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Church Services in the Parish of 

St Thomas, Ashton-in-Makerfield 

Sundays  

St T homas’ s  St Luke’s  

9.00a.m. Holy Communion 
8.30 a.m.  

Holy Communion  

(1st Sunday Only)  

10.45 am 

Family Worship 

(1st Sunday Parade 

& 4th Sunday  

Family Communion) 

11.00 a.m. 

Family Worship  

(2nd Sunday  

Family Communion) 

6.30 p.m. 

Evening Worship 

(3rd and 5th Sunday  

Holy Communion) 

4.15 p.m. 
Holy Communion 

(3rd Sunday Only) 

Weekdays 

Thursday 

9.45 a.m. 

Holy Communion  

(BCP 1662) 

Other services and Saints’ Days as 

announced.  Please see weekly 

notice sheet or visit website for 

dates, details or exceptions. 

Parish Office: St Thomas’s Church Vestry, Thursday 6.30 – 7.30 p.m: For 

all enquiries regarding church matters and arranging baptisms and 

weddings.  Contact - 01942 721484. 

Deadlines: Handwritten material should be given to Malcolm Taylor, and 

email material to stthomasandstlukesmagazine@gmail.com   

Deadline August 2016 September 2016 

Hand Written 10th July 7th August 

Computer 17th July 14th August 

Magazine Release 31st July 28th August 
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Important Parish Information 
Baptisms 
Baptisms are held at St Thomas 

Church at 12.45 on the 2nd & 4th 

Sundays. Baptisms at St Luke’s are at 

11 am  on the 3rd Sunday. 

 

To qualify for baptism parents should 

live within the parish boundaries or 

be a regular worshipper at St 

Thomas’s/St Luke’s. Parents and 

Go dpa r ent s s houl d al so b e 

prepared to undertake baptism 

preparation classes.  

Marriage 
You can marry in a C of E church 

of your choice if certain criteria 

are shown to be met. For details 

please contact the vicar or call in 

at Vestry Hour on a Thursday 

evening. 

 

Funerals 
Every parishioner has the right to a 

service in church, followed by a 

committal. 
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Message from the Curate        10 

Ashton Bears ARLFC Fun Day       11 
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Engaging with the Transforming 
Wigan programme and discerning 

the future for our churches, may 
sometimes seem that we are 

walking individually as parishes; 
seeking to adjust and to change to a new way of being 

church. With pride in our community, and with personal, 
emotional investment in our church buildings, we will have 
some unique, but mostly common challenges to deal with. In 

reality each parish, each church, each worshipping 
community is journeying the same route as every other. 

 
Jesus gives us really simple instructions – to love God and 

love our neighbour, and to go and make disciples. Over many 
hundreds of years, we have translated the word 

‗go‘ to the word ‗come‘, assuming that our often 
magnificent church buildings are attractional 
because they always have been. If we meet, 

people will come.  
 

The reality of church attendance – numbers and 
ages, throughout the Church of England – shows 

that this model is not working any more. Transforming Wigan 
seeks to review, refresh and remodel our church – the people 

of God – to be followers of Jesus‘ Great Commandment and 
Great Commission.  
 

We are working out how to be one church in Wigan, with 
several hubs and many worshipping communities. Simply 

put, for St Thomas and St Luke‘s churches, at present a 
worshipping community is one of our congregations. Our 

‗hub‘ is the developing leadership of our churches and our 

Letter from the Vicar 
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partner churches: St Peter‘s, Holy Trinity, St Andrews and 
St Aidan‘s. One Church is the way that all churches in 

Wigan begin to not just work together in partnership, but to 
combine together on mission, practically, 

financially and structurally, establishing many 
new worship communities and refreshing our 

existing ones along Jesus commandment and 
commission. 
 

If we look wider than Wigan, the picture is 
even broader than that. In the Liverpool 

Diocesan Growth Conversation document, one of its key 
tasks is to ―continue with the Transforming Wigan initiative, 

ensuring that as a whole diocese we maximise and apply 
the learning from this flagship piece of work.‖ As we work 

personally, in our individual parishes, in our hub teams, and 
as Team Wigan on Transforming Wigan, we journey a little 
ahead of other Deaneries and parishes within our Diocese. 

But we also journey together with them – all travelling in 
the direction of our growth aims – asking God for a bigger 

church to make a bigger difference. 
 

Each individual has their own part to play in obedience to 
Jesus‘ commandment and commission. Pray continually for 

our personal contributions, for our parishes, for Wigan, for 
Liverpool Diocese and for the Church of England as we seek 
God and his way to a bigger church, in order 

to make a bigger difference in our world. 
 

