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Church Services in the Parish of

St Thomas, Ashton-in-Makerfield

Sundays

St Thomas's St Luke’s
9.00a.m. Holy Communion 830 a.m. H%sziicr;jmgg?n
Family Worship Yoy
(1st Sunday Parade Family Worship
10.45.am & 4th Sunday 11.00 a.m. (2nd Sunday
Family Communion) Family Communion)

Evening Worship Holy Communion
630p.m. | (3rd and 5th Sunday | 4.15 p.m. 4

. (3rd Sunday Only)
Holy Communion)

Weekdays

Other services and Saints’ Days as
announced. Please see weekly
notice sheet or visit welbsite for
dates, details or exceptions.

Parish Office: St Thomas's Church Vestry, Thursday 6.30 — 7.30 p.m: For

all enquiries regarding church matters and arranging baptisms and
weddings. Contact - 01942 721484.

Thursday Holy Communion
9.45 a.m. (BCP 1662)

Deadlines: Handwritten material should be given to Malcolm Taylor, and
email material to stthomasandstlukesmagazine@gmail.com

Deadline February 2017 March 2017

Hand Written 8th January 5th February
Computer 15th January 12th February
Magazine Release 29th January 26th February
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Important Parish Information

Baptisms Marriage

Baptisms are held at St Thomas|You can marry in a C of E church
Church at 12.45 on the 2nd & 4th]of your choice if certain criteria
Sundays. Baptisms at St Luke'’s are at Jare shown to be met. For details
11T am on the 3rd Sunday. e D Dl N o B H D)
at Vestry Hour on a Thursday
To qualify for baptism parents should | evening.

live within the parish boundaries or
be a regular worshipper at St|Funerals

Thomas's/St  Luke's. Parents and]Every parishioner has the right fo a
Godparents should also be]service in church, followed by a
prepared to undertake baptism | committal.

preparation classes.
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Ltter fwm The Vicar

It was Bishop Cyril who introduced me to The Methodist Church’s
covenant prayer. A covenant is an agreement or a contract, a pledge
or a promise. At the end of a gathering of church leaders in the
Transforming Wigan movement he reflected on reaffirming our
covenant with God. He gave us a copy of the prayer
to take away with us.

Simplistically, the Bible's Old and New Testaments
= are Old and New Covenants. God’s covenants with
humankind are evident throughout the narrative of
scripture and many understand that God ‘covenants’
with specific people at specific times, we may think of Abraham,
Moses and David. The New Covenant is a new relationship between
God and humankind through Jesus. The verse
Luke 22:20 which makes its way into our GRES
communion service, recalls Jesus’ words at the li@
Last Supper, where he says that his blood shed #3
on the cross is the seal of this New Covenant. \/

When we come to faith in God, through Jesus, we make a covenant
with him. God calls us, and our response from the heart is a pledge
and a promise that we offer our lives to him and to his purposes.

You may be like me, in that gradually, over time I find I have drifted
away from the ideals and the intentions of my original covenant with
God, when I offered all that I am to him.

A covenant prayer is a good way to reaffirm the commitment that we
have to living out our faith. At the beginning of 2017, why not use this
prayer — or one of your own, to state or restate your plans for this
year, to humbly offer yourself in service to God and His Kingdom
plans.
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Ltter ﬁom The Vicor

'T am no longer my own but yours.
Put me to what you will,
rank me with whom you will;
put me to doing,
put me to suffering;
let me be employed for you,
or laid aside for you,
exalted for you,
or brought low for you;
let me be full,
let me be empty,
let me have all things,
let me have nothing:
I freely and wholeheartedly yield all things
to your pleasure and disposal.
And now, glorious and blessed God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
you are mine and I am yours. So be it.
And the covenant now made on earth,
let it be ratified in heaven.'

Jeremy Thomas us pray

Verse for the Year

'Let us think of ways to motivate one another to acts of
love and good works. And let us not neglect our
‘e

meeting together’

Hebrews 24-25a (NLT)
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Dail Weekly Events in our Church - January 2017

Tuesday Coffee Morning. (Church Hall) 10:00am-12:00pm
Church open for prayer. 7.30-8.30pm
Wednesday Morning Prayer. 9.00am
Thursday Holy Communion. 9:45am
Vestry hour. 6.30-7.30pm

These are the usual events in our church, please see the notices for
details of other activities taking place. For details of organisations and
who to contact see back page of magazine.

Streets for Prayer: This month we are praying for the people who live
and work in Melford Drive, Oriel Road, Greyfriars, Magdalen Drive,
Wolfson Square, Balliol Way

TANGO
TANGO at St. Marks Church, I :
Haydock support and resource families within the - ﬁ | !I
Haydock/Ashton area by providing food; clothing;
furniture and household items.

If you have any items of furniture that you no
longer want TANGO will collect Free Of Charge
from your home.

If you want more information about TANGO or to
arrange a collection please ring: 01744 607388
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Pansh News
Church Hall Car Park &

I am sure that you will all have

noticed the considerable
improvement in the condition of our car park. A number of thanks are
due to those involved in bringing this about. I was approached by Henry
Hunter telling me that the Bowling Club wanted to pay for the work
necessary to fill in the holes and make the car park fit for purpose.

