
1 St. Thomas and St. Luke’s Church Magazine May 2017 

 

May 2017 



2 St. Thomas and St. Luke’s Church Magazine May 2017 

 

Church Services in the Parish of 

St Thomas, Ashton-in-Makerfield 

Sundays  

St T homas’ s  St Luke’s  

9.00a.m. Holy Communion 

11.00 a.m. Family Worship  

(2nd Sunday  

Family Communion)  

10.45 am 

Family Worship 

(1st Sunday Parade 

& 4th Sunday  

Family Communion) 

6.30 p.m. 

Evening Worship 

(3rd and 5th Sunday  

Holy Communion) 

Weekdays 

Thursday 

9.45 a.m. 

Holy Communion  

(BCP 1662) 

Other services and Saints’ Days as 

announced.  Please see weekly 

notice sheet or visit website for 

dates, details or exceptions. 

Deadlines: Handwritten material should be given to Malcolm Taylor, and 

email material to stthomasandstlukesmagazine@gmail.com   

Deadline June 2017 July 2017 

Hand Written 7th May 11th June 

Computer 14th May 18th June 

Magazine Release 28th May 2nd July 
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Important Parish Information 
Baptisms 
Baptisms are held at St Thomas 

Church at 12.45 on the 2nd & 4th 

Sundays. Baptisms at St Luke’s are at 

11 am  on the 3rd Sunday. 

 

To qualify for baptism parents should 

live within the parish boundaries or 

be a regular worshipper at St 

Thomas’s/St Luke’s. Parents and 

Go dpa r ent s s houl d al so b e 

prepared to undertake baptism 

preparation classes.  

Marriage 
You can marry in a C of E church 

of your choice if certain criteria 

are shown to be met. For details 

please contact the vicar.  

 

 

Funerals 

Every parishioner has the right to a 

service in church, followed by a 

committal. 

 

 

Deadlines             2 

Letter from the Vicar           4 

Diary              6 

Parish News               7 

Women at the Well           8 

Mothers Union          10 

Messy  Easter                        12 

St Thomas’ Flower Guild        26 

St Luke’s Flowers          27  

St Thomas’ Donations         28 

A Gravestone in St Thomas’s Churchyard     31 

The Film Review with Rob Carson       34 

Our Page           36 

Mouse Makes          37 

Registers            38 

Booking Baptisms and Weddings 
We are now encouraging everyone who would like to book a baptism or 
wedding to come to the family service at either St Thomas (10.45am) or St 
Luke’s (11am) and bookings will be taken afterwards.  There will no longer 
be a Vestry Hour. 
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We are called to play our part in the next stage of the 
journey that St Thomas’ church building has 
taken since the first one was built over 500 
years ago. Our worship community has 
journeyed through the rebuilding of the church 
in 1893, onward to our most recent 
refurbishment under our Open for You project, 
completed in 2010. 
 
This journey is marked by God’s provision, his faithfulness, 
love and blessing. It is a journey of people responding to 
Jesus, and learning to follow him sacrificially and with joy. 
In our Fit for the Future project we journey forward again 
aiming for the efficiency, flexibility and accessibility of our 
building; a building fit for this time, and for future people 
who will gather in community for worship, prayer, bible 
reading, service and outreach. A building that may be a 
central facility for our community. 

 
We have included with the magazine this 
month our Fit for the Future brochure which 
outlines the plans for the project and the 
financial commitment required to achieve it. 

In overview, the plans are to replace the failing heating 
system with an efficient and modern system - including 
flexible seating, and installing new audio and visual 
systems. 

Letter from the Vicar 
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Support of this project will entail sacrifice once more. We 
may choose to sacrifice financially in giving to the 
project, and also for some, sacrifice some of the 
tradition that we value, but we do so in the knowledge 
that we are but one step on the journey of 
this building. As we seek to hand on the 
privilege of this space to the future church 
community -  our ch ildren and 
grandchildren. 
 
I pray that God will guide you and bless 
you as you consider your support for our Fit for the 
Future project. Please add your prayers to ours as we 
move forward with Fit for the Future. Do get in touch 
with us if you would like more information. 
 
Jeremy Thomas 

Letter from the Vicar 

Verse for the Year 
 
‘Let us think of ways to motivate one another to acts of 
love and good works. And let us not neglect our meeting 
together’  
  
Hebrews 24-25a (NLT) 
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Daily / Weekly Events in our Church - May 2017  

Tuesday  Coffee Morning. (Church Hall) 10:00am-12:00pm 

   Church open for prayer.  7.30-8.30pm 

Wednesday Morning Prayer.    9.00am                           

Thursday   Holy Communion.   9:45am 

   Vestry hour.    6.30-7.30pm 

 

These are the usual events in our church, please see the notices for 

details of other activities taking place. For details of organisations and 

who to contact see back page of magazine. 