Jeremy Thomas 

Letter from the Vicar 
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Daily / Weekly Events in our Church - July 2016  

Tuesday  Coffee Morning. (Church Hall) 10:00am-12:00pm 

   Church open for prayer.  7.30-8.30pm 

Wednesday Morning Prayer.    9.00am                           

Thursday   Holy Communion.   9:45am 

   Princes Pantry. (St Luke‘s)  10:00am—12:00pm 

   Vestry hour.    6.30-7.30pm 

 

These are the usual events in our church, please see the notices for 

details of other activities taking place. For details of organisations and 

who to contact see back page of magazine. 

 

Streets for Prayer: This month we are praying for the people who live 

and work in Salkeld Avenue, Lazenby Crescent, Melmerby Close, 

Renwick Square, Council Avnue, St Oswalds Primary School, 

Millingford Grove 

TANGO 
TANGO at St. Marks Church,  

Haydock support and resource families within the 
Haydock/Ashton area by providing food; clothing; 

furniture and household items.  
 

If you have any items of furniture that you no 
longer want TANGO will collect Free Of Charge 
from your home. 

 
If you want more information about TANGO or to 

arrange a collection please ring: 01744 607388  
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Gift Day 

 
Apologies that this message wasn’t included in last 

month’s magazine. We realise that we didn’t let 

you know that our gift day offering this year – 

envelopes should have been received in last month’s 

magazine – will be for the church heating fund. Our aim is 

to make St Thomas Church fit for future use in God’s mission 

here in Ashton. 

 

The Leprosy Mission  

Reminder: Coffee Morning - Nepal  Project 
 

A reminder that the Coffee Morning will be held on 15th 

July 2016, 10.30 – 12.30, at 75 Woodedge.  

 

All support welcome. 

Margaret 

 

Christian Aid 
 

Every year the parish responds to this appeal 

so once again it is a great big thank you to all 

who helped in any way with Christian Aid week. Despite not having 

the usual number of volunteers to deliver and collect envelopes, 

those who did helped to collect the magnificent sum which 

amounted to £2752.  Our school, as usual, also joined in the effort 

and added a further £958 to the total. I am sure  that the ultimate 

recipients of this generosity will be ever grateful.  

 

A special thanks to Hilda Bramwell and Maureen Cook who again 

took responsibility for the organisation this year with a guiding hand 

from Sue Thomas. 

Malcolm 
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DIARY: 
 

Thursday 7th July: 140 year Anniversary Celebrations of the 

Mothers' Union at St Francis Kitt Green at 1.30pm followed by 

cream tea. 

 

Wednesday 20 July: Summer Evening in the Church Hall 7.30pm. 

Entertainment by the Spectrum Choir plus refreshments. This year we 

decided to have tickets at £3.00 so that we know how many to cater 

for.  Please get a ticket before the event.  

 

For members who take Families First can I remind you that the annual subscriptions 

of £10.50 has to be sent to Liverpool by the beginning of August. 

 

Advance notices 

We will be having our Light Lunch on in the Church Hall 11-00am -1.00pm on 

Saturday 13th August  Everyone welcome, contributions will be gratefully 

received to our cake stall, raffle, tombola. Please do come along and enjoy your 

lunch and enjoy the fellowship as you chat with your friends. 

 

Sad News 

 

It is with much sadness that I have to report that one of our members Elaine 

Hibbert died on the 15th June. It was a shock to all those who heard the news. 

Elaine had been a member of the branch for some 28 years and will be sadly 

missed by all our members but especially by myself personally as she was a great 

help to me preparing so many beautiful flower arrangements for our branch over 

the years. She was also a willing and enthusiastic helper at our brunches and a 

member of the MU Deanery choir until it was disbanded. Our thoughts and 

prayers are with her family at this sad time. 

 

One day at a time 

To meet life one day at a time, one step at a time;  

to have the strength and the will to keep on keeping on;  

to have the wisdom to handle the affairs of life;  

to have the ability to make right and good decisions;  
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to have the courage to let the past go,  

to forge ahead resolutely; 

to have the grace to meet each experience; 

expectantly, happily; 

to have the faith to know there is no loss or 

separation in God, that in Him I am forever with 

those I love;  

to have the vision to see the good in all things, the Christ in all persons;  

to have an awareness of God’s presence, close, abiding; to know that underneath 

are the everlasting arms, that God will not fail me nor forsake me; 

this is my prayer. 

Salisbury Diocese, England                 Love and prayers 
              Barbara 

DATE AMOUNT 
NO. OF 

ENVELOPES 

AVERAGE 
PER  

ENVELOPE 

02/05/16 270.95 73 3.71 

09/05/16 319.00 59 5.41 

16/05/16 38.70 16 2.42 

23/05/16 183.00 48 3.81 

30/05/16 432.50 88 4.91 

TOTAL 1244.15 284   

AVERAGE 248.83 57 4.38 

FREE WILL OFFERINGS— MAY 2016 
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Hello!  My name’s Sam and I’m really excited to come and join you 
all as your curate.  

