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Church Services in the Parish of 

St Thomas, Ashton-in-Makerfield 

Sundays  

St T homas’ s  St Luke’s  

9.00a.m. Holy Communion 
8.30 a.m.  

Holy Communion  

(1st Sunday Only)  

10.45 am 

Family Worship 

(1st Sunday Parade 

& 4th Sunday  

Family Communion) 

11.00 a.m. 

Family Worship  

(2nd Sunday  

Family Communion) 

6.30 p.m. 

Evening Worship 

(3rd and 5th Sunday  

Holy Communion) 

4.15 p.m. 
Holy Communion 

(3rd Sunday Only) 

Weekdays 

Thursday 

9.45 a.m. 

Holy Communion  

(BCP 1662) 

Other services and Saints’ Days as 

announced.  Please see weekly 

notice sheet or visit website for 

dates, details or exceptions. 

Parish Office: St Thomas’s Church Vestry, Thursday 6.30 – 7.30 p.m: For 

all enquiries regarding church matters and arranging baptisms and 

weddings.  Contact - 01942 721484. 

Deadlines: Handwritten material should be given to Malcolm Taylor, and 

email material to stthomasandstlukesmagazine@gmail.com   

Deadline November 2016 December 2016 

Hand Written 9th October 6th November 

Computer 16th October  13th November 

Magazine Release 30th October  27th November 
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Important Parish Information 
Baptisms 
Baptisms are held at St Thomas 

Church at 12.45 on the 2nd & 4th 

Sundays. Baptisms at St Luke’s are at 

11 am  on the 3rd Sunday. 

 

To qualify for baptism parents should 

live within the parish boundaries or 

be a regular worshipper at St 

Thomas’s/St Luke’s. Parents and 

Go dpa r ent s s houl d al so b e 

prepared to undertake baptism 

preparation classes.  

Marriage 
You can marry in a C of E church 

of your choice if certain criteria 

are shown to be met. For details 

please contact the vicar or call in 

at Vestry Hour on a Thursday 

evening. 

 

Funerals 
Every parishioner has the right to a 

service in church, followed by a 

committal. 
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There are some pretty good reasons why thanksgiving 
should be an important part of our approach to life. 
 
Thanksgiving is one of the healthiest of all human 
emotions, it is said that gratitude produces more 
positive emotional energy than any other attitude in life. 
 
Thanking also points to something about the person who is the one offering 
thanks, about their character, about the way they think of others. 

 
Thanking someone puts them centre stage. The 
focus of conversation rests on them for that 
moment. Heartfelt thanks elevates them in the 
thoughts and hearts of those who are thankful.  
 
When thanks are offered to someone in front of 

others, it points others to them, to what they have done, to what we are 
thankful for and to who the person is. 
 
Our Harvest Festival is an obvious 
time where we pause to give thanks 
to God, an occasion of joy and 
celebration reflecting on all the 
good things that God has given to 
and done for his people. This is a 
great time of year to focus on God’s 
provision and His love that this 
demonstrates. We thank him for 
the blessings of life. 
 
All the more powerful as a witness to God is our thanksgiving in the times 
when life is difficult. We need not be thankful for the difficult times, but 

Letter from the Vicar 
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thankful in them. This is very different. Being thankful to 
God in troubled times allows us to see past them and 
ultimately to use them for good.  
 
We say thank you to God when we spend time with Him, 
when we reach out to others, when we serve in His 
name, when we share our 

faith, when we speak of his son Jesus, when we 
reach out to hurting people, when we praise him 
from our hearts whatever season of life we are 
in. 
 
Reviewing the reasons to be thankful above; 
placing God as the object of our thanks - benefits ourselves, testifies to our 
character as Christians and most importantly places Him centre stage, 
elevated in the thoughts of the thankful and those who hear.  
 
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love endures forever. Psalm 
107:1 

Jeremy Thomas 

Letter from the Vicar 

For advertising in the Church magazine, please contact 
Rachel Webster on 01942 273453. 