 

Streets for Prayer: This month we are praying for the people who live 

and work in Gerrard Street shops (Odds and Evens), The Gerard 

Centre, Wigan  Road shops (to the traffic lights) 

TANGO 
TANGO at St. Marks Church, Haydock support and 

resource families within the Haydock/Ashton area 
by providing food; clothing; furniture and household 

items.  
 

If you have any items of furniture that you no 
longer want TANGO will collect Free Of Charge 
from your home. 

 
If you want more information about TANGO or to 

arrange a collection please ring: 01744 607388  
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Parish Administrator 
 
We are delighted to tell you that Jo Pollitt is our 

new parish administrator. She will be in the office 
at St Thomas’ on Mondays, Thursdays and Fridays 
mornings from 9-11am. 

 
Church Hall 

 

I must take this opportunity on behalf of us all in 
thanking Keith Whittle and his two volunteer 
assistants Peter and Valery, who are two of our 

asylum seekers, who took to their paint brushes and completed 
the glossing of the outside fascias etc of the two halls. This 
completes a task which Keith took on board last year when again 

assisted by asylum seeking volunteers they painted the outside 
with creosote.  
 
There is always much maintenance work to do in and around all 

our buildings and the voluntary help of this nature provided by 
Keith Peter and Valery is indispensable. Can you help? 
Malcolm 

 
Thanks 

 

In a church congregation such as ours at St 
Thomas and St Luke's we really on many people 
doing jobs on voluntary basis and it is important 

that we appreciate these sometimes individual 
and sometimes team efforts. Easter is a time when much goes on 
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in the parish and I would like to use the medium of the magazine 
just to thank some of those involved in efforts which have come to 
my knowledge.    

 
 Without naming individuals (there were so many) 
thanks to everyone involved in the Easter Egg Hunt 

which culminated in some 300 adults and children 
arriving in church to be met with messy church type 
activities and acres of cakes etc.  

 
Thanks to all who took any part in the memorable 
Easter Services beginning with Palm Sunday and 

ending with the joyous celebration of Easter Day. 
 
Thanks to Maureen Cook who using her undoubted 

skills with the sewing machine has provided us with 
ten new purificators for use in the communion services. Not to forget 
the efforts of Maureen and David Dalton who volunteered for the 
unenviable task of ordering the fish and chips for 

Good Friday. 
 
I know that this can only be a snapshot of what is 

actually being done in our parish but please be 
assured that you are all greatly appreciated. 
 

Malcolm 
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DIARY 
 

Wednesday 17 May in the Church Hall at 7.30pm the speaker is 
Angela Danby "My life as a journalist" 
 

‘Bucket and Spade Appeal 2017’  
 
With the arrival of Spring our thoughts will no doubt 

be turning to warmer days and holidays and days 
out. The MU have suggested that it is an appropriate 
time to remind all members of the special Appeal 
which June launched at the MU Information day in 

October last year. The suggestion is that all branches 
provide a bucket - the sandcastle kind - to be displayed at all 
branch meetings for a coin collection. 

 
There is the possibility that the understanding of the AFIA project 
can be extended to include all ages, maybe to include outings and 

trips for senior members of families. It was pointed out that our 
mission is to support FAMILIES in all their forms and we are 
increasingly aware of our ageing 

population. It is felt that maybe we 
could offer a trip to someone who 
would appreciate a break for a 

short time.  
 
 
I do hope that at our Branch we 

can support June’s appeal. It will 
not be costly but will hopefully be another demonstration of our 
faith in action. 
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Almighty God, our heavenly Father,  
the privilege is ours to be called to share in the 
loving, healing 
and reconciling mission of your Son Jesus Christ 
our Lord, in 
this age and wherever we are.  
Since without you we can do no good thing,  
may your Spirit make us wise; 
may your Spirit guide us; 
may your Spirit renew us;  
may your Spirit strengthen us  
so that we will be strong in faith,  
discerning in proclamation,   
courageous in witness  
and persistent in good deeds. 
This we ask through the same Jesus Christ our Lord 
Amen 

Love and prayers  
Barbara 

For advertising in the Church magazine, please contact 
Rachel Webster on 01942 273453. 

 

For magazine delivery please contact Jack Stuart on 01942 
276972 

 

Or to be added to the mailing list and receive the magazine 
online please visit  

www.stthomasstluke.org.uk  

to sign up! 
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Easter Messiness 
 

 
 
 

For the last three years the Easter Egg trail around Ashton has 
ended in St Thomas’ with drinks, cakes, prayer and Messy Church 
crafts. This year we welcomed over 500 people and had some great 

conversations!  
 