 
I grew up in Sheffield as one of three children where we lived for 
sixteen years before moving to Cumbria to live at a retreat centre. 

After that, I spent a gap year working for two village 
churches in Hertfordshire, before moving on to study 
theology at Cambridge where I focused on New 

Testament and early Church doctrine.   
 

I followed that with a year living as an assistant in a Christian 

L’Arche community in Jacksonville, North Florida where I lived with 
four adults with intellectual disabilities and three other assistants.  I 
loved intentional community life and thinking about how it might 

shape the ways we are church together.   
 
My identical twin brother James is ordained and is curate of St 
Paul’s & George’s in Edinburgh and my Dad was ordained three 

years ago. The Church is yet to decide whether we’re an unusually 
holy family or just unimaginative.  
 

My girlfriend, Flic, has another year of 
training for ordination before she gets 
ordained in 2017.  

 
I enjoy running, cooking, and I’m exploring a 
new found passion for IKEA flat pack.  

 
I can’t wait to come and see what the next few years hold. I’m 
excited to come and learn from you, spend time with you, and see 

what God has in store for us together.   

Message from the 
Curate 
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   St. Thomas’ C of E Primary School   
 

 
Christian Aid Week 

 

On Monday 23rd May, our annual Christian Aid week started. 

With all the school exams over, the children were eager to have 

some well-deserved fun. Throughout this week, Years 3-6 took 

it in turns to set up fund raising stalls. These involved games, 

quizzes and lots of other fun activities for other pupils to take 

part in. The sunny weather allowed all the stalls to be set up 

outside on the playground. A particularly popular 

stall involved the opportunity to throw water 

balloons at some very brave Y6 pupils. It was a 

good job they put on a change of clothes for this 

event so their school uniform stayed dry! 

Throughout this whole week, lots of laughter was 

shared and fun memories were made. 

 

As well as these afternoon events, every morning 

pupils enjoyed a range of delicious cakes as part 

of the daily cake sale. The cakes showed a lot a 

creativity and tasted just as good as they looked! 

 

Thank you to all the children, family and staff for 

organising such a fun week. With all the generous donations, the 

total raised from school was £958.94. This will be added to 

church’s total of £2,632. The means a grand total of £3,590.94 

was raised for Christian Aid week.  
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Student Prayer of the Month 

My Christian Aid Prayer 

 

Dear God, thank you for Christian Aid. 

 

Help us to remember all the poor people. I hope the children in 

other countries go to school and their teachers will help them 

to make the right choices. Please help people who need you, keep 

them safe and help them to have a better life. 

 

God thank you for teachers everywhere in the world who teach 

us new things. 

 

Help us to remember people who haven’t got as much as we have. 

 

Amen 

Lucy Edwards Y1 

 

Bible Verse: Psalm 37:26 

At all times they give freely and lend to others, and their 

children are a blessing. 

 

Have a lovely summer. 

My thoughts and prayers are with you. 

Elaine Mateus 
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Messy Noah—Thursday 26th May 

 
 

A male and a female of each kind of living being went into the boat 
with Noah, as God commanded. Then the Lord shut the door behind 
Noah. The flood continued for 40 days and the water became deep 
enough for the boat to float. 
Genesis ch7 v15-17 
 
Messy stations 
 

We made elephant bagpipes, which were so much fun. A bit tricky 
at first but with the right technique produced quite a deep sound. All 
from just a rubber glove, straw and a pipe! 

 
Another craft, (which were less noisy!) involved making rainsticks. 
This was a tube filled with polystyrene and bird seed. Tipping the 

rainstick produces a sound like rain, which helped us to imagine the 
rain at the start of the flood. 
 

Load up the ark was really enjoyed by 
everyone, as Noah and the animals 
were carefully coloured in and 

attached to the Ark using pegs. There 
would have every variety of animal 
and our versions had penguins, 
wolves, leopards and lots of other animals. 

 
The food station is always popular and today was no exception. We 
made edible arks using cocktail sausages, cheese slices and 

cucumber. We were challenged to think about what food there 
would have been on the ark. 
 

We made a giant 3D ark and using animal masks that we made, 
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 attached them onto the ark. We talked about how the kept Noah 
and his family safe through the long flood. 

 

Our animal puppets looked fantastic when 
completed. Card cut into shapes transformed 
plain brown paper bags into dog, cats and 

other animals. We talked about how 
wonderful the variety of animals we have in 
the world and how much God loves them.  