 

For magazine delivery please contact Jack Stuart on 01942 
276972 

 

Or to be added to the mailing list and receive the magazine 
online please visit  

www.stthomasstluke.org.uk  
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Daily / Weekly Events in our Church - October 2016 

  

Tuesday  Coffee Morning. (Church Hall) 10:00am-12:00pm 

   Church open for prayer.  7.30-8.30pm 

Wednesday Morning Prayer.    9.00am                           

Thursday   Holy Communion.   9:45am 

   Princes Pantry. (St Luke’s)  10:00am—12:00pm 

   Vestry hour.    6.30-7.30pm 

 

These are the usual events in our church, please see the notices for 

details of other activities taking place. For details of organisations and 

who to contact see back page of magazine. 

 

Streets for Prayer: This month we are praying for the people who live 

and work in Old Road (Even numbers) 

TANGO 
TANGO at St. Marks Church,  

Haydock support and resource families within the 
Haydock/Ashton area by providing food; clothing; 

furniture and household items.  
 

If you have any items of furniture that you no 
longer want TANGO will collect Free Of Charge 
from your home. 

 
If you want more information about TANGO or to 

arrange a collection please ring: 01744 607388  
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An Evening of Music 
 

A Musical Evening given by Pemberton Old Wigan DW 
Youth Brass Band, Musical Director John Dom- Duncan, 
Frank Lowe (Organ) and children from Rectory CE School will be held in 
Holy Trinity Church, Rectory Road, North Ashton on Friday, 14th. 
October at 7.30pm.  Tickets £5 including refreshments available from 
Frank Lowe ( 01942 728531). Proceeds will be shared equally between 
the band and Holy Trinity 
Church.  
 
Duke of Edinburgh 
 
The group are holding a 
Comic Convention on 
Saturday 15 October in 
aid of both the group 
funds and Derian House 
Children's Hospice. There 
will be lots of stalls, 
refreshments and the 
chance to meet your 
favourite hero. 
 
Entry £1.00, under 5's 
free. 
 
Venue St Thomas 
Church Hall 10.00am to 
4.00pm 
 
Find us on Facebook @ 
TOM.COM-CON 
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DIARY: 
 

Thursday 6th October Indoor Members Service at St Mark's 
Church, Newtown at 7.30pm 
 
Friday 7th October Women’s World Day of Prayer in St Thomas’ 
Church at 1.30pm  
 
Wednesday 19th October at St Thomas’ Church Hall at 7.30pm.  Speaker 
is George Seddon a Silverline Volunteer. This meeting is open to anyone 
interested in the topic of loneliness. 
 
In 1876 Mothers’ Union founder Mary Sumner had printed a run of fifty 
cards with practical advice for mothers. There was a hymn on one side and, 
on the reverse, the following text: 
 
‘Remember that your children are given up, body and soul, to Jesus Christ 
in Holy Baptism, and that your duty is to train them for His service. 
 
1. Try by God's help, to make them obedient, truthful and pure. 
2. Never allow coarse jests, bad angry words, or low talk in your house. 

Speak gently. 
3. You are strongly advised never to give your children beer, wine or 

spirits without doctor's orders, or to send young people to the public 
house. 

4. Do not allow your girls to go about the streets at night, and keep 
them from unsafe companions and from dangerous amusements. 

5. Be careful that your children do not read bad books, or police reports. 
6. Set them a good example in word and deed. 
7. Kneel down, and pray to God morning 

and evening and teach your children to 
pray. 

8. Try to read a few verses of the Bible 
daily, and come to Church as regularly as 
possible.' 
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Living Lord, 
 
We give you our thanks for the life of Mothers’ Union and for your love so 
freely given that is still alive and active in us as we celebrate our 140th year.  
 
We thank you for the memories, and ask that you will strengthen and 
empower us for the future. 
 
We seek to walk with you Lord, and we desire to take your 
love out into the world 
 
Strengthen us to do this, with fresh inspiration and vision. 
We also give you thanks, for what began in such a small 
way, is now known as the Mothers’ Union Worldwide. 
 
May we continue to be your hands, to bring support: your 
feet to follow where you lead; and your voice to bring love, hope and 
compassion. 
 
May many lives be enriched and transformed through all that we do in your 
name. Without you in our lives, what we do is in vain. 
 