Do you remember making chatterboxes? We made some with an 

Easter theme complete with bible verses. As always, we had to have 
an edible table, transforming plain biscuits into a crown of thorns 
with a coat of icing and a mixture of broken matchmakers and bran 

flakes. Messy but tasty!  
 
The third activity was simple but effective – a cross was made with 
masking tape and then the page was coloured in enthusiastically 

with either pastels or crayons. Removing the tape revealed a vivid 
white cross against a colourful background. 
 

Six families came back to Messy Good Friday which was encouraging 
for all the team.  
 

We had ten different activity tables: 
 

● Hammering a nail into a piece of wood and thinking about 

what it must have been like for Jesus as he was nailed onto 
the cross 

● Making your own miniature tomb and the stone on a clothes 

peg – as you open the peg the stone ‘rolls’ away! 
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● Taking a fig roll and with help with a tube of 

icing transforming it into a bible – the best 
place to find out more about Jesus 

● Thinking of as many words relating to Easter 

and writing them on an polystyrene egg to 
take home and think about 

● Comparing the dull black side of a cross with 

the side that we coloured in the brightest of 
colours and then imagining the despair 

Jesus’ friends felt on Friday compared to the elation of 
Sunday! 

● Dipping our feet in paint and walking up and 

along Jesus’ cross, thinking about the things that 
we’ve done wrong and the reason Jesus died 
● Being prayed for as we had our feet washed 
● Rolling marbles around in paint and then 

creating a crazy picture – of course tradition says 
that the stone in front of the tomb was rolled away 
● Colouring in an Easter bookmark and having 

it laminated to take home and use 
● Discovering and enjoying the different activities on the Easter 

Assortment table 

 
After watching a game of noughts and crosses that was 
transformed into a picture of the empty tomb and three crosses on 

a hill, we worshipped together and prayed thanks for our food 
before tucking into fish fingers and chips! 
 

On Easter morning a large team of children and their families 
hunted for almost 60 polystyrene eggs and swapped them for 
chocolate ones.  

 
Thanks to our young people for helping to keep everyone safe and 
the great team of helpers of all ages at all our Messy Meetings over 
Easter! 
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▪ Quality Workmanship 
▪ FREE No Obligation Quotes 

▪ Trustworthy & Reliable Service 
▪ Over 25 Years Experience 
▪ All Aspects of Decorating Covered 

▪ No Job Too Small 
 

 

Tel: 01942 716389 
Mob: 07765 078295  
Email: pacreckec@sky.com 
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Tel: 01942 803516 Mobile: 07769 717836 
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R. Banks & Son 
(FUNERALS) LTD 

Members of National Association of Funeral Directors, 

Society of Independe nt Funeral Directors  
 

Director:  Brian Halliwell M.B.I.E. Dip.F.D. 
 

● Pre-paid Funeral Plans 

● Daimler Limousines 

● 24 Hour Service 

Email: rbanksfunerals@callnetuk.com 
Website: www.funeralserviceswigan.co.uk 

Branch Offices    

 PARSONAGE HOUSE 

  100 RAILWAY ROAD 

    LEIGH 

  Telephone: (01942) 261415 

HALLBANK HOUSE 

407 WIGAN ROAD, BRYN 

ASHTON-IN-MAKERFIELD 

Telephone: (01942) 271392 

WINDSOR HOUSE 

232 SCHOLES, WIGAN 

Telephone: (01942) 820526 

CLIFFORD HOUSE 

No. 1 GROVE LANE 

STANDISH 
WIGAN 

Telephone: (01257) 422011 
 

FUNERAL 
DIRECTORS 

AND 
MONUMENTAL  

MASONS  

HALLIWELL HOUSE 
758/768 ORMSKIRK ROAD 
 PEMBERTON, WIGAN 

Telephone:  

(01942) 222156 



19 St. Thomas and St. Luke’s Church Magazine May 2017 

 



20 St. Thomas and St. Luke’s Church Magazine May 2017 

 

C & A Hornby Ltd 
Plumbing and Heating Services 

11 Rydal Close, Ashton in Makerfield, 
Wigan, WN4 8AU. 

Gas Safe:  11641 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

www.cahornbyplumbing.co.uk 
 

Telephone: Phil on 01942 727890 or 07867 576164 
 

A local family run business, established for over 20 years and CRB 
checked. 

 
Contact us for: 

 

All your plumbing needs including emergencies, repairs and 
replacements. 

 
Boiler replacements and repairs including full systems and upgrades. 

 

Gas Fire replacements and repairs. 
 

All domestic gas work including emergencies. 
Boiler and Gas Fire Service,  Landlords Gas Safety Certificates, House 

Move Gas Safety Certificates. 
 