 
We made Rainbow bottles by filling empty water bottles with 
coloured salt. We talked about how the rainbow was a sign of 

God’s promise that he would never flood the whole earth again.  
 
We also made doves from feathers, remembering that the dove is 

a symbol of peace. 
 
Celebration talk and worship 
 

Whilst the hall was cleaned up and prepared for the meal, Sue took 
all the children and parents into Juniors to talk about Noah.  After 
the celebration talk, we went back into the hall for worship. We 

sang Israel’s Houghton’s I am a friend of God and Sue taught 
everyone the sign language as actions. 
 

“Who am I that you are mindful of me, that you hear me, when I 
call...” 
 

Celebration meal 
For our celebration meal, we had sausages in rolls with tomato 
ketchup. Plain and chocolate mini doughnuts were handed round 

for dessert. 
 
The next Messy Church is in the vicarage garden (weather 
permitting – if not, in St Thomas’s church hall) on 14th July and 

the theme is the Good Shepherd. 
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Parish Giving Scheme 
 
Another thank you to those Church members, now in excess of 

50, who have  set up the direct debits and a reminder of the 
efficiency of the scheme and an  encouragement for others to 
consider joining. 

 
It is really a brilliant method of making 
regular donations especially if you are a 

tax payer and can sign the Gift Aid 
declaration which adds 25 pence to every pound that you give. 
The real plus is that we receive the Gift Aid in so short a time as 

10 days after the donation is made. Yes on the 10th of each 
month the Gift Aid is in our Church account. 
 

The Scheme is open to everyone who has a bank account. For 
those people who feel somewhat embarrassed 
at the thought of not putting collection on the 
plate we have tokens to replace envelopes or 

cash. These tokens simply say that your 
collection is given through Parish Giving.  
 

I have included below an example of the token showing both 
sides: 

 
Malcolm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All things come from you, O Lord. 

And of your own do we give you. 
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Commemorating the Battle of the Somme 
 
At St Thomas’s Church there will be a gathering around the 
cenotaph in the Remembrance Garden at 7.30am on Friday 
1st July when they will blow whistles to commemorate the 
start of the Battle of The Somme.  
 
Nationally, all-night vigils are being held across the UK to mark the 
centenary of The Battle of the Somme, which began 100 years ago on 1st 
July and lasted until 18th November the same year.  
 
It was arguably the most destructive battle ever to have taken place and 
was the first battle to use tanks. Over a million men were either killed or 
wounded, including nearly 60,000 Britons on the first day alone. 
 
Named after the nearby French river, the battle exemplified the futility of 
trench warfare. The Britons who took part were largely volunteers who had 
no experience of battle. 
 
The French army commander, General Foch, advised against it, and he was 
supported by some British commanders, such as General Henry Rawlinson. 
But they were ignored by politicians and more senior army commanders.  
 
The ground gained by the Allies over the four months of the battle was only 
about six miles. In the course of the battle, 51 Victoria Crosses were won by 
British soldiers – 17 posthumously. 
 
Here in Ashton, there is a 
display in the library 
(pictured) featuring 
information about the 
battle including 3 soldiers 
from Ashton who were 
killed in battle and which 
will be changed regularly.  
(with thanks to Neina 
Woodward for the image). 
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▪ Quality Workmanship 
▪ FREE No Obligation Quotes 

▪ Trustworthy & Reliable Service 
▪ Over 25 Years Experience 
▪ All Aspects of Decorating Covered 

▪ No Job Too Small 
 

 

Tel: 01942 716389 
Mob: 07765 078295  
Email: pacreckec@sky.com 
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R. Banks & Son 
(FUNERALS) LTD 

Members of National Association of Funeral Directors, 

Society of Independe nt Funeral Directors  
 

Director:  Brian Halliwell M.B.I.E. Dip.F.D. 
 

● Pre-paid Funeral Plans 

● Daimler Limousines 

● 24 Hour Service 

Email: rbanksfunerals@callnetuk.com 
Website: www.funeralserviceswigan.co.uk 

Branch Offices    

 PARSONAGE HOUSE 

  100 RAILWAY ROAD 

    LEIGH 

  Telephone: (01942) 261415 

HALLBANK HOUSE 

407 WIGAN ROAD, BRYN 

ASHTON-IN-MAKERFIELD 

Telephone: (01942) 271392 

WINDSOR HOUSE 

232 SCHOLES, WIGAN 

Telephone: (01942) 820526 

CLIFFORD HOUSE 

No. 1 GROVE LANE 

STANDISH 
WIGAN 

Telephone: (01257) 422011 
 

FUNERAL 
DIRECTORS 

AND 
MONUMENTAL  

MASONS  

HALLIWELL HOUSE 
758/768 ORMSKIRK ROAD 
 PEMBERTON, WIGAN 

Telephone:  

(01942) 222156 



23 St. Thomas and St. Luke’s Church Magazine July 2016 

 



24 St. Thomas and St. Luke’s Church Magazine July 2016 

 

C & A Hornby Ltd 
Plumbing and Heating Services 

11 Rydal Close, Ashton in Makerfield, 
Wigan, WN4 8AU. 

Gas Safe:  11641 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

www.cahornbyplumbing.co.uk 
 

Telephone: Phil on 01942 727890 or 07867 576164 
 

A local family run business, established for over 20 years and CRB 
checked. 