Help us Lord, to strengthen our prayer lives, so that we may become 
channels of your love with all those we meet in our everyday lives.  
 
We ask all this in the name of the living Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
Amen. 
 
Wendy Roberts 
 

             Love and prayers Barbara 
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St. Thomas’ C of E Primary 

School   
 

 
New Academic Year 

 

It is back to school after the summer 

break and Mrs Jones, teachers, staff 

and all the pupils sincerely hope that all 

our church family have had a peaceful 

relaxing summer.  

 

On our first day back, Tuesday 6th September, all 

children were very excited about going into their new 

class rooms with new teachers, with some having moved 

from the infants into the juniors (feeling very grown 

up).  We also welcomed our new reception class who 

have settled in very quickly and happily, making lots of 

new friends and experimenting new things making 

learning ‘’fun’’.  

 

The new school year could not have started on a more 

positive way than with our full school assembly, led by 

Mrs Jones (Head Teacher).  
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Mrs Jones’ main message to everyone was to be brave 

and don’t be afraid of trying new things, not to give up 

without having a go even when you think you can’t do 

something.  

 

At the end of the assembly Thomas Oaks and Rowan 

Smith, members of our School Ethos Team, said a very 

meaningful prayer:  

 

New Term and New Year  

We have had a time to rest, 
And now we are full of 
energy. 
We have had a time to think, 
And now are full of ideas. 
We have had a time to stop, 
And now it is time to get going. 
Be with us, God, we pray. 
 

Bible Verse: Joshua 1:9 

Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be 

discouraged, for the Lord your God, will be with you 

wherever you go.  

 

In Christian Love, 

Elaine Mateus.  
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▪ Quality Workmanship 
▪ FREE No Obligation Quotes 

▪ Trustworthy & Reliable Service 
▪ Over 25 Years Experience 
▪ All Aspects of Decorating Covered 

▪ No Job Too Small 
 

 

Tel: 01942 716389 
Mob: 07765 078295  
Email: pacreckec@sky.com 
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R. Banks & Son 
(FUNERALS) LTD 

Members of National Association of Funeral Directors, 

Society of Independe nt Funeral Directors  
 

Director:  Brian Halliwell M.B.I.E. Dip.F.D. 
 

● Pre-paid Funeral Plans 

● Daimler Limousines 

● 24 Hour Service 

Email: rbanksfunerals@callnetuk.com 
Website: www.funeralserviceswigan.co.uk 

Branch Offices    

 PARSONAGE HOUSE 

  100 RAILWAY ROAD 

    LEIGH 

  Telephone: (01942) 261415 

HALLBANK HOUSE 

407 WIGAN ROAD, BRYN 

ASHTON-IN-MAKERFIELD 

Telephone: (01942) 271392 

WINDSOR HOUSE 

232 SCHOLES, WIGAN 

Telephone: (01942) 820526 

CLIFFORD HOUSE 

No. 1 GROVE LANE 

STANDISH 
WIGAN 

Telephone: (01257) 422011 
 

FUNERAL 
DIRECTORS 

AND 
MONUMENTAL  

MASONS  

HALLIWELL HOUSE 
758/768 ORMSKIRK ROAD 
 PEMBERTON, WIGAN 

Telephone:  

(01942) 222156 
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C & A Hornby Ltd 
Plumbing and Heating Services 

11 Rydal Close, Ashton in Makerfield, 
Wigan, WN4 8AU. 

Gas Safe:  11641 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

www.cahornbyplumbing.co.uk 
 

Telephone: Phil on 01942 727890 or 07867 576164 
 

A local family run business, established for over 20 years and CRB 
checked. 

 
Contact us for: 

 

All your plumbing needs including emergencies, repairs and 
replacements. 

 
Boiler replacements and repairs including full systems and upgrades. 

 

Gas Fire replacements and repairs. 
 

All domestic gas work including emergencies. 
Boiler and Gas Fire Service,  Landlords Gas Safety Certificates, House 

Move Gas Safety Certificates. 
 

All bathroom work undertaken - complete bathroom refurbishment with 
design service. 

 

All kitchen work undertaken - complete kitchen refurbishment with 
design service. 