All bathroom work undertaken - complete bathroom refurbishment with 
design service. 

 

All kitchen work undertaken - complete kitchen refurbishment with 
design service. 

 

Rental Property Maintenance. 
 

Insurance work undertaken 

 
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 2B The Gerard Centre 
 Ashton In Makerfield 
 Wigan 
 WN4 9AN 
 Tel: 01942 727159 
 
Qualified Funeral Director Ron Conway (Dip FD, 
BIFD) 
 

24 Hour Personal, Friendly Service to provide 

care, help and support 

Pre-Paid Funeral Plans 

All Aspects of Memorial Work Undertaken 

 

 

http://www.co-operative.coop/funeralcare/
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LYNDA BUNTING  

BSc (Hons) Podiatry, M.Ch.S 
HPC Registered 

CHIROPODY/PODIATRY 
HOME VISITING SERVICE  

IN YOUR AREA 
 

      Prices from 
     £18 

      Including Foot Massage 
 

Treatment for all conditions 
causing foot discomfort 

Evening Appointments Available  
 

For an appointment please 

telephone 
01942 730857 / 07835 446505 

ORRELL CHIROPODY  
PRACTICE  

HCPC Registered 
10 Gathurst Road, Orrell 

  

Routine Foot Care 
 

Verrucae Treatments  
 

 Nail Surgery  
 

Dr Comfort shoes  
 

HOME VISITS for the elderly and 
infirm  

Tel: 01942 215391 

www.orrellchiropody.co.uk 

General Maintenance/

Handyman 

Tiling/Fencing/

Flagging 

Gardening 

Kitchen and Bathroom 

Fits 

For a prompt and reliable service at 

affordable prices call Paul on 07954 

408653  

KEITH TATHAM 

Upholstery & Antique Renovations 

Furniture Repair & Re-styling 
CUSTOMER CAR PARKING 

TEL: 01942 727605 

WORKSHOP 

115-117 BOLTON ROAD 

ASHTON-IN-MAKERFIELD 
 

MEMBER OF  

THE ASSOCIATION  

OF MASTER 

UPHOLSTERERS 

 

All Vehicle Repairs  
Carried Out 

Includes: Servicing, 
Diagnostics, Clutches, Timing 

Belts and more…… 
 

Please phone 07845 180838 or 
call in for a FREE quote 

McG Auto Repairs Ltd 

Cranberry Lodge Garage (behind 

Macwest Motors)  

Wigan Road Ashton in Makerfield  

WN4 0BZ 

www.mcgautorepairs.co.uk  

http://www.mcgautorepairs.co.uk/
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R & T Lewis Catering 
70 Simpkin Street, Abram, Wigan, Lancashire WN2 5PT 

Home: 01942 861457   Mobile :07889784512  
Web: www.R&TLewiscatering.co.uk     

Find us on Facebook—R&T Lewis Catering  
 

R&T Lewis Catering is a family run catering business with  
an excellent reputation for delivering a first class service.   

Our experience in outside catering enables us to cater for any 
occasion.  

We specialise in  Hot & Cold Buffet Service (7 Days a Week) 
 

Whatever the Occasion each function will receive our personal 
attention 

 
An Example of one of our popular funeral buffet is detailed below 

 
Assorted Fresh Cut Sandwiches  

(Ham/Turkey/Egg Mayo/ 
Cheese & Onion) 
Hot new Potatoes 
Assorted Quiche 

Whist Pie 
Sausage Rolls 

Open Finger Rolls 
Salmon &Cucumber 
Assorted Savouries 
Crisp Green Salad 

Cheese Board 
Assortment of Small Cakes 

Scones with Jam & Fresh Cream 
£4.00 per head 

 
Tea & Coffee (for a small extra charge) 

  All buffets ordered can be delivered to either the venue or the 
home. 

We have varied hot & cold buffet menus as well as a varied choice of  
set meal menus, ensuring that all requirements can be met.   

All menus can be adapted to suit individual customer requirements. 
References and Testimonials are available on request. 
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FAMILY-RUN BUSINESS FOR OVER 20 YEARS 
 

   

 

LANDSCAPING, FENCING, PATIOS 
 

   

 

GARDENS DESIGNED AND BUILT 
 

   

 

PRIVATE AND COMMERCIAL GARDEN 
MAINTENANCE 

 
   

 

HEADSTONES AND GRAVES LEVELLED AND 
TIDIED UP 

 
 

PHONE: 01257 483561 
MOBILE: 07813 643930 

EMAIL: graham.bailey15@yahoo.co.uk  
 

Directors: G Bailey, C Bailey and L Bailey 
VAT Number 768/1716/00 Company Reg No. 4172616 
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LADIES ON DUTY 

6TH 

MAY 

 