 
Contact us for: 

 

All your plumbing needs including emergencies, repairs and 
replacements. 

 
Boiler replacements and repairs including full systems and upgrades. 

 

Gas Fire replacements and repairs. 
 

All domestic gas work including emergencies. 
Boiler and Gas Fire Service,  Landlords Gas Safety Certificates, House 

Move Gas Safety Certificates. 
 

All bathroom work undertaken - complete bathroom refurbishment with 
design service. 

 

All kitchen work undertaken - complete kitchen refurbishment with 
design service. 

 

Rental Property Maintenance. 
 

Insurance work undertaken 
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 2B The Gerard Centre 
 Ashton In Makerfield 
 Wigan 
 WN4 9AN 
 Tel: 01942 727159 
 
Qualified Funeral Director Ron Conway (Dip FD, 
BIFD) 
 

24 Hour Personal, Friendly Service to provide 

care, help and support 

Pre-Paid Funeral Plans 

All Aspects of Memorial Work Undertaken 

 

 

http://www.co-operative.coop/funeralcare/
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LYNDA BUNTING  

BSc (Hons) Podiatry, M.Ch.S 
HPC Registered 

CHIROPODY/PODIATRY 
HOME VISITING SERVICE  

IN YOUR AREA 
 

      Prices from 
     £18 

      Including Foot Massage 
 

Treatment for all conditions 
causing foot discomfort 

Evening Appointments Available  
 

For an appointment please 

telephone 
01942 730857 / 07835 446505 

ORRELL CHIROPODY  
PRACTICE  

HCPC Registered 
10 Gathurst Road, Orrell 

  

Routine Foot Care 
 

Verrucae Treatments  
 

 Nail Surgery  
 

Dr Comfort shoes  
 

HOME VISITS for the elderly and 
infirm  

Tel: 01942 215391 

www.orrellchiropody.co.uk 

General 

Maintenance/

Handyman 

Tiling/Fencing/

Flagging 

Gardening 

Kitchen and Bathroom Fits  

For a prompt and reliable service at 

affordable prices call Paul on 07954 

408653  

KEITH TATHAM 

Upholstery & Antique Renovations 

Furniture Repair & Re-styling 
CUSTOMER CAR PARKING 

TEL: 01942 727605 

WORKSHOP 

115-117 BOLTON ROAD 

ASHTON-IN-

MAKERFIELD 

MEMBER OF  

THE ASSOCIATION  

OF MASTER 

UPHOLSTERERS 

For advertising, please 
contact Rachel Webster 

on 01942 273453. 
 

For magazine delivery 
please contact Jack 

Stuart on 01942 276972 
 

Or to be added to the 
mailing list and receive 

the magazine online 
please visit  

www.stthomasstluke.org.uk  

 
to sign up! 
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R & T Lewis Catering 
70 Simpkin Street, Abram, Wigan, Lancashire WN2 5PT 

Home: 01942 861457   Mobile :07889784512  
Web: www.R&TLewiscatering.co.uk     

Find us on Facebook—R&T Lewis Catering  
 

R&T Lewis Catering is a family run catering business with  
an excellent reputation for delivering a first class service.   

Our experience in outside catering enables us to cater for any 
occasion.  

We specialise in  Hot & Cold Buffet Service (7 Days a Week) 
 

Whatever the Occasion each function will receive our personal 
attention 

 
An Example of one of our popular funeral buffet is detailed below 

 
Assorted Fresh Cut Sandwiches  

(Ham/Turkey/Egg Mayo/ 
Cheese & Onion) 
Hot new Potatoes 
Assorted Quiche 

Whist Pie 
Sausage Rolls 

Open Finger Rolls 
Salmon &Cucumber 
Assorted Savouries 
Crisp Green Salad 

Cheese Board 
Assortment of Small Cakes 

Scones with Jam & Fresh Cream 
£4.00 per head 

 
Tea & Coffee (for a small extra charge) 

  All buffets ordered can be delivered to either the venue or the 
home. 

We have varied hot & cold buffet menus as well as a varied choice of  
set meal menus, ensuring that all requirements can be met.   