Henry then set about organising the job. He located a source for the
supply of former road surfacing and placed the order at the expense of
the funds supplied by the Bowling Club. He then arranged a date when
he could ensure that the were no cars parked and the work could be
done. It was carried out by our friend Peter Case to

whom we are extremely grateful as he carried it out |n A~

his own time, using his machinery and at no expense to ) \3

the Parish. You might recollect that Peter also helped l

when we dug the holes for the barriers.

Malcolm
Thank You Notice—Joyce Gibson

My sincere and heartfelt thank you, to the many friends and relatives of
Joyce, for the cards of condolence at her passing.

Even though Joyce had been in a ‘care home’ for so long, you have
shown that she had been missed and was still in your hearts.

The donations passed to me, has realised the grand total of

£350, which has been forwarded to The Alzheimer’s ‘
Society. V.
Yours sincerely "
Eric
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@ Mothers Union

==, As again there are no Branch Meetings in January we can

{ » look forward to our belated Christmas meal for members and

%_ 5‘3 friends at Bryn Masonic Hall on Friday 20" January meeting

—— = at 7.00pm for 7.30pm. I look forward to seeing everyone

there and if you haven't done so already please let me have

the £19.00 cost of the meal and your menu choice no later than 8th
January.

Advance Notice

Wednesday 15th February in St THOMAS
CHURCH HALL our Annual General Meeting starting
at 7.30pm. This meeting is open to everyone and
there is no better opportunity for anyone interested
in the possibility of joining the Mothers Union of
finding out more about the organisation and in
particular the work of our branch. You can discover
exactly what we do both here at St Thomas and in the Deanery, the
Diocese and overseas.

Once again a great big thank you to everyone who provided Christmas
Presents for the residents at Coops Foyer. They were very welcome and as
always very much appreciated.

I am sorry to say that our first magazine of the 2017 starts the year with
some very sad news with regard to three of our members. On returning
from holiday I was very sad to see that Joyce Gibson had passed away on
the 11th November. Joyce had been a keen member until some 13 years
ago when her dementia had reached the stage when she had to go into a
nursing home in Leigh. Whist in the home her dedicated husband Eric
visited her without fail three times a week. Our deepest sympathy is with
Eric and her niece Karen and her brother and his family.

I was devastated by the news that Margaret Hilton had gone to be with her
Heavenly Father on the 3rd December. I just can't believe that I will never
see her again. We worked so closely together in the Mothers' Union over



@ Mothers Union

many years. She was a very efficient secretary and much, much more
besides. She was a truly remarkable lady and a very dear friend and will be
sorely missed not only by me but also by her many friends. We pass on our
sincere sympathy to Alison Adrian Becky Chris and all her family.

Just one day later on the 4th December came the news of the passing of
Elsie Stone who only as recently as September last I was proud to present
with her certificate reflecting her 51 years membership of the Mothers
Union. Elsie was a keen member of the branch until ill health forced her to
become an indoor member in later years. We pass on our sincere sympathy
to her son Keith and all her family.

Seeking God

Blessed are you, Lord our God,

for you have called us to seek you,

to know and to love you.

You have revealed yourself in Jesus Christ,
our Saviour and our God.

We come to worship you.

Blessed are you, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

We give thanks for the wise men

and the leading of a star.

We ask your blessing upon all who are seekers
and all who dedicate their lives to you.

We remember all those who lead worship

and teach of your love and salvation.

We pray today especially for the Churches of the Middle East.

Wishing you a healthy and Happy New Year

Love and God bless
Barbara
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) | St. Thomas' C of E Primary
School

Advent Workshop

On Wednesday 7" December, our Year 1 class attended a
wonderful workshop at Liverpool Cathedral. We travelled by coach
arriving around 10.00am to be greeted and welcomed by a very
friendly and professional team.

The day consisted of four craft workshops, each g
providing an opportunity for our pupils to learn ,‘ R
about the meaning of Christmas. The children had
the opportunity to dress up and act the stable
scene in Bethlehem, which was used as a platform
for questioning our gifted and talented pupils whose
answers demonstrated knowledge and confidence.

In the next part of the day the children met a very
convincing Angel Gabriel, the angel of good news, with
feathered wings, who totally had the children believe
he could fly.

The next two workshops included building stables and angels and
the final part of the day involved joining up with another school to
share worship time.

During our lunch break we had a very special visitor, a
small beautiful robin. We were told it arrived with the
Christmas tree and is now living in the Cathedral. The
children were extremely amazed and excited by this
unique experience.
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| would like to thank everyone who organised, helped, and worked
on this very special event. We all had a very enjoyable time and felt
immensely blessed.

Student Prayer Of The Month

Dear Jesus,
Please make 2017 a happy year for all our families and friends.

Bless each one of us in school and church. Please help us to
always love and be kind to each other.

| pray that we can learn more about you.
oS :
Amen ‘}k é“

(Y
Millie-Mae Magee (Year 3) sﬁ

Bible Verse: Jeremiah 29:11

For | know the plans | have for you, declares the Lord, plans to
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a
future.

Happy New Year to you all,
God’s blessings be with you.

Elaine Mateus
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Our Christmas Messy Church was on December

Messy Christmas
in
St Thomas’ Church

1st. Children had opened the first window of [ _‘_%'
their Advent calendars at home and so were| ‘S

pretty excited about the thought of Christmas!