MRS LAITES, MRS MALLEY, MRS VELLA 

13TH 

MAY 

 

MRS EDWARDSON, MRS COOK, KAYLEIGH SPEAKMAN 

20TH 

MAY 

 

MRS LYON, MRS PILLING, MRS DAVIES 

27TH 

MAY 

 

MRS LAITES, MRS MALLEY, MRS VELLA 

St Thomas’ Flowers 

FLOWERS IN CHURCH DURING MAY 

DATE ALTAR  LADY CHAPEL 

7TH 

MAY 

Birthday remembrance of 

Anne Forchaw a dear 

Auntie and Godmother 

from Irene 

VACANT 

14TH 

MAY 

In memory of all loved 

ones from Brenda Percival 

Birthday memories of Susan 

Cherrington (16th May). A dear 

wife, Mum, daughter, sister and 

Auntie.  

21ST 

MAY 

Birthday memories of Joe 

Middlehurst (22nd May). A 

dear husband, Dad, 

Grandad and Great 

Grandad 

In memory of all loved ones from 

Mrs Wood and family and Mr 

&Mrs Lawton and family 

28TH 

MAY 

VACANT Birthday remembrance of Debra 

Davies (31st May). A dear Mum, 

daughter, sister and Aunty.  
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FLOWER GUILD DONATIONS 

 

In loving memory of Austin Bullen, a dear husband, Dad and Grandad.  From 

his wife Jean, Karen and Keith, Jaki and Simon, Toni and Ben 

St Thomas’ Flowers 

THANK YOU 

 

The Flower Guild wish to thank everyone who gave so generously towards 

the cost of Easter flowers to decorate the Church to celebrate the 

resurrection of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ  

FLOWERS IN CHURCH FOR APRIL/MAY 

30TH 

APRIL 

In loving memory of Florence Ladyman from all the family - 

Linda & Michael  

7TH 

MAY 

 

VACANT 

14TH 

MAY 

In loving memory of Mum and Dad on their Wedding 

Anniversary from Mrs J. Whittle  

21ST 

MAY 

 

VACANT 

28TH 

MAY 

In Remembrance of Elaine Hibbert(25th May) from Ken 

Lockett 
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Please place your donation in an 

envelope with your full name and 

amount written on it. Please hand in 

at church or post to the vicarage.  

Please make any cheques payable 

to St Thomas’ PCC. If you want the 

donation to be for something 

specific, please write clearly on the 

envelope.  
 

Thank you. 

GIFT AID 

If you  are a UK tax payer and 

would like church to be able to 

claim back 25p for every £1 you 

donate, please  complete  a Gift 

Aid form or state on your 

envelope that you  are a UK tax 

payer, would like the donation to 

be Gift Aided and include your 

full name and address.  

St Thomas’ Donations  

May 2017 

With Thanks for Home Communion:   
Harry Winstanley, Gladys Jolley, Brenda Percival,  

Stan and Betty Shaw, Jean Brown 

 

If you want to discuss any issues around wills and legacies please 
ring the Parish Treasurer Sarah Riley on 01942 722747 

 

Funds currently in use are: Africa Fund, Audio Visual, Church Hall, Building 

& Maintenance, Garden of Rest, General, Grave Maintenance, Heath 

Road Graveyard, Heating and Youth worker 

Unless otherwise stated donations will go into the General Fund. 

 

TOTAL DONATIONS RECEIVED BY ST THOMAS’ 

  MAY 2017    £566.20 

 

Other Donations:     
Africa Fund:  Jane Andrews, John Holden, Keith Whittle 

General: Marion Pilling, Mrs Burney, Anon 
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In Loving Memory of 

 
Margaret Peet, a dear sister and aunt, from Eric Gill and Jamie 

 
Phyllis Barnett from Sandra Ferry 

 
James and Stuart Brown from Jean Brown 

 

A dear friend Jean Hartley (5th March 2017) from Avis Bullough 
 

Pat McIlwee, a loving mum and nana,  
from Linda, Karen and Families 

 

Birthday Remembrance of 
 

Anne Forshaw (6th May), a lovely, dear mum, nan and great nan 
from Marjorie, Sarah, Paul, Sam, Ben and Zoe 

 

Birthday and Anniversary Remembrance of 
 

Ian David McLaren (3 May and 10 May) , a dearly loved brother 

From Pauline, Kevin, Susan, Nick, Jack and Scarlett 
 

Anniversary Remembrance of 
 

Ina McLaren (23 May), a dearly loved mum and grandma,  

from Pauline, Kevin, Susan, Nick, Jack and Scarlett 
 

Gordon Lyon, a loving Husband, Dad and Grandad (13th May). 
Sadly Missed.  From Marie, Barbara, John, Madolyn, Rob, David,  

Sharon, Ruby and Geena 

 
My much loved daughter Andrea Jane Livesley.   