All menus can be adapted to suit individual customer requirements. 
References and Testimonials are available on request. 
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FAMILY-RUN BUSINESS FOR OVER 20 YEARS 
 

   

 

LANDSCAPING, FENCING, PATIOS 
 

   

 

GARDENS DESIGNED AND BUILT 
 

   

 

PRIVATE AND COMMERCIAL GARDEN 
MAINTENANCE 

 
   

 

HEADSTONES AND GRAVES LEVELLED AND 
TIDIED UP 

 
 

PHONE: 01257 483561 
MOBILE: 07813 643930 

EMAIL: graham.bailey15@yahoo.co.uk  
 

Directors: G Bailey, C Bailey and L Bailey 
VAT Number 768/1716/00 Company Reg No. 4172616 
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St Thomas’ Flowers 

 

DATE 

 

LADIES ON DUTY 

2ND 

JULY 

 

MRS EDWARDSON, MRS COOK, MRS PILLING 

9TH 

JULY 

 

MRS LYON, MRS LAITES, MRS DAVIES 

16TH 

JULY 

 

MRS LAITES, MRS MALLEY, MRS VELLA 

23RD 

JULY 

 

MRS EDWARDSON, MRS COOK, MRS PILLING 

30TH 

JULY 

 

MRS LYON, MRS LAITES, MRS DAVIES 

FLOWERS IN CHURCH DURING JULY 

DATE ALTAR  LADY CHAPEL 

3RD 

JULY 

VACANT VACANT 

10TH 

JULY 

VACANT Birthday remembrance of Elsie 

Jervis a dear Mum from David, 

Elsie, Anne & families 

17TH 

JULY 

For our wedding anniversary 

from Janet and Doug Wildman 

Birthday memories of Sheila 

Lester (22nd July) a much loved 

friend and Auntie from Joan, 

Dennis and Wendy 

24TH 

JULY 

VACANT VACANT 

31ST 

JULY 

VACANT Loving Birthday memories of 

Hugh Jervis, a dear Dad from 

David, Elsie, Ann &families 
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IN MEMORY OF ELAINE HIBBERT 

 

It was with great sadness that we heard of the sudden death of our dear 

friend Elaine. 

 

She has been a talented member of the Flower Guild for over 30 years.  

She will be sorely missed by all the members of the Flower Guild and we 

send our love and sympathy to Susan, Alan, Alison and Kathryn. 

FLOWERS IN CHURCH DURING JULY 

DATE  

3RD 

JULY 

 

VACANT 

10TH 

JULY 

 

VACANT 

17TH 

JULY 

 

In memory of her sister Connie Baxter from Sheila Baxter  

24TH 

JULY 

 

From Carole Pye 

31ST 

JULY 

 

VACANT 

St Thomas’ Flowers 
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Please place your donation in an 

envelope with your full name and 

amount written on it. Please hand in 

at church or post to the vicarage.  

Please make any cheques payable 

to St Thomas’ PCC. If you want the 

donation to be for something 

specific, please write clearly on the 

envelope.  
 

Thank you. 

GIFT AID 

If you  are a UK tax payer and 

would like church to be able to 

claim back 25p for every £1 you 

donate, please  complete  a Gift 

Aid form or state on your 

envelope that you  are a UK tax 

payer, would like the donation to 

be Gift Aided and include your 

full name and address.  

St Thomas’ Donations July 2016 

 

With Thanks for Home Communion:   

Brenda Percival, Marion Bullen, Margaret Rogers,  Georgina Jones,  

Alice Ashley,  

 

If you want to discuss any issues around wills and legacies please 
ring the Parish Treasurer Sarah Riley on 01942 722747 

 

Funds currently in use are: Africa Fund, Audio Visual, Church Hall, Building 

& Maintenance, Garden of Rest, General, Grave Maintenance, Heath 

Road Graveyard, Heating and Youth worker 

 

TOTAL DONATIONS RECEIVED BY ST THOMAS’ 

JULY 2016    £2496 

 

 

Other Donations:    S Simpkin, Mrs F Palin,  

 

Africa Fund  -  Jan Cornthwaite, John Holden, Jane Andrews,  

Bill Schaefer 
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In Loving Memory of 

 
Andrea Livesey from Mrs Rita Livesey 

 
Andrea Livesey from her Mum 

 

Birthday Remembrance of 
 

Arthur Shaw (23rd July) a dear Dad and Grandad from 

Barbara, Malcolm and Family 
 

John Forster (3rd July) a dear Dad, from Brian and Barry 
 

Anniversary Remembrance of 

 
William Winstanley (8th July), a dear Father and Father-in-Law 

From Nancy and George 
 

 

 
 

 

Birthday remembrance of 

 
A loving Mum and wife from Dianne and husband Ken  

(17th July) 
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Alice Through the Looking Glass (PG) Directed by James Bobin 