We had ten activities

p S

e

- 1

sewing Christmas stockings

adding to our 3D sheep & shepherds collage

making an igloo out of ice cubes (or sugar cubes) — very
challenging!

colouring in a Messy Christmas card

making a chocolate themed favour

having a hand massage while Izzy prayed

decorating biscuits with a nativity crib and another with
a star

looping our prayers together to make paper chains
marking off the days on an advent candle and
decorating a glass ramekin for it to sit in!

getting dressed up for a Nativity Photoshoot

_ We also had a last minute extra activity as we
'\ were given lots of haunted gingerbread houses.
» ""',.,g We chipped off all the scary things and covered
{2k, them with white icing, sprinkles and mini

marshmallows — a real transformation!

-
¥
e

St. Thomas and St. Luke's Church Magazine January 2017



For once the food station was not the most popular; this time
it was the dressing up and then running around church as
different Nativity characters. Some children spent much of the
time having great fun doing just that.

Sometimes we can get a little
frustrated when things don’t work
out the way we planned, but

i reflecting on this Messy Church, it
M was wonderful to see the children
| eager to change into costumes to
be part of the story as they would
do if they were playing superheroes
with their friends.

We need to try to help them to understand that the story of
Jesus’ birth, life, death and resurrection, can mean more to
them than any other story they have ever heard or will hear in
the future.

Our prayer is that each one of
those who come to Messy Church
will have a lifelong and life
changing relationship with Jesus.
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Times

Monday Sam-Spm
Tuesday Sam-S5pm
Wednesday Sam-Spm
Thursday Sam-Spm
Friday Sam-5pm
Saturday Sam-dpm

Sunday Closed Except for Mothering Sunday

Flowertime Florist
5 Bolton Road, Ashton in Makerfield, WN4 8A4A

Email: flowertime.ashton(@gmail.com

Tel: 01942 715716

‘We use the best quality Dutch flowers for all special
occasions such as Weddings, Anniversaries, Birthdays,
Funeral Tributes and many more. Please call today for

vour free quotation’

........................................

Special Offers

< 5% Discount on Orders Under
£100 ( Minimum Spend £25
to receive discount)
“» 10% Discount on Orders Over
£100

Please present this voucher at

-

Flowertime Florist to receive any

of the above discounts. One

.
H l’ﬂll(‘h?l’ per customer.
.
\

........................................
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Quality Workmanship

FREE No Obligation Quotes
Trustworthy & Reliable Service
Over 25 Years Experience

All Aspects of Decorating Covered
No Job Too Small

Tel: 01942 716389
Mob: 07765 078295 q
}

Email: pacreckec@sky.com @

8
WAL
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MOBILE SCRATCH & SCUFF REPAIR

IAN BOARDMAN- SMART REPAIR TECHNICIAN
Tel: 01942 274586 Mobile: 07769 717836

~ >
Sew@

SCRATCHFIX LIMITED

SAVE UP TO 50% ON BODYSHOP COSTS

Don’t be without your car for days.. Most repairs completed within

the hour at your home or workplace

Key and vandal scratches .
Textured bumper scuffs ¢

Wing mirror scrapes
Alloy wheel repairs

Cracked bumper repairs
Stone chips

Colour coded bumper
scuffs

Full body polish
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WA

FUNERAL DIRECTORS LTD

Local Independent Family Business

Traditional and modarn funersl services

Herse-drawn or limousins driven funsral procsssions

Memorial Monuments and Services

Pre-peid Funeral Flans

Professional fimeral services in the Wigan areas.
To discuss any funeral plans please don't hesitate fo contact us today.

Aehland House
'f\\ﬂ A7 Old Road, Achton in Makerfield 57%

o Tel: 01942 271824 24 Hours e

Danesbrook House Dove Cottaps Millbrock Houss
21 Ladizs Lan= 31 Johns Avenus 36 High Street
Hindl=y Heydock Golborne

Tel: 01942 525504 Tel: 01942 724777 Tel: 01942 272017

info.alanjonesfuneralsi@gmail com
www.alanjonesfuneraldirectors.com

QW Togu¥
» W e
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R. Banks & Son

(FUNERALS) LTD

Members of National Association of Funeral Directors,
Society of Independent Funeral Directors

Director: Brian Halliwell M.B.LE. Dip.F.D.

o Pre-paid Funeral Plans
e Daimler LLimousines

e 24 Hour Setrvice

Email: rbanksfunerals@callnetuk.com
Website: www.funeralserviceswigan.co.uk

HALLIWELL HOUSE Branch Offices
758/768 ORMSKIRK ROAD PARSONAGE HOUSE
PEMBERTON, WIGAN 100 RAILWAY ROAD
Telephone: LEIGH
(01942) 222156 Telephone: (01942) 261415

HALLBANK HOUSE

407 WIGAN ROAD, BRYN
ASHTON-IN-MAKERFIELD
Telephone: (01942) 271392
WINDSOR HOUSE

232 SCHOLES, WIGAN
Telephone: (01942) 820526
CLIFFORD HOUSE

No. 1 GROVE LANE
STANDISH

WIGAN
Telephone: (01257) 422011
FUNERAL
DIRECTORS
<~ AND
I MONUMENTAL
MASONS
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Q. 01942 727985
B sales@eaveswaytravel.com