Forever in my thoughts.  Mum 
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Birthday Memories (May 22nd) and Anniversary Remembrance 

(June 3rd) of Joseph Middlehurst,   

a loving Husband, Dad, Grandad and Great-Grandad 

Freda Craig Nicola and Nicola 

Karen, Jimmy, Laura Andrew,  Amelia, Gary Leah, Mason  

& Alyssia  

Wendy, Adrian, Michael and 

Bethany 

Tracy, Ian, Ethan and Jessica 

Birthday Memories  (May 16th) of Susan Cherrington  
 a loving Wife, Mum, Daughter, Sister and Auntie 

Samuel & Matthew Mum 

Karen, Jimmy, Laura, Andrew, Amelia, Gary, Leah, Mason &  

Alyssia  

Craig, Nicola and Nicola 

Wendy, Adrian, Michael and 

Bethany 

Tracy, Ian, Ethan and Jessica 

Birthday Memories (May 31st) of Debra Davies  
 a loving Mum, Daughter, Sister and Auntie 

Craig Nicola and Nicola Mum 

Karen, Jimmy, Laura, Andrew, Amelia, Gary, Leah, Mason  

& Alyssia  

Wendy, Adrian, Michael and 

Bethany 

Tracy, Ian, Ethan and Jessica 
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A Gravestone in St. Thomas' Churchyard 
 
Have you ever stood in a churchyard reading the 
inscription on a gravestone and wondering about the 

life story of the occupant of the grave? A grave with a 
very interesting story lies within St. Thomas' 
churchyard, Warrington Road. The inscription reads 

 
 "Beneath this Tomb are laid the mortal remains of John 
Whitley, The Younger, who was born in Ashton February 
25th 1803 and died at Holme Island July 25th 1839".  
 
John Whitley, the younger, like his father John Whitley the elder, was 
the owner and manager of a hingemaking business on Gerard Street, 

Ashton. After the death of John Whitley, the younger, successive 
generations of the Whitley family retained ownership of the 
hingemaking business until 1921. Few Ashtonians will recall the name 

of "John Whitley & Son" whose factory occupied 
the site on Gerard Street until it was taken over by 
a more familiar name in Ashton, "Thomas 

Crompton & Sons", in 1921. 
 
John Whitley, the elder, was born in 1759 near Great Budworth, 

Cheshire. Arriving in Ashton in 1788 John became a partner with 
William Clowes, of Ashton, in the "Clowes & Whitley" lock and 
hingemaking business. William died in 1796 and the business became 
"John Whitley" hinge and bolt manufacturers, Gerard Street, Ashton. 

 
John Whitley, the elder, owned a substantial house in Ashton but 
unfortunately no documents give its actual location. He owned 

property and lands in Ashton and had interests in coalmines in St. 
Helens and in salt works on the River Weaver in Cheshire.  
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"Whitley's Square" occupied the location of the present day Gerard 
Shopping Centre and was surrounded by warehouses, hingemaking 
workshops and smithies. The "Whitley Houses" on Heath Road, 

near the "Commercial Inn" provided housing at low rents for some 
of his workers.  
 

John Whitley's son, John Whitley the younger, was born in 1803 
and became a partner in the "John Whitley & Son" hingemaking 
business. In 1828 he bought the Abram Hall Estate, near Wigan, 

with the title lord of the manor of Abram.  
 
John lived on the estate at Brookside House 

which still exists today on Bickershaw Lane, 
Abram. He retained his late father’s business 
interests and in 1835, in partnership with 

Abraham Ackers of Bickershaw Hall, he 
established Bickershaw Colliery under the 
ownership of "Ackers & Whitley & Company".  
 

In 1830, in Dublin, John married Olivia Connor. They had three 
sons, John Henry, died aged three months, John, died aged 8 
months and Henry Jackson Whitley who later became the owner of 

the hingemaking business on Gerard Street.  
 
Henry Jackson Whitley's son John Henry Arthur Whitley (1862 - 

1940) in 1897, to commemorate the Diamond Jubilee of Queen 
Victoria, provided the finance for four of the principal lights in the 
great East Window in St. Thomas' Church, Ashton.  

 
John Whitley, the younger, died 
in 1839 at his recent acquisition 

of Holme Island, Westmorland. 
Holme Island is in Morecambe 
Bay, near Grange over Sands, 
Cumbria, and is connected to 
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the mainland by a causeway. John was buried in a vault in the 
Warrington Road churchyard of St. Thomas' Church, Ashton.  
 