 

Rental Property Maintenance. 
 

Insurance work undertaken 
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 2B The Gerard Centre 
 Ashton In Makerfield 
 Wigan 
 WN4 9AN 
 Tel: 01942 727159 
 
Qualified Funeral Director Ron Conway (Dip FD, 
BIFD) 
 

24 Hour Personal, Friendly Service to provide 

care, help and support 

Pre-Paid Funeral Plans 

All Aspects of Memorial Work Undertaken 

 

 

http://www.co-operative.coop/funeralcare/
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LYNDA BUNTING  

BSc (Hons) Podiatry, M.Ch.S 
HPC Registered 

CHIROPODY/PODIATRY 
HOME VISITING SERVICE  

IN YOUR AREA 
 

      Prices from 
     £18 

      Including Foot Massage 
 

Treatment for all conditions 
causing foot discomfort 

Evening Appointments Available  
 

For an appointment please 

telephone 
01942 730857 / 07835 446505 

ORRELL CHIROPODY  
PRACTICE  

HCPC Registered 
10 Gathurst Road, Orrell 

  

Routine Foot Care 
 

Verrucae Treatments  
 

 Nail Surgery  
 

Dr Comfort shoes  
 

HOME VISITS for the elderly and 
infirm  

Tel: 01942 215391 

www.orrellchiropody.co.uk 

General Maintenance/

Handyman 

Tiling/Fencing/

Flagging 

Gardening 

Kitchen and Bathroom 

Fits 

For a prompt and reliable service at 

affordable prices call Paul on 07954 

408653  

KEITH TATHAM 

Upholstery & Antique Renovations 

Furniture Repair & Re-styling 
CUSTOMER CAR PARKING 

TEL: 01942 727605 

WORKSHOP 

115-117 BOLTON ROAD 

ASHTON-IN-MAKERFIELD 
 

MEMBER OF  

THE ASSOCIATION  

OF MASTER 

UPHOLSTERERS 

 

All Vehicle Repairs  
Carried Out 

Includes: Servicing, 
Diagnostics, Clutches, Timing 

Belts and more…… 
 

Please phone 07845 180838 or 
call in for a FREE quote 

McG Auto Repairs Ltd 

Cranberry Lodge Garage (behind 

Macwest Motors)  

Wigan Road Ashton in Makerfield  

WN4 0BZ 

www.mcgautorepairs.co.uk  

http://www.mcgautorepairs.co.uk/
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R & T Lewis Catering 
70 Simpkin Street, Abram, Wigan, Lancashire WN2 5PT 

Home: 01942 861457   Mobile :07889784512  
Web: www.R&TLewiscatering.co.uk     

Find us on Facebook—R&T Lewis Catering  
 

R&T Lewis Catering is a family run catering business with  
an excellent reputation for delivering a first class service.   

Our experience in outside catering enables us to cater for any 
occasion.  

We specialise in  Hot & Cold Buffet Service (7 Days a Week) 
 

Whatever the Occasion each function will receive our personal 
attention 

 
An Example of one of our popular funeral buffet is detailed below 

 
Assorted Fresh Cut Sandwiches  

(Ham/Turkey/Egg Mayo/ 
Cheese & Onion) 
Hot new Potatoes 
Assorted Quiche 

Whist Pie 
Sausage Rolls 

Open Finger Rolls 
Salmon &Cucumber 
Assorted Savouries 
Crisp Green Salad 

Cheese Board 
Assortment of Small Cakes 

Scones with Jam & Fresh Cream 
£4.00 per head 

 
Tea & Coffee (for a small extra charge) 

  All buffets ordered can be delivered to either the venue or the 
home. 

We have varied hot & cold buffet menus as well as a varied choice of  
set meal menus, ensuring that all requirements can be met.   