@ www.eaveswaytravel.com

5* Cruiselink Service - Private Hire - Excursions

» Eavesway Cruiselink - taking thousands of people to and from
their cruise holiday each year in style and comfort

» Executive Coach Hire - perfect for school trips, sporting events
and days out

» Eavesway Exclusive - the very best in luxury coach travel, ideal
for corporate hospitality and special occasions

Eavesway Travel Ltd.
Bryn Side, Bryn Road, Ashton-in-Makerfield, Wigan, WN4 8BT

EAVESWAY

bowen‘leeming

opticians

Mon 9:00 - 17:30
Tues 9:00 - 17:30
Weds 9:00 - 17:30
Thur 9:00 - 17:30
Fri 9:00 - 17:30
Sat 9:00 - 13:00
Sun - Closed

49 Gerard Street,
Ashton-in-Makerfield,

Wigan, 01942 722386
WN49AG info@bowenandleeming.com
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C & A Hornby Ltd

Plumbing and Heating Services
11 Rydal Close, Ashton in Makerfield,
Wigan, WN4 8AU.

Gas Safe: 11641 www.cahornbyplumbing.co.uk

Telephone: Phil on 01942 727890 or 07867 576164

A local family run business, established for over 20 years and CRB
checked.

Contact us for:

All your plumbing needs including emergencies, repairs and
replacements.

X/
L X4

Boiler replacements and repairs including full systems and upgrades.

7/
L X4

Gas Fire replacements and repairs.

X/
L X4

All domestic gas work including emergencies.
Boiler and Gas Fire Service, Landlords Gas Safety Certificates, House
Move Gas Safety Certificates.

7/
L X4

All bathroom work undertaken - complete bathroom refurbishment with
design service.

X/
L X4

All kitchen work undertaken - complete kitchen refurbishment with
design service.

7
°e

Rental Property Maintenance.

7
°e

Insurance work undertaken




The co-operative funeralcare

2B The Gerard Centre
Ashton In Makerfield
Wigan

WN4 9AN

Tel: 01942 727159

Qualified Funeral Director Ron Conway (Dip FD,

BIFD)

¢ 24 Hour Personal, Friendly Service to provide
care, help and support

¢« Pre-Paid Funeral Plans

¢« All Aspects of Memorial Work Undertaken
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http://www.co-operative.coop/funeralcare/

Walls of Wigan Ltd. t/a
Grayway Coaches * 237 Manchester Road, Ince, Wigan WN2 2EA

Tel: 01942 243165 / 235586 * Fax: 01942 824807

Email: graywayone@aol.com

Web: www.grayway.co.uk

18 - 24 - 33 - 49 - 51 - 53 - 55 seater coaches
_ all fitted with seat belts and air conditioning

by
Yo

HOLIDAYS « EXCURSIONS « EXECUTIVE TRAVEL

Private Parties * Contact Work * School Outings
Excursigns « Executive Coaches * UK & Continental Tours

L l‘r‘[ﬁ“\ rﬂ% I 56 Belvedere Road,

Ashton-in-Makerfield,
Lancashire, WN4 8RU.

| RIBA W

|| I Chartered Practice

t 01942 717300
Nl e info@schaferassociates.co.uk
1 — 11 W www.schaferassociates.co.uk

Schafer Associates | Chartered Architects
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LYNDA BUNTING
BSc (Hons) Podiatry, M.Ch.S
HPC Registered
CHIROPODY/PODIATRY
HOME VISITING SERVICE
IN YOUR AREA

Prices from
£18
Including Foot Massage

Treatment for all conditions
causing foot discomfort
Evening Appointments Available

For an appointment please
telephone
01942 730857 / 07835 446505

WORKSHOP
115-117 BOLTON ROAD
ASHTON-IN-MAKERFIELD

MEMBER OF
THE ASSOCIATION
OF MASTER
UPHOLSTERERS

KEITH TATHAM

@Apholstery & Antique Renobations

Furniture Repair & Re-styling
CUSTOMER CAR PARKING

TEL: 01942 727605

ORRELL CHIROPODY
PRACTICE
HCPC Registered
10 Gathurst Road, Orrell

Routine Foot Care
Verrucae 'I'reatments
Nail éurgery
Dr Comf(.)rt shoes

7
L <4

HOME VISITS for the elderly and
infirm
Tel: 01942 215391

. General Maintenance/
Handyman
. Tiling/Fencing/
Flagging
. Gardening
. Kitchen and Bathroom
Fits
For a prompt and reliable service at
affordable prices call Paul on 07954
408653

All Vehicle Repairs

Carried Out
Includes: Servicing,
Diagnostics, Clutches, Timing
Belts and more......

Please phone 07845 180838 or

call in for a FREE quote
McG Auto Repairs Ltd
Cranberry Lodge Garage (behind
Macwest Motors)
Wigan Road Ashton in Makerfield
WN4 0BZ
www.mcgautorepairs.co.uk



http://www.mcgautorepairs.co.uk/

R & T Lewis Catering

70 Simpkin Street, Abram, Wigan, Lancashire WN2 5PT
Home: 01942 861457 Mobile :07889784512
Web: www.R&TLewiscatering.co.uk
Find us on Facebook—R&T Lewis Catering

R&T Lewis Catering is a family run catering business with
an excellent reputation for delivering a first class service.
Our experience in outside catering enables us to cater for any
occasion.