As you enter the churchyard through the gate in Heath Road, 
opposite Butchers Lane, the vault is immediately to the left. The 
vault occupies a corner plot and, probably intentionally, is the 

nearest grave to the former "John Whitley & Son" hingemaking 
factory on Gerard Street. On all sides of the gravestone is inscribed 
the Whitley family motto "Live To Live".  

 
Three Greek symbols are above the inscription on the gravestone. 
The Greek letter A or Alpha the first letter of the Greek alphabet; 

the letter Omega, the last letter of the Greek alphabet, and the 
Greek symbol for Christ. The three symbols refer to the quotation in 
the Bible from the Book of Revelation 22:12: Christ said "I am the 

Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the 
End".  
 
 

                                                                                                                                                                   
 
 

 
 
 

David A. Fearnley 
 
I am extremely grateful to David for providing this insight to a little 
of the history of our township and in particular to a family which 
made a real impact on our industrial heritage.  
Malcolm 
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Beauty and the Beast (PG) Directed by Bill Condon 

Stars: Emma Watson, Dan Stevens, Luke Evans, Josh Gad, Emma 

Thompson, Ewan McGregor, Sir Ian McKellen, Kevin Kline, Stanley Tucci, 

Audra McDonald, and Gugu Mbatha-Raw  

In a Nutshell: When something is so classic and so beloved and so 

revered in how much you grew up with it as did a whole generation, 

then where does one draw the line in whether or not it should be 

remade or not? There is a massive tradition of this and a lot it is very 

unwarranted (Elm Street or Point Break remakes for example) but Disney 

has been constantly nailing it with their live action re-treads of their finest 

hours so far (both Cinderella and Jungle Book were astonishing) so here 

comes their most treasured of all movies and it's remake and my word, 

we needn't have worried at all... even if it's attention to detail in 

remaking mercilessly every frame is both bad for some and in this case 

why it still works beautifully, especially in the new additions. All the cast 

are just perfect and spot on, with Evans especially standing out, acting 

the everything out of his layered and twisted villain Gaston, whilst Kline 

has a welcome return and is terrifically sweet and stoic as Belles father... 

the effects and the sets are naturally flawless and perfect. Everything just 

clicks and works wonderfully, this is remaking done right because you're 

telling the story everyone loves and giving it layers and even more depth 

at the same time in expanding the story. There are things and moments 

here I've analysed because they tell a deeper side story which is cool 

when you notice things as well. I've seen this magnificent thing three 

whole times, and if that doesn't recommend it straight away 

then what more can I do? Do yourself a favour, go and get 

swept up in this magical classic in a new light and do it again 

and again... be my guest! Rating: 10/10 

 

Logan (15) Directed by James Mangold 

Stars: Hugh Jackman, Sir Patrick Stewart, Stephen Merchant, Richard E. 

Grant, Boyd Holdbrook, Dafne Keen, Eriq La Salle, Elizabeth Rodrigruez, 

and Elise Neal 

In a Nutshell: Playing a character for such a long period is a certain joy 
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both for the actor and the audience, it can be tough on the actor to a 

degree but if they're playing that character for so long, they clearly love it. 

But when the time comes to call it a day do you ride into the sunset giving 

your character justice or do you make Spectre? Thankfully though when the 

time came to give Wolverine one last ride, the Marvel team and Mr Jackman 

really took it with both hands and aimed for the moon. By securing a higher 

rating and having the freedom to do the story justice and go where they 

want with it, the team behind this movie has secured it's place as a 

emotional masterpiece. Coming across as a visceral mix of western, action 

and drama... this hits every right note it possibly could, from top notch 

performances from Hugh, Patrick and Merchant through to unusual plot 

travels and it's own visceral dark tones. Believe me when I say this is not a 

family movie or a kids movie or anything near, it's horrifically dark and violent 

and visceral but it's what this story needed to work on the level it does, in 

showing Logan's turmoil and violent aftermaths it shows you why he wants it 

to be his swansong and finale. To say too much about this already-classic 

would be to give away plot points but suffice to say it's a beautiful dark 

masterclass in moviemaking, from the landscapes to the 

themes to the performances, everything works down and 

perfectly right till the gut wrenching final moments. If you've 

become weary of the same old thing, you're a massive 

Wolverine fan or just want pure and beautiful entertainment, 

get your claws out and experience it! Rating: 10/10 

 

Also Seen:  

Get Out (15) 10/10  Free Fire (15) 8/10 

Power Rangers (12A) 7/10 Kong: Skull Island (12A) 9/10 

Going in Style (12A) 8/10 

 

Also Released in May: A Dog's Purpose (PG) (May 5th) Mindhorn (15) (May 5th) 

Sleepless (15) (May 5th) Alien: Covenant (18) (May 12th) Miss Sloane (15) 