All menus can be adapted to suit individual customer requirements. 
References and Testimonials are available on request. 
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FAMILY-RUN BUSINESS FOR OVER 20 YEARS 
 

   

 

LANDSCAPING, FENCING, PATIOS 
 

   

 

GARDENS DESIGNED AND BUILT 
 

   

 

PRIVATE AND COMMERCIAL GARDEN 
MAINTENANCE 

 
   

 

HEADSTONES AND GRAVES LEVELLED AND 
TIDIED UP 

 
 

PHONE: 01257 483561 
MOBILE: 07813 643930 

EMAIL: graham.bailey15@yahoo.co.uk  
 

Directors: G Bailey, C Bailey and L Bailey 
VAT Number 768/1716/00 Company Reg No. 4172616 
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St Thomas’ Flowers 

 

DATE 

 

LADIES ON DUTY 

1ST 

OCT 

 

MRS LAITES, MRS MALLEY, MRS VELLA 

8TH 

OCT 

 

MRS EDWARDSON, MRS COOK, KAYLEIGH SPEAKMAN 

15TH 

OCT 

 

MRS LYON, MRS PILLING, MRS DAVIES 

22ND 

OCT 

 

MRS LAITES, MRS MALLEY, MRS VELLA 

29TH 

OCT 

 

MRS EDWARDSON, MRS COOK, KAYLEIGH SPEAKMAN 

FLOWERS IN CHURCH DURING OCTOBER 

DATE ALTAR  LADY CHAPEL 

2ND 

OCT 

 

HARVEST—CONGREGATION 

 

HARVEST—CONGREGATION 

 

9TH 

OCT 

 

HARVEST—CONGREGATION 

 

HARVEST—CONGREGATION 

 

16TH 

OCT 

In loving memory of John Jolley 

from Gladys and family 

 

VACANT 

 

24TH 

OCT 

 

VACANT 

 

VACANT 

 

31ST 

OCT 

 

VACANT 

In remembrance of Doug and 

Jessie Evans Wedding 

Anniversary from Hazel 
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FLOWER GUILD DONATIONS 

 

In loving memory of Gwen Dickinson (7th October) from Joe and family.  

 

In memory of Elaine Hibbert from Dianne, Phil and Ken. 

 

In loving memory of Robert Hedley Hilton and Robert Ian Hilton 

(Anniversary 26th October and Birthday 14th November) from Margaret, 

Alison, Adrian, Rebecca and Christopher. 

TOTAL £125 

St Thomas’ Flowers 

St Thomas’ Flower Guild 
Coffee Morning 

Saturday 29th October 
10 am—12 noon in the Church Hall 
 

TOMBOLA 
RAFFLE 

CAKE STALL 
ACCESSORIES STALL—HANDBAGS, 

JEWELLERY, SCARVES ETC…. 
 

All contributions gratefully received. 

Please come and support us and enjoy the fellowship 

FORTHCOMING EVENT 
CHRISTMAS SPARKLE 

Flower Demonstration by Frank of 

Springfield Flowers.  Wednesday 30th November 
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Please place your donation in an 

envelope with your full name and 

amount written on it. Please hand in 

at church or post to the vicarage.  

Please make any cheques payable 

to St Thomas’ PCC. If you want the 

donation to be for something 

specific, please write clearly on the 

envelope.  
 

Thank you. 

GIFT AID 

If you  are a UK tax payer and 

would like church to be able to 

claim back 25p for every £1 you 

donate, please  complete  a Gift 

Aid form or state on your 

envelope that you  are a UK tax 

payer, would like the donation to 

be Gift Aided and include your 

full name and address.  

St Thomas’ Donations October 

2016 

 

With Thanks for Home Communion:   
Alice Ashley, Georgina Jones, Brenda Percival 

 

If you want to discuss any issues around wills and legacies please 
ring the Parish Treasurer Sarah Riley on 01942 722747 

 

Funds currently in use are: Africa Fund, Audio Visual, Church Hall, Building 

& Maintenance, Garden of Rest, General, Grave Maintenance, Heath 

Road Graveyard, Heating and Youth worker 

Unless otherwise stated donations will go into the General Fund. 