We specialise in Hot & Cold Buffet Service (7 Days a Week)

Whatever the Occasion each function will receive our personal
attention

An Example of one of our popular funeral buffet is detailed below

Assorted Fresh Cut Sandwiches
(Ham/Turkey/Egg Mayo/
Cheese & Onion)

Hot new Potatoes
Assorted Quiche
Whist Pie
Sausage Rolls
Open Finger Rolls
Salmon &Cucumber
Assorted Savouries
Crisp Green Salad
Cheese Board
Assortment of Small Cakes
Scones with Jam & Fresh Cream
£4.00 per head

Tea & Coffee (for a small extra charge)
All buffets ordered can be delivered to either the venue or the
home.
We have varied hot & cold buffet menus as well as a varied choice of
set meal menus, ensuring that all requirements can be met.
All menus can be adapted to suit individual customer requirements.
References and Testimonials are available on request.
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Bailey Landscapes Lid

FAMILY-RUN BUSINESS FOR OVER 20 YEARS

\/ \/ \/
0’0 0’0 0’0

LANDSCAPING, FENCING, PATIOS

\/ \/ \/
0’0 0’0 0’0

GARDENS DESIGNED AND BUILT

/ / /
0’0 0’0 0‘0

PRIVATE AND COMMERCIAL GARDEN

MAINTENANCE

* * L4

HEADSTONES AND GRAVES LEVELLED AND
TIDIED UP

PHONE: 01257 483561
MOBILE: 07813 643930
EMAIL: graham.baileyl5@yahoo.co.uk

Directors: G Bailey, C Bailey and L Bailey
VAT Number 768/1716/00 Company Reg No. 4172616
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$t Thomas Elowers

DATE LADIES ON DUTY

7TH ALL LADIES—DISMANTLE

JAN & MRS PILLING ,MRS LYON, KAYLEIGH SPEAKMAN

14TH

JAN MRS LAITES, MRS MALLEY, MRS VELLA

218T

JAN MRS EDWARDSON, MRS COOK, MRS DAVIES

28TH

JAN MRS LYON, MRS PILLING, KAYLEIGH SPEAKMAN

FLOWERS IN CHURCH DURING JANUARY

DATE ALTAR LADY CHAPEL

8TH

JAN VACANT VACANT

15TH

JAN VACANT VACANT
22ND Birthday memories of Muriel Anniversary remembrance of
JAN Hampson (23rd Jan) a dear John Bailey (22nd Jan) a loving

Auntie from Marjorie Burn Dad, Grandad from the family

29TH

JAN VACANT VACANT

FLOWER GUILD DONATIONS
In memory of loved one from Doreen Rimmer

In memory of loved ones from Marian Bullen

26
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church's new state-of-the-art PA system

For advertising in the Church magazine, please contact
Rachel Webster on 01942 273453.

For magazine delivery please contact Jack Stuart on 01942
276972

Or to be added to the mailing list and receive the magazine
online please visit

www.stthomasstluke.org.uk
to sign up!
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St Thomas’ & St Luke’s Giving Information
Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not

reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver
2 Corinthians 9:7

As Christians, we believe that everything we have is from God, and we offer back to him
our time, our skills and money.

Regular Planned Giving
Regular, planned giving into the General Fund allows St Thomas and St Luke’s to cover our

greatest expense: our parish share and the ongoing costs to run and maintain our church
buildings.

Did you know Direct Debit is the most efficient way to give? Pay by Direct Debit through
the Parish Giving Scheme...

This is a scheme run by the Church of England, and allows giving to be done by Direct
Debit instead of on the collection plate. This uses very little admin resource here at St
Thomas’ and St Luke’s and avoids any bank charges. If you pay tax, with the PGS, the gift
aid is received shortly afterwards, compared to waiting up to a year when we make our
normal annual claim. Forms are available at the back of church or please speak to Sarah
Riley (Treasurer) or Clare Hayton (Gift Aid Secretary).

One Off/ Regular Donations to other Funds
An additional way to support our churches is to give one-off donations to our church

funds. You can make donations to the following funds:-

Africa Fund

Fit for the Future—Audio and Visual System
General

Fit for the Future—Heating

Building and Maintenance
Church Hall

Garden of Rest

Grave Yard Maintenance

Heath Road Graveyard
Asylum Seeker Fund

Church Flowers
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/ Please put your donations in a sealed envelope with your full name and amount \
and pass to a church warden or drop off at the vicarage. Please state on the
envelope if you would like your donation going towards a specific fund, otherwise
it will go to General funds. Please make cheques payable to St Thomas’ PCC and
ask Sarah Riley (07712 584 954) about giving regularly to any of these funds.
Your donation will be reported in the church magazine, so if you would like, you
can add a dedication or in memory of. If you don’t wish your name to be included
in the magazine, please state “anonymous” on the envelope. All donations are

K treated in confidence. j
( Gift Aid \

If you are a UK tax payer (tax paid on Income earned, Pension
received or Dividends received) and would like church to claim

. o an additional 25% on all your donations e.g. extra £25 for ever
giftaid i oo g :

£100 donated, at no extra cost to yourself. Please pick a Gift Aid

form up from the back of church and pass to Clare Hayton, Gift
Aid Secretary (01942 273183). )