(May 12th) Colossal (15) (May 19th) King Arthur: Legend of the Sword (12A) 

(May 19th) Snatched (15) (May 19th) Diary of a Wimpy Kid: The Long Haul (U) 

(May 26th) Pirates of the Caribbean: Salazar's Revenge (12A) (May 26th)  
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Funerals - “May they rest in peace” 

Holy Baptism -  
“We welcome them into the Lord’s family” 

3rd 

April 
Constance Margaret Peet Roman Road 84 

7th 

April 
William Hewitt Wigan Road 73 

27th 

April 
June Moffett Belong NH 83 

9th 

April 
Gholam, Habib and Behrooz  Ashton 

Lucas Patrick Baxter Heath Road 

23rd 

April  
Matilda May Duff 

Martindale Crescent,  

Newtown 

Logan Thomas Rae Fairhurst  Firtree Walk, Lowton 

30th 

April 
Olivia Jayne Smith Golborne Road 
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Church Organisations in the Parish of 

St Thomas, Ashton-in Makerfield 

Boys Brigade 
Captain: Gareth Hamlett (07903866501 ) 

Anchor Boys (Tuesday: 5.45 p.m.) 
Olwen Wright (389595) 

Junior Section (Tuesday 6.45 p.m.) 
Kat Duckworth (07517486188) 

Company Section (Tuesday: 7.30 p.m.) 
Contact Gareth Hamlett  

Girl Guides 

Rainbows (Tuesday: 5.30 p.m.) 
Anne Wooff (724207) 

3rd & 4th Ashton Brownies 
(Wednesday and Thursday: 6.30 pm) 
Irene Taylor (Wednesday) (703410) 

Susan Hughes (Thursday) (725291) 

St Luke’s Brownies (Tues: 6.15 p.m.)  
Susan Hughes (725291) 

3rd Ashton Guides & Ranger Guides 

(Tuesday: 7.15 p.m.) 
Rachel Starkie (718350)  

Music Group Mary Owen (203277) 

Sunday – 10.45 a.m. 
 

St Thomas’ Choir 

Sunday - 6.30 p.m. 
Paul Tushingham (711085) 

Coffee Mornings at St Thomas’ 

Tues - 10 a.m.  

Thurs - (after 9.45 a.m. communion) 
Barbara Taylor (205136) 

Children’s Sunday Clubs  – 10.45 a.m. 

Bubbles (Pre-School) 

Splash (R-Y2), Xstream (Y3-Y6) 

Bell Tower (Y7-Y11)  
Sue Thomas (727275) 

sue@stthomasandstluke.co.uk  

 

St. Luke’s Donation Secretary 
Mike Pye (517318) 

St. Luke’s Treasurer 
John Boon (728900) 

Wednesday Weenies 
Wed – 1.00 p.m.: Jan Cornthwaite 

(721626) 

The PCC Secretary 
Dorothy Burgess (701542) 

dottib1@yahoo.co.uk  

Youth Work 
Sue Thomas (727275) 

Flower Guild 
Meta Laites (723679) 

Duke of Edinburgh’s Award (14-18+) 

Sunday 6.30pm Church Hall 
Ceri Mansell (727417) 

Bowling Club 
Henry Hunter (712709) 

St Thomas’ Mothers’ Union 
3rd Wed: 7.30 p.m.: Barbara Taylor (205136) 
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Church Officials in the Parish of 
St Thomas, Ashton-in Makerfield 

Vicar 

Rev Jeremy Thomas 

727275 

Curate 

Rev Sam Green 

389940 

Church Office 
Jo Pollitt 

721484 

Ordained Local Minister 

Rev Izzy Schafer 

717300 

Readers 

Malcolm Bold        

276379              

Alan Harrison        
718618                 

Tricia Hancox        

201540                 

Carole Pye 

517318 

St Thomas’ Church Wardens 

Ken Laites 

723679 

Paula Gillespie 
711270 

Deputy Wardens 

Barbara Taylor 

205136 

Tony Cornthwaite 
721626 

Electoral Roll Secretary 

Paul Weston  

202649 

St Luke’s Church Warden 

Carole Pye  

517318 

Treasurer (St Thomas) 

Sarah Riley  

07712 584954  

Church Architect 

Bill Schafer 

717300 

Church Hall Bookings 

Church Office 

721484 

St Thomas’ Organist & Choirmaster 

Paul Tushingham 

711085 

Gift Aid Secretary 

Clare Hayton 

273183 

F.W.O. Secretary 

Jackie Wilson 

712368 

St Thomas’ Donations Secretary 

Anita Archer 

760082 

Magazine Co-ordinator 

Jack Stuart 

726972 

Magazine Editor 

Rachel Webster 

273453 - contact for advertising 