 

TOTAL DONATIONS RECEIVED BY ST THOMAS’ 

OCTOBER 2016    £1125 

 

Other Donations:     
Marian Bullen, Olive van der Boon, Joanna Wooff, Emma Khan, 

Chris Wooff 
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In Loving Memory of 
 

My Beloved Husband Albert Topping from Emily Topping 

 

Robert Hedley Hilton and Robert Ian Hilton  
From Margaret, Alison Adrian, Rebecca and Christopher 

 
Piers Unsworth, Mary Alice Unsworth and Clifford Unsworth  

From Jack, Barbara, Ann Marie and John 

 
Evelyn Forster from her nephews  

Christopher Forster and Ian Forster 
 

Evelyn Forster from Hilda Edwardson 

 
Evelyn Forster from Betty and Stan Shaw 

 

Evelyn Forster from Margaret Lyon 
 

Evelyn Forster from Barbara and Malcolm 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

In Celebration of Barbara and Harold’s  

60th Wedding Anniversary (11th August 2016) 

In Loving Memory of Clifford Unsworth (16th April 2016) 

David & Christine Unsworth Alan & Susan Prescott 

Derek and Elisabeth Lodge David and Dorothy and Paul 

Thompson 

Doreen Lee Jack & Barbara Unsworth 

Brian Unsworth Tom & Christine Banks 
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In Loving Memory of Evelyn Elsie Forster 

 
Donations to Garden of Rest 

Pat, Pam, Jean and Families 

Auntie Muriel and Family Ken, Audrey and Family 

Carol, Billy and Family Paul Yates and Family 

Barbara Walker Auntie Jean and Family 

Avis Bullough Joyce Smith 

Jill and Peter Hazel Wakeley 

Lily, Lisa and Family Rose Sylvester 

Brenda, Tony and Family Barbara and Dave 

Mr and Mrs M Jones Margaret and Lilian 

In memory of 
 

Connie 
 

A loving wife and mum from Ken and Dianne 
 

Margaret Mooney 

 
A dear friend from 

 

Margaret Cook 
 

Michael and Carole Pye 
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Africa Fund 

Africa Fund Evening Meal 

On Saturday 3rd September we held our annual evening 
meal at St Luke’s to provide much needed income for 
our Africa Fund. The fund supports two Christian 
projects in South West Uganda: a children’s home at 
Rukungiri and the Kigezi Diocese Water and Sanitation Project which 
provides outlying communities with access to clean water and proper 
sanitation. Both projects play a massive part in saving and changing lives.  
 
During the meal we were brilliantly entertained by Alex Hancock and her 
accompanist Aristi. The meal and the raffle raised a combined total £590. 
Special thanks go to those who cooked and served our meals 
 
Africa Fund Sponsored Walk 

A week later, we held a 
sponsored walk to raise money 
for the Africa Fund. The walk took 
us from the church hall car park 
to Carr Mill and then back to 
Ashton via a different route. The 
final total has yet to be 
determined but at the time of writing we appear to heading for 
approximately £1,100.  
 
This is a great effort which was achieved thanks to: the commitment of the 
17 people who turned out on the day, the kindness of those who came out 
to support us and the generosity of the many sponsors. The following 
picture was taken on the church hall car park at the start of our walk.  
 
Each month a number of generous donors support the Africa fund with 
standing orders. However, the monthly income does not match our 
donations from the fund to the projects we support. Events like the 
sponsored walk and the evening meal therefore play an invaluable part in 
helping us to meet our commitments. 
 
Chris Wooff 
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Pete's Dragon (PG) Directed by David Lowery 

Stars: Bryce Dallas Howard, Oakes Fegley, Wes Bentley, Robert Redford, Karl 

Urban, Oona Laurence, Isiah Whitlock Jr, Marcus Henderson, and Steve Barr 

In a Nutshell: If you ever needed any proof that Disney just can't stop firing on all 

cylinders, then check out this latest of their remakes of classic fare, and how they 

turned such an peculiar movie as the original into this whimsical and wonderful 

stirring piece of family drama is anyone's guess... but by golly, it's just fantastic! 