Wills

Have you thought about leaving a lasting legacy?
If so or would like to discuss in more detail,
please speak to Sarah Riley (07712 584 954).
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St Thomas' Donations =
January 2017

With Thanks for Home Communion:
Jean Brown, Gladys Jolley, Alice Ashley, Marion Bullen,
Brenda Percival, Georgina Jones

Other Donations:
Legacy Gift from Lily Eales, The Wooff Family, Elizabeth

TOTAL DONATIONS RECEIVED BY ST THOMAS’
JANUARY 2017 £1550

In Loving Memory of
Joyce Gibson from Hilda Edwardson
My Dear Husband Albert Topping from Emily Topping
Margaret Hilton from Margaret Raymond
David Alan Griffiths and Thomas William Giriffiths
From Joyce and John
Birthday Remembrance of

Richard Glover (17th Jan) A Loving Husband and Dad from
Mary and Carol
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Birthday and Anniversary Remembrance of

Arthur Edwardson from Hilda, Raymond and Sharon
Ronnie Wood from his everloving wife and family
(Anniversary 15th Jan, Birthday 24th Jan)
Christmas Memories of

A Dear Husband Kenneth Rimmer and a Dear Mum and
Grandma Gladys Burchall from Doreen Rimmer and Family

513 LUkCS’ Donations %‘?*@%@*%*é

Birthday Remembrance of

A dear friend Angela Baxter
From Debra

Treasured Memories of

Sam and May Cook—Iloving parents and grandparents
From Margery, Bert, Michael and Gillian
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Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them (12A) Directed by David Yates

Stars: Eddie Redmayne, Dan Fogler, Katherine Waterston Colin Farrell, Ezra Miller, Alison
Sudol, Samantha Morton, Jon Voight, Carmen Ejogo, Ron Perlman and Zoe Kravitz

In a Nutshell: When a franchise ends, does it ever really end? There’s always the chance
it’'ll come back anyway, so if you are a to bring a franchise back when you thought that
was it, you have to do it right... which is where David yates and JK Rowling come in. Diving
back into the Potter universe with superb aplomb, this is exactly how you do it... really
digging deeper into the universe and with a vague exception, never harking back to the
previous characters and glories, instead setting up new antagonists and heroes fleshing
out this fabulous universe. Eddie Redmayne is superb as Newt, super eccentric and yet
very loveable and charming... he is as lovely as he always is here and a really engaging
lead. He’s backed up fantastically by a top support cast, with Colin Farrell marvelously
dark and mysterious as Graves and the lovely Katherine Waterston utterly delightful as
Poppy, whilst Dan Fogler gives the strongest turn as the muggle who gets drawn into the
adventure... whilst solid support is given by Miller and Morton in creepy roles. The best
yet though is the creatures, this film centres on Eddie’s character transporting some
fantastical beasties, and the range of designs and styles and types of creatures is
awesome, with such variety and cool ideas ... they’re so cute and cool. With twists, turns,
adventures and utter magic ... this is an utter treat and cannot be missed! There will of
course be more and | genuinely can’t wait to see how far and wide the exploration of this
universe can go... Rating: 9/10

Also Seen: Arrival (12A) 9/10, A Streetcat Named Bob (12A) 8/10, A
United Kingdom (12A) 9/10, Office Christmas Party (15) 8/10

The Top 17 of 2017!!

17. Going in Style (12A tba) Released: April 7th

The latest directorial effort from Zach Braff sees Morgan Freeman, Michael Caine and Alan
Arkin team up as senior citizens who decide to attempt a bank heist to help them make
ends meet. Also featuring Matt Dillon and Christopher Lloyd, this should be a warm and
funny heist comedy from a promising director and a top cast.
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16. War for the Planet of the Apes (12A tha) Released: July 14th
Following on from the Rise and Dawn, the evolution of Caesar and his followers continues in
this epic next installment in the new Apes franchise, expect thrills and
dazzling mo cap effects

15. Pitch Perfect Il (12A tba) Released: December 22nd
The gang all returns for a third time in this comedy sequel, full of fab tunes and your
favourite characters, aca-mazing!

14. Sing (U) Released: January 27th

Garth Jennings, director of Son of Rambo and Hitchhikers Guide to the Galaxy makes his
animated movie debut with this story of a singing contest and the various animal characters
who compete for the big prize, featuring the voices of Matthew McConaughey, Reese
Witherspoon, Taron Egerton and Seth Macfarlane.

13. La La Land (12A) Released: January 13th

Ryan Gosling and Emma Stone reunite once more after Gangster Squad and Crazy Stupid
Love for this dazzling romantic musical from the director of Whiplash. Expect beauty, music
and soul.

12. The Founder (12A) Released: February 10th

Michael Keaton continues his stellar comeback with this ruthless turn as the businessman
who broke the rules and became the founder of the McDonalds brand, even if it meant
leaving the actual McDonalds brothers in the dust. A biting true life story from the director
of The Blind Side and Saving Mr Banks.

11. Blade Runner 2049 (15 tba) Released: October 6th

Director Dennis Villeneuve and producer Ridley Scott team up to bring us this
long awaited sequel to the 1982 classic, with Harrison Ford returning and Ryan
Gosling starring in an as yet unknown plot...