Stars: Mia Wasikowska, Johnny Depp, Helena Bonham Carter, Anne Hathaway, 

Sacha Baron Cohen, Rhys Ifans, Matt Lucas, Voices of Stephen Fry, Michael Sheen, 

Alan Rickman, and Timothy Spall 

In a Nutshell: When is Burtonesque not Burton? You might quickly point to 

Nightmare before Christmas as an example of Burton not directing... but to be fair, 

that is still mainly his film. Here though, the spirit remains to a degree in the 

design and shape but a new presence is behind the camera and boy does he do 

fun! Taking the characters and story from the first and giving everything a new 

twist.... James Bobin, the genius behind both recent Muppet movies and Flight of 

the Conchords really injects a newer and zanier twist to proceedings in the shape 

of Time itself, or himself.... here beautifully and ridiculously portrayed a top form 

idiotic Sacha Baron Cohen, just stealing the whole film. That section of the plot 

and film alone makes it worth it, because of all the time puns, his little robot 

servants, and all the juicy time travel plotting and mechanations... that said, let's 

not forget Alice.... the amazing Miss Wasikowska again just takes the film and 

makes it her own, she's independent and free spirited and a force to be reckoned 

with and it's fabulous to see her really holding her own and taking no nonsense, a 

truly strong and fabulous female lead to be looked up to and a great 

role model to all. Speaking of which, also fabulous as ever is Bonham 

Carter as the Red Queen, just a utter delight and with even more to 

work with here too including a intriguing back story and some 

sympathetic moments... whilst Depp is as insanely dependable as ever 

as Hatter, here the focus of the story and more subdued than last time round but 

equally strong if quirky. Everyone else turns in fun turns too and it's sad to hear 

the final moments for Rickman on screen, he will be greatly missed. What I really 

love amongst the strong themes, cool plotting, fun moments and great cast 

though is the sumptous visuals which feel real and cool and wonderfully unique... 

they really give this movie a fun feel. Which on top of all the fun and quirky unique 

things it does do... is more than enough to suggest falling back down the rabbit 

hole.  Rating: 8/10 

 

X-Men: Apocalypse (12A) Directed by Bryan Singer 

Stars: James McAvoy, Michael Fassbender, Jennifer Lawrence, Oscar Isaac, 

Sophie Turner, Nicholas Hoult, Tye Sheridan, Evan Peters, Alexandra Shipp, Josh 

Helman, Kodi Schmidt McPhee, and Rose Byrne 
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In a Nutshell: It's the weirdest thing, expectation. For example, say that you 

watch a whole franchise or a series of films with a cast of characters that you 

deeply love in all their different incarnations... and for all of the faults with some of 

the specific movies (and there's a few), you still love them plenty enough. So 

naturally, with a new movie coming out, the race is on to fulfill those feelings. So 

sure you enjoy the latest film all the same, but it does say something big about this 

particular movie, that you begin to start to notice some sizeable flaws in the fabric 

of the movie, not to mention that big nagging feeling that it doesn't hang together 

as well as you'd want... all this seemingly regardless of the sleepy nature of a 

midnight showing (cause you're such a fan). So it certainly is bravo then for the 

chance to have a second viewing... a second viewing which does bring the film into 

focus... and whilst it still has it's flaws, it does hang together a lot better. But that's 

the one huge problem with a film that is following First Class and Future Past... that 

factor of being merely enjoyable, fun and passable isn't really nearly enough... and 

neither is trading on former glories. Basic review premise set up, what does work 

then? The performances are as ever fairly solid ranging to pretty strong, both 

McAvoy and Fassbender are strong leads once more and Lawrence is as dependable 

as ever if a bit stuck in Katniss mode, whilst Sophie Turner makes a bold and 

dynamic debut as a young Jean Grey... fierce and troubled. Though Oscar Isaac 

opts to be a hamburger for the duration sadly and provides no real menace apart 

from being very blue and ugly.... and the basic story is fun enough if kinda just 

whatever, and there is plenty of action and quips.... sadly there are inconsistencies 

that don't work well either sadly. For a huge start, how with 20 years passing 

between First Class does everyone look even younger than ever... they must all be 

ancient by now, or soon anyway, plus others that involve spoilers. The big problem 

with the film isn't that it's not fun and exciting... because it still manages that... it's 

just that overall when you're used to coming out and going 

giddy with how exciting and terrific then film was... to just 

come out nodding and smiling and being agreeable somehow 

isn't enough... what happened? Rating: 7/10 

 

Also Seen:  

Money Monster (15) 8/10 

Whiskey Tango Foxtrot (15) 8/10 

Bad Neighbours II (15) 8/10 
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Funerals - ―May they rest in peace‖ 