Really doing something a bit different and more adult with the tale while still 

cleaving close to the basic layout of a great family movie with all the usual 

characters and plot movements... it's simply a great showcase in how to do a 

terrific family movie. You have a strong cast of reliable faces with both Redford and 

Howard on sterling form and Urban as terrific as ever as the antagonist of the piece 

as opposed to an actual villain, while the youngsters Fegley and Laurence are both 

lovely. Elliot the dragon himself is pretty spectacular but does flirt with being a bit  

too cuddly and furry and runs over into unrealism sometimes... he feels real and 

terrific when interacting with Pete but still can veer into unrealism simply due to his  

cute nature. It's still fairly incredible though... this is really and truly a terrific family  

movie that does everything you need, it thrills and it enthralls and will touch your 

soul... it's beautiful and exciting and simply a must. Who was ever expecting that  

from a Pete's Dragon reboot? It's just magic.... Rating: 9/10 

 

David Brent: Life on the Road (15) Directed by Ricky Gervais 

Stars: Ricky Gervais, Ben Bailey Smith, Tom Bennett, Rebecca Gethings, 

Mandeep Dhillon, Abbie Murphy, Jo Hartley, Miles Chapman, Andrew 

Brooke, and Tom Basden 

In a Nutshell: It's hard sometimes finding a line between something 

that is so embarassing and so cringe worthy that how can it make for 

great entertainment, but also something that is still really funny and 

actually full of pathos too... and quite handily, this movie straddles that line with 

aplomb. Then again it's always been something Ricky has been known for.... the 

cringe comedy, from Extras through to Life's Too Short and Derek at times too. It's  

a balancing act pulled off with aplomb, because all the while you're really cringing 

at Brent's behaviour and his deluded nature at hoping he can pull off being a 

megastar but at the same time as the story progresses you start to feel sorry and 

sympathetic for him as well, which moves it along to something other than simply  

something to laugh at, you have someone to feel for. Ricky as ever fits seamlessly 

into this role, he's perfect and he's backed up by a splendid support cast of lovely  
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unknown faces mainly but all who do great and create 

believable characters in the real -life scenario. The music tows a 

line too... you're meant to believe it's all  rubbish but while Ricky 

as Brent makes it seem that way, some of the songs are 

genuinely fun and really good... it's walking a line again 

between naff and fairly good. Overall this won't be for everyone, 

the cringey nature sees to that.... but if you want something just 

really funny and fascinating but aren't afraid to cringe.... let's get 

on the road again! Rating: 8/10 

 

Also Seen:  

Suicide Squad (15) 7/10  

The Boss (15) 7/10 (watched on plane) 

Keanu (15) 8/10 (watched on plane) 

Popstar: Never Stop Never Stopping (15) 10/10  

Sausage Party (15) 8/10  

The Mechanic: Resurrection (15) 7/10 

 

Also Out in October 

 

The Girl on the Train (15) (Oct 5th)    Blood Father (15) (Oct 7th)  

War on Everyone (15) (Oct 7th)   Monster High (U) (Oct 7th)  

American Honey (15) (Oct 14th)    Inferno (12A) (Oct 14th) 

Storks (U) (Oct 14th)      I, Daniel Blake (15) (Oct 21st) 

Jack Reacher: Never Go Back (15) (Oct 21st) Trolls (PG) (Oct 21st)  

Keeping Up with the Joneses (15) (Oct 21st)  The Queen of Katwe (PG) (Oct  

        21st)  

Ozzy (15) (Oct 21st)     Doctor Strange (12A) (Oct 28th)  
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Funerals - “May they rest in peace” 

Holy Baptism -  
“We welcome them into the Lord’s family” 

Holy Matrimony - “All the days of their lives” 

15th 

Aug. 
Barbara Lopez Avon Road 64yrs 

16th 

Aug. 
Margaret Mooney Moorland Road 79yrs 

23rd 

Aug. 
Evelyn Forster Garswood House 97yrs 

10th 

Sept.  
Andrew Neil Palmer & Emma Louise Benson 

16th 

Sept.  
Joe Andrew Carolan & Sara Worthington 

28th 

Aug.  

Sophie Mae Fraser Weavermill Park 

Lottie-Rae Owen Lily Place 

Theo Joseph Harry Noone Heath Road 

11th 

Sept.  