10. Star Wars: Episode VIl (12A tba) Released: December 15th
Rian Johnson, the director of Looper... is the next stellar director to take on the Star Wars
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saga. This next episode follows on from the dramatic end of Force Awakens and will see
Rey discover Luke Skywalker and begin her training... Episode VII was one of the biggest
films of all time so expectations are roof high.

9. Spider-Man: Homecoming (12A tba) Released: July 7th

Fresh from Captain America: Civil War, Tom Holland’s interpretation of the webslinger gets
his own solo outing as he juggles battling through high-school with battling the evil Vulture,
played here by Michael Keaton. Along the way he’s also being tutored from Tony Stark,
carrying on the themes of Civil War...

8. John Wick: Chapter Two (15 tba) Released: February 17th
Keanu Reeves returns in quite honestly his greatest role and his best in years, as John
returns to once more seek vengeance and bloodshed in what could well be the action
movie of the year ....

7. Thor: Ragnarok (12A tba) Released: October 27th
The mighty Asgardian returns in this third installment, which with its stellar

cast (Jeff Goldblum, Cate Blanchett) and offbeat director... promises to be a
fantastic concoction of adventure, comedy and disaster, with even the Hulk popping by to
help... as Thor and Loki search for Odin and the apocalypse looms.

6. Paddington Il (PG tba) Released: November 10th

Everyone’s favourite bear is back in this highly awaited sequel... with Hugh Grant and
Brendan Gleeson joining in the fun alongside all the other regulars, expect a lot of fun and
fuzzy feelings

5. Logan (15 tba) Released: March 3rd

Hugh Jackman has on last outing as the hairy mutant in this more adult and somber tale as
an aging Wolverine along with an ailing Professor X (Patrick Stewart) must protect a young
mutant who may hold the key to the future. After the success of Deadpool, expect a more
adult take on the X-Men formula with a bravura turn from Hugh in his last hurrah in the role
that made his name...
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4. The LEGO Batman Movie (U tha) Released: February 10th

Fresh from completely stealing the show in The LEGO Movie, the mini figure version of the
caped crusader (Will Arnett voicing) gets his own awesome movie. Joined by his trusty
butler Alfred (Ralph Fiennes) and having to contend with both the crimewave of the Joker
(Zach Galifranikis) and his new ward Robin (Michael Cera) amongst many other crazy
antics... expect everything you loved about The LEGO Movie in Batman form.

3. Kingsman: The Golden Circle (15 tba) Released: June 16th

After the insane and wonderful first movie, expectations are high for this spy sequel...
especially as director Matthew Vaughn is returning to the helm. Taron Egerton returns as
Eggsy, this time heading stateside to work alongside the US counterparts The Statesmen,
including Channing Tatum and going up against baddie Julianne Moore... Jeff Bridges also
will feature in what should be something truly special and next level insane.

2. Beauty and the Beast (PG tba) Released: March 17th

Disney follow up the massive success of Cinderella and The Jungle Book by adapting
possibly their greatest and most loved movie into the live action spectacle format. Emma
Watson takes on the role of Belle, while super Brit Dan Stevens is the Beast in the title with
Luke Evans as nasty Gaston and Ewan McGregor and Sir lan McKellen amongst others as the
household objects that used to be the staff of the castle... expect something spellbindingly
special and magical for the whole family, a true treat!

1. Guardians of the Galaxy: Volume Il (12A tba) Released: April 28th

Fresh from one of the most exciting, funny and cool movies in years, the crazy cast of
Guardians of the Galaxy return for this intergalactic sequel. Joining in the fun this time
around is Kurt Russell, who is playing Starlord’s wayward father, who also happens to be a
living planet... whilst Groot this time around is a baby, Groot himself regrowing after the
events of the first movie, so expect the cutest thing ever! Marvel never put a foot wrong
and with this, the sequel to their most exciting and out there property... expect something
truly special!

In February’s Issue: Reviews of Moana and Star Wars: Rogue One and The
Review of 2016
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St PAUL

St Paul's day is the 25" January
and we remember him because
he was one of the Church's
greatest teachers. Called Saul
by his parents, he was brought
up a Pharisee and became a
tent-maker. He was completely
against the early Christians and
was there when Stephen, the
first Christian martyr was stoned
to death. He searched out many
Christians and handed them
over the prison and death.

So why did he change? Like
many people since, although few
so dramatically, Saul changed
because Jesus came into his
life. You can read all about it in
Acts, chapter 9. Everything
changed for Saul but he had a
hard time persuading people
that it wasn't a trick. Even his
name changed, and as Paul he
travelled teaching and founding
churches. To encourage these
growing communities he wrote
the 13 letters (or Epistles) we
can still read today. These
letters are the earliest parts of
the New Testament to be
written, some only 20 years after
Jesus.
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P.S.

These names have all the letters

S and P missing. Can you fit in

the missing letters to make the

names of some people or places
in the Bible?

1. Both the Pharaoh and
Joseph knew - OTI - HAR.

2. THEO - HILU - was Luke's
friend.

3. St John wrote his Revelation
on the island of - ATMO - .

4. MO - E - led the Israelites
out of Egypt.

5. E - THER was a queen and a
book of the Old Testament is
named for her.

6. Paul was imprisoned in the
town of - HILLI - - I.

7. Paul's friend - RI - CILLA was
the wife of Aquila.

8. A town in Sicily, - YRACU -
E, Paul stayed here on his
way to Rome.

s —
What do you call a camel

that's got three humps?
Humphrey.