Holy Baptism -  
―We welcome them into the Lord’s family‖ 

26th May Andrea Livesley Peter Street 44yrs 

26th May Alan Clarkson Wigan Road 79yrs 

22nd 

May 
Harvey Thomas Pennington North Street 

12th 

June 

Brooklyn Connell Jones Moxon Way 

Mya Eleanor Parkinson Chelmarsh Avenue 

Holy Matrimony - ―All the days of their lives‖ 

18th 

June 
Matthew James Heaton & Jennifer Kathryn Day  
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Church Organisations in the Parish of 

St Thomas, Ashton-in Makerfield 

Boys Brigade 
Captain: Gareth Hamlett (07903866501 ) 

Anchor Boys (Tuesday: 5.45 p.m.) 
Olwen Wright (389595) 

Junior Section (Tuesday 6.45 p.m.) 
Kat Duckworth (07517486188) 

Company Section (Tuesday: 7.30 p.m.) 
Contact Gareth Hamlett  

Girl Guides 

Rainbows (Tuesday: 5.30 p.m.) 
Anne Wooff (724207) 

3rd & 4th Ashton Brownies 
(Wednesday and Thursday: 6.30 pm) 
Irene Taylor (Wednesday) (703410) 

Susan Hughes (Thursday) (725291) 

St Luke’s Brownies (Thurs: 6.15 p.m.)  
Susan Hughes (725291) 

3rd Ashton Guides & Ranger Guides 

(Tuesday: 7.15 p.m.) 
Rachel Starkie (718350)  

Music Group Mary Owen (203277) 

Sunday – 10.45 a.m. 
 

St Thomas’ Choir 

Sunday - 10.45 a.m. & 6.30 p.m. 

Practice – Thursday: 7.00 p.m. 
Paul Tushingham (711085) 

Coffee Mornings at St Thomas’ 

Tues - 10 a.m.  

Thurs - (after 9.45 a.m. communion) 
Barbara Taylor (205136) 

Children’s Sunday Clubs  – 10.45 a.m. 

Bubbles (Pre-School) 

Splash (R-Y2), Xstream (Y3-Y6) 

Bell Tower (Y7-Y11)  
Sue Thomas (727275) 

sue@stthomasandstluke.co.uk  

 

 

St Luke’s Over Sixties 

Monday – 2.00 p.m. 

Meet at Stubshaw Cross Labour Club 

Wednesday Weenies 
Wed – 1.00 p.m.: Jan Cornthwaite 

(721626) 

St. Luke’s Donation Secretary 
Mike Pye (517318) 

Youth Work 
Sue Thomas (727275) 

St. Luke’s Treasurer 
John Boon 

Duke of Edinburgh’s Award (14-18+) 

Sunday 6.30pm Church Hall 
Ceri Mansell (727417) 

The PCC Secretary 

Dorothy Burgess (701542) 

dottib1@yahoo.co.uk  

St Thomas’ Mothers’ Union 
3rd Wed: 7.30 p.m.: Barbara Taylor (205136) 

Flower Guild 
Meta Laites (723679) 

Bowling Club 
Henry Hunter (712709) 
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Church Officials in the Parish of 
St Thomas, Ashton-in Makerfield 

Vicar 

Rev Jeremy Thomas 

(727275) 

Curate 
 

Administrator 

Rachael Campbell   

721484 Parish office 

Ordained Local Minister 

Rev Izzy Schafer 

(717300) 

Readers 

Malcolm Bold       Carole Pye 

(276379)                 (517318) 

Alan Harrison        
(718618)                 

Tricia Hancox        

(201540)                 

Scott Campbell     

(711086)                 

St Thomas’ Church Wardens 

Ken Laites 

(723679) 

Paula Gillespie 
(711270) 

Deputy Wardens -  

Barbara Taylor 

(205136) 

Nigel Robinson 
(726597) 

Electoral Roll Secretary 

Paul Weston  

(202649) 

St Luke’s Church Warden 

Carole Pye  

(517318) 

Treasurer (St Thomas) 

Sarah Riley  

(07712 584954)  

Church Architect 

Mr B. Schafer 

(717300) 

St Thomas’ Organist & Choirmaster 

Paul Tushingham 

(711085)  

Church Hall Secretary 

Rachael Campbell 

721484 (Parish Office) 

F.W.O. Secretary 

Jackie Wilson 

(712368) 

Gift Aid Secretary 

Clare Hayton 

(273183) 

St Thomas’ Donations Secretary 

Anita Archer 

(760082) 

Magazine Co-ordinator 

Jack Stuart 

(726972) 

Magazine Editor 

Rachel Webster 

(273453 - contact for advertising) 