Ave Elizabeth Bartlett Woodedge 

Juliette Alice Bullen Alderton Drive  
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Church Organisations in the Parish of 

St Thomas, Ashton-in Makerfield 

Boys Brigade 
Captain: Gareth Hamlett (07903866501 ) 

Anchor Boys (Tuesday: 5.45 p.m.) 
Olwen Wright (389595) 

Junior Section (Tuesday 6.45 p.m.) 
Kat Duckworth (07517486188) 

Company Section (Tuesday: 7.30 p.m.) 
Contact Gareth Hamlett  

Girl Guides 

Rainbows (Tuesday: 5.30 p.m.) 
Anne Wooff (724207) 

3rd & 4th Ashton Brownies 
(Wednesday and Thursday: 6.30 pm) 
Irene Taylor (Wednesday) (703410) 

Susan Hughes (Thursday) (725291) 

St Luke’s Brownies (Thurs: 6.15 p.m.)  
Susan Hughes (725291) 

3rd Ashton Guides & Ranger Guides 

(Tuesday: 7.15 p.m.) 
Rachel Starkie (718350)  

Music Group Mary Owen (203277) 

Sunday – 10.45 a.m. 
 

St Thomas’ Choir 

Sunday - 10.45 a.m. & 6.30 p.m. 

Practice – Thursday: 7.00 p.m. 
Paul Tushingham (711085) 

Coffee Mornings at St Thomas’ 

Tues - 10 a.m.  

Thurs - (after 9.45 a.m. communion) 
Barbara Taylor (205136) 

Children’s Sunday Clubs  – 10.45 a.m. 

Bubbles (Pre-School) 

Splash (R-Y2), Xstream (Y3-Y6) 

Bell Tower (Y7-Y11)  
Sue Thomas (727275) 

sue@stthomasandstluke.co.uk  

 

St Luke’s Over Sixties 

Monday – 2.00 p.m. 

Meet at Stubshaw Cross Labour Club 

St. Luke’s Donation Secretary 
Mike Pye (517318) 

Wednesday Weenies 
Wed – 1.00 p.m.: Jan Cornthwaite 

(721626) 

St. Luke’s Treasurer 
John Boon 

Youth Work 
Sue Thomas (727275) 

The PCC Secretary 
Dorothy Burgess (701542) 

dottib1@yahoo.co.uk  

Duke of Edinburgh’s Award (14-18+) 

Sunday 6.30pm Church Hall 
Ceri Mansell (727417) 

Flower Guild 
Meta Laites (723679) 

St Thomas’ Mothers’ Union 
3rd Wed: 7.30 p.m.: Barbara Taylor (205136) 

Bowling Club 
Henry Hunter (712709) 
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Church Officials in the Parish of 
St Thomas, Ashton-in Makerfield 

Vicar 

Rev Jeremy Thomas 

(727275) 

Curate 
Rev Sam Green 

(389940) 

Administrator 

Rachael Campbell   

721484 Parish office 

Ordained Local Minister 

Rev Izzy Schafer 

(717300) 

Readers 

Malcolm Bold       Carole Pye 

(276379)                 (517318) 

Alan Harrison        
(718618)                 

Tricia Hancox        

(201540)                 

Scott Campbell     

(711086)                 

St Thomas’ Church Wardens 

Ken Laites 

(723679) 

Paula Gillespie 
(711270) 

Deputy Wardens -  

Barbara Taylor 

(205136) 

Nigel Robinson 
(726597) 

Electoral Roll Secretary 

Paul Weston  

(202649) 

St Luke’s Church Warden 

Carole Pye  

(517318) 

Treasurer (St Thomas) 

Sarah Riley  

(07712 584954)  

Church Architect 

Mr B. Schafer 

(717300) 

St Thomas’ Organist & Choirmaster 

Paul Tushingham 

(711085)  

Church Hall Secretary 

Rachael Campbell 

721484 (Parish Office) 

F.W.O. Secretary 

Jackie Wilson 

(712368) 

Gift Aid Secretary 

Clare Hayton 

(273183) 

St Thomas’ Donations Secretary 

Anita Archer 

(760082) 

Magazine Co-ordinator 

Jack Stuart 

(726972) 

Magazine Editor 

Rachel Webster 

(273453 - contact for advertising) 