Who rides a
camel and
carries a
lamp?
Florence of
Arabia.

- \

1.Potiphar 2.Theophilus 3 Patmos
4 Moses 5.Esther 6.Phillippi 7.Priscilla
10.Syracuse.
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h, Teach us

to live well!

Teach us to live
wisely and well!”

from Psalm 90:12 mMsG

—_—

Let us rejoice and be happy today!”
Psalm 118:24

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart;
do not depend on your own understanding.
Seek his will in all

“This is the day the Lord has made, '%

you do, and He

Proverbs 3:5-6

b

“Always be full of joy.
Never stop praying.

Whatever happens,
always be thankful.”

1 Thessalonians 5:17

&

=

Cut out these Scripture
verse cards to remind
you this new year of how

God wants us to live.

“Be kind and loving to each other,
and forgive each other

just as God forgave you in Christ.”

Ephesians 4:32

will show you which
path to take.

“The Lord has told you... what he wants l&

from you: to do what is right to
other people, love being kind to others
and live humbly obeying your God.”
Micah 6:8

Jan17 © deborah noble * parishpump.co.uk
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Funerals - “May they rest in peace”

15th Margaret Hilton St Oswald’s Road 92
Dec
15th Elsie Stone Flora Street 88
Dec
15th .

Gladys Dempsey Tenbury Drive 87
Dec
16th .
Dec Mary Gregory Ashton View Care Home 76
21st .
Dec Annie Houghton Derby House, Scholes 82
21st Val Boon Bryn Road 62
Dec
Holy Baptism -

“We welcome them into the Lord’s family”

18th

Sienna Ann Julie Hesketh Dinmore Ave
Dec
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Church Organisations in the Parish of

St Thomas, Ashton-in Makerfield

Boys Brigade

Captain: Gareth Hamlett (07903866501 )
Anchor Boys (Tuesday: 5.45 p.m.)
Olwen Wright (389595)

Junior Section (Tuesday 6.45 p.m.)

Kat Duckworth (07517486188)
Company Section (Tuesday: 7.30 p.m.)
Contact Gareth Hamlett

Music Group Mary Owen (203277)
Sunday - 10.45 a.m.

Girl Guides

Rainbows (Tuesday: 5.30 p.m.)
Anne Wooff (724207)

3rd & 4th Ashton Brownies
(Wednesday and Thursday: 6.30 pm)
Irene Taylor (Wednesday) (703410)
Susan Hughes (Thursday) (725291)
St Luke’s Brownies (Tues: 6.15 p.m.)
Susan Hughes (725291)

3rd Ashton Guides & Ranger Guides
(Tuesday: 7.15 p.m.)

Rachel Starkie (718350)

St Thomas’ Choir

Sunday - 10.45 a.m. & 6.30 p.m.
Practice - Thursday: 7.00 p.m.
Paul Tushingham (711085)

Coffee Mornings at St Thomas’

Tues - 10 a.m.

Thurs - (after 9.45 a.m. communion)
Barbara Taylor (205136)

Children’s Sunday Clubs — 10.45 a.m.
Bubbles (Pre-School)

Splash (R-Y2), Xstream (Y3-Y$é)

Bell Tower (Y7-Y11)

Sue Thomas (727275)
sue@stthomasandstluke.co.uk

St Luke’s Over Sixlies
Monday -2.00 p.m.
Meet at Stubshaw Cross Labour Club

$t. Luke’s Donation Secretary
Mike Pye (517318)

Wednesday Weenies

St. Luke's Treasurer

Sue Thomas (727275)

Wed - 1.00 p.m.: Jan Cornthwaite John Boon
(721626)
Youth Work The PCC Secretary

Dorothy Burgess (701542)
dottibl@yahoo.co.uk

Duke of Edinburgh’s Award (14-18+)
Sunday 6.30pm Church Hall
Ceri Mansell (727417)

Flower Guild
Meta Laites (723679)

St Thomas’ Mothers’ Union
3rd Wed: 7.30 p.m.: Barbara Taylor (205136)

Bowling Club
Henry Hunter (712709)
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Church Officials in the Parish of

St Thomas, Ashton-in Makerfield

Vicar Church Office
Rev Jeremy Thomas
727275 721484
Curate Ordained Local Minister
Rev Sam Green Rev lzzy Schafer
389940 717300
Readers St Thomas' Church Wardens
Malcolm Bold Ken Laites
276379 723679
Alan Harrison Paula Gillespie
718618 711270
Tricia Hancox Deputy Wardens
201540 Barbara Taylor
Carole Pye 205136
517318 Tony Cornthwaite
721626
Electoral Roll Secretary St Luke’s Church Warden
Paul Weston Carole Pye
202649 517318
Treasurer (St Thomas) Church Architect
Sarah Riley Bill Schafer
07712 584954 717300

Church Hall Bookings
Church Office
721484

St Thomas' Organist & Choirmaster
Paul Tushingham
711085

Gift Aid Secretary
Clare Hayton
273183

F.W.O. Secretary
Jackie Wilson
712368

St Thomas’ Donations Secretary
Anita Archer
760082

Magazine Co-ordinator
Jack Stuart
726972

Magazine Editor

Rachel Webster
273453 - contact for advertising




