent years when she had to move into Garswood 
House. She will be sadly missed by all. On behalf of our members  I would 
like to pass on our sympathy to Pat, Pam and Jean and their families. 
 
Literature Sales  
The Mothers Union Enterprise catalogue with all the 
Christmas Cards,  calendars, books etc is now available 
for you to peruse. Due to the support of  all the branches, including  our 
own, the money received by Liverpool Diocese as a grant related to 
turnover will have a knock on effect by helping to keep subscriptions down. 
This is achieved by the sale of cards etc right through the year but in 
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particular with good Christmas Sales. Maureen Cook our branch rep will be 
delighted to hear from you with your orders.  

 

Holy Cross Day: The Prayer of the Chalice  

Father, to you I raise my whole being,  

A vessel emptied of self. Accept, Lord,  

this my emptiness, and so fil l me with  

yourself -- your  light, love, and life --  

that  these  your precious gifts may  

radiate through me, and overflow  

the chalice of my heart into  

the hearts of all with  

whom I come into  

contact this day,  

revealing   to  

them the beauty  

of your joy and  

wholeness, 

and the  

serenity 

of your peace, 

which nothing can destroy.  

Frances Nuttal, Oxford diocese, England 

 

 

             Love and prayers Barbara  
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óI didnôt know I was lost!ô 
 
ñRejoice with me; I have found 
my lost sheepò   (Luke 15:6) 

 
Some readers may remember the 

media report one August, of a young 
secretary who went missing for some days, through a con -

trick perpetrated by a deceiving businessman.  
 

Eventually she was found, in a somewhat confused state, at 
Basingstoke railway station. Evidently she had been 
completely unaware of the TV news ï and of the public 

concern.  In her own words, at the resulting press 
conference, she confessed, ñI didnôt 

know I was lost until I was found!ò 
 

In this famous fifteenth chapter of Luke, 
Jesusô parable of the lost sheep, the lost 

coin and the lost prodigal son, was 
basically making a single point ï the steadfast 
determination of the eternal Father to do everything 

possible to find and recover every stray individual ï even if 
they were taken by surprise at His seeking love.  

 
Years ago I was leading a hospital ward 

service one Sunday morning, with a little 
team around me. It was still politically 

okay to do so in those days! All I could see 
of one patient was a newspaper, firmly 
held up ï and a thin spiral of cigarette 

smoke that drifted up from behind the paper. Yes, back 
then it was still permitted to smoke in a hospital ward!  
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Two days later I went visiting in the same ward, bed to 
bed. And there was the patient ï a woman in her early 

thirties.  
 

ñSo youôre the one who was speaking on Sunday 
morning!ò she exclaimed. ñI never looked in your direction 

once; I was determined to hide behind my paper and my 
cigarette. But I was listening all the time. And every word 
you said was for me . I want now to follow what you were 

talking about. How do I get started?ò 
 

This is the wonder of Godôs ways with us. Jesus Christ is 
the Shepherd; out on the hills looking, working, seeking 

for that one sheep that is missing from the safety of Godôs 
fold. And when, by the message of His sacrificial love, that 

single ólostô one is reclaimed, the angels are aglow with 
joy. Jesus said so.   
 

What happened to the other patients that Sunday 
morning? Who can tell? But Heaven itself was lit up that 

day over just one .   

 

Richard Bewes  
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Ƌ Quality Workmanship 
Ƌ FREE No Obligation Quotes 

Ƌ Trustworthy & Reliable Service 
Ƌ Over 25 Years Experience 
Ƌ All Aspects of Decorating Covered 

Ƌ No Job Too Small 
 

 

Tel: 01942 716389  
Mob: 07765 078295   
Email: pacreckec@sky.com  
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R. Banks & Son 
(FUNERALS) LTD 

Members of National Association of Funeral Directors, 

Society of Independent Funeral Directors 
 

Director:  Brian Halliwell M.B.I.E. Dip.F.D.  
 

ƍ Pre-paid Funeral Plans 

ƍ Daimler Limousines 

ƍ 24 Hour Service 

Email: rbanksfunerals@callnetuk.com 
Website: www.funeralserviceswigan.co.uk 

Branch Offices    

 PARSONAGE HOUSE 

  100 RAILWAY ROAD 

    LEIGH  

  Telephone: (01942) 261415 

HALLBANK HOUSE  

407 WIGAN ROAD, BRYN 

ASHTON -IN -MAKERFIELD  

Telephone: (01942) 271392 

WINDSOR HOUSE 

232 SCHOLES, WIGAN 

Telephone: (01942) 820526 

CLIFFORD HOUSE  

No. 1 GROVE LANE 

STANDISH 
WIGAN 

Telephone: (01257) 422011 
 

FUNERAL  
DIRECTORS 

AND  
MONUMENTAL  

MASONS 

HALLIWELL HOUSE  
758/768 ORMSKIRK ROAD 
 PEMBERTON, WIGAN  

Telephone:  

(01942) 222156 
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C & A Hornby Ltd  
Plumbing and Heating Services  

11 Rydal Close, Ashton in Makerfield, 
Wigan, WN4 8AU.  

Gas Safe:  11641 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

www.cahornbyplumbing.co.uk 
 

Telephone: Phil on 01942 727890 or 07867 576164 
 

A local family run business, established for over 20 years and CRB 
checked. 

 
Contact us for: 

 

All your plumbing needs including emergencies, repairs and 
replacements. 

× 
Boiler replacements and repairs including full systems and upgrades. 

× 

Gas Fire replacements and repairs. 
× 

All domestic gas work including emergencies. 
Boiler and Gas Fire Service,  Landlords Gas Safety Certificates, House 

Move Gas Safety Certificates. 
× 

All bathroom work undertaken - complete bathroom refurbishment with 
design service. 

× 

All kitchen work undertaken - complete kitchen refurbishment with 
design service. 

× 

Rental Property Maintenance. 
× 

Insurance work undertaken 

× 
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 2B The Gerard Centre 
 Ashton In Makerfield 
 Wigan 
 WN4 9AN 
 Tel: 01942 727159 
 
Qualified Funeral Director Ron Conway (Dip FD, 
BIFD) 
 

24 Hour Personal, Friendly Service to provide 

care, help and support 

Pre-Paid Funeral Plans 

All Aspects of Memorial Work Undertaken 

 

 

http://www.co-operative.coop/funeralcare/
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