St.Thomas' and St. Luke's

Ashton-In-Makerfield
Church Magazine

December 2018
www.stthomasstiuke.org.uk



Church Services in St Thomas’

Parish, Ashton-in-Makerfield
Sundays

St Thomas’

1st Sunday 2nd Sunday 3rd Sunday 4t Sunday

09.00 Communion 09.00 Morning Worship [09.00 Communion 0%.0 Morning Worship
1045 All age service | 10.45s Family Worship  |10.45s Family Worship [10.4s Communion
1830 Evening Prayer | 18.30 Communion 1830 Evening Prayer [1830 Youth service

For information about 5th Sunday see the noftices for that week

St Luke’s

11.00 Family Worship [11.00 Communion 11.00 Family Worship [11.00 Family Worship

Weekdays

Thursday 9.45 am
Holy Communion
(BCP 1662)

In St Thomas'

Please see weekly notice sheet or visit
website for additional services details or
exceptions, particularly around Christmas

fime.

Deadlines: Handwritten material should be given to Malcolm Taylor, and email
material fo magazine@stthomasstluke.org.uk

Deadline for any submissions to be included in the December magazine,
including donations is 12th November Any donations received after this date
will be in the next edition.

Deadline January February
Hand Written 10th December 12th January
Computer 16th December 15th January
Magazine Release 29th December 26th January
2
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Services
Deadlines
Letter from Flic
Diary

Parish News

Africa Fund News

St Thomas' primary school
Mothers Union

Crossword

The Story of the Christingle
Christmas services
Christmas in our hub

The Film Review

Suduko puzzle

Bible Bites
St Thomas' flowers
St Luke's Flowers

Nt 30300

Crossword & Suduko Solution

Registers

Bishop Paul's Christmas message

St Thomas' Donations & Remembrance

Booking Baptisms and Weddings

We are now encouraging everyone who would like fo book a baptism
or wedding fo come to the family service at either St Thomas (10.45am)
or St Luke’'s (1Tam) and bookings will be taken afterwards.

Important Parish Information

Marriage

You can marry in a C of E church
of your choice if certain criteria
are shown to be met. For details
please contact the church office
on 01942 721484

Baptisms

Baptisms are held at St Thomas' church
at 12.45 pm on the second and fourth
Sundays of the month and also during
the 10.45 am service on the second
Sunday. Baptisms at St Luke's are at 11
am on the third Sunday.

To qualify for baptism parents should
live within the parish boundaries or be
a regular worshipper at St Thomas's or
St Luke's. Parents and Godparents
should also be prepared to attend a
baptism preparation session.

Funerals

Every parishioner has the right to a
service in church, followed by a
committal.
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% Letter from Flic

“Let Heaven and Nature Sing”

As Sam and | went on a wintry walk recently, a stunning flock of starlings
flew over us. | was reminded that in the eastern churches’ telling of the
Christmas story, the miracle of God becoming fully human in Jesus is only
possible because all parts of creation offer something to make it happen.
The angels offer a song, the heavens a star, the earth offers the cave in
which Jesus is born, the desert, its grass for the manger, the ox and the ass
offer their warming breath, and of course Mary offers her very self to bear
the child.

In other words, God can’t become human without all of parts of nature join-
ing in the miracle. | love this wonderful image reminding us of God’s inti-
mate and earthy relationship with all that is created.

Given today’s climate crisis, this image is, perhaps, all the more precious.
John 3:16 reminds us: “This is how much God loved the world: he gave his
Son, his one and only Son”. The word for “world” that John uses is not just
talking about us humans, but about the whole beautiful and created order.
God has not only taken on flesh and blood, but has entered into all the joys,
quakes and vast ecosystems of the amazing world we share. In other words,
God’s saving work is way bigger than we often think! This is especially joyful
news for the poorest people in our world who do the least to cause pollu-
tion, yet are the most affected by fatal famines, floods, hurricanes and heat-

waves.
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% Letter from Flic

It will take a miracle to halt climate change. But the eastern telling of the
Christmas story reminds us that when each of us offers what we can to God,
the miraculous really can happen.

“What can we offer? We can transform our world together by doing every-
day things, like cutting down on single-use-plastic in our Christmas present
shopping, taking our own water bottles/thermos mugs for our Christmas
journeys, and even by reducing how much meat we feast on (the meat in-
dustry being one of the biggest contributors to carbon emissions). We can
also pray for our world leaders this Advent as they meet in Poland to agree
on how to tackle climate change together. Next year we’d love to gather
those of you who are interested, to chat about what we can offer as a hub to
help care for God’s creation (please be in touch if you are interested, we’d
love to hear from you!)

Perhaps, as each of us joins in God’s saving work his Christmas, together
we’ll catch that joyful glimpse of heaven here on earth: God-With-Us, Em-

manuel.

Joy to the earth! The Saviour reigns;
Let earth receive her King!

Wishing you joy and peace this
Christmas and New Year!

Flic
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Daily / Weekly Events in our Churches

Mon Prayer for world & community (St Luke’s) 11.30-12.00
Fur Clemt Café (St Luke’s) 12.00-13.00

TT Youth club for 11+ (Church Hall) 15.00-16.45

TT Junior Youth Club (Church Hall) 18.00-19.00

Tue Coffee Morning (Church Hall) 10:00-12:00
TT Football (Byrchall Sports Hall) 17.00-18.00
Church open for prayer 19.00-20.00

Wed TT Messy Tots (St Luke’s) 09:30-11:00
TT Weenies (Church Hall) 13.00-14.30

Thu Holy Communion 09:45-10.30

Please see page 16 for details of our services
throughout December
TT—term time only
These are the usual events in our church, please see the notices for
details of youth events and other activities taking place. For details of
organisations and who to contact see back page of magazine.

Tango
TANGO at St. Marks Church, Haydock support and |/ :
resource families within the Haydock/Ashton area }'{ﬁﬁ' I
by providing food: clothing: furniture and household
items.

If you have any items of furniture that you no
longer want TANGO will collect Free Of Charge
from your home.

If you want more information
about TANGO or to arrange a collection please ring:
01744 607388
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Bishop Paul’s Christmas Message 2018

In the dark, small hours of the night, the time when our
sleep is most disturbed as sombre thoughts invade our
minds, a child is born. No ordinary child. A child born to
banish the darkness and shining a light of hope into all
our hearts.

On that night, fearful shepherds gathered around the

child to worship him in wonder before going out to tell others. Shortly after-
wards the child would be visited by wise people from the East, again wor-
shipping him before heading off to share the news. And throughout his life
Jesus would be encountered by many who reflected in wonder and then
shared what they had seen.

Was there a common thread?

Of course. Everyone who encountered Jesus was transformed. Transformed
in different ways. The shepherds found strength. The Eastern sages

had their intellectual curiosity satisfied. The blind were given sight. The out-
casts received friendship. The hungry fed. The poor given hope.

They were transformed. How were they transformed? An encounter with Je-
sus transformed them. How do we know they were transformed? Because
they stepped up and spoke about that transformation. In other words they
had an inner journey of encounter and an outer journey of proclamation.

Over the last year in the Diocese we have been developing our Rule of Life. I
have been talking about both the inner and outer journey. The inner jour-
ney where we Pray, Read and Learn as we try to deepen our faith, and wid-
en our understanding of what it means to know Jesus and to act as he did.
The outer journey where we put that action into practice - we Tell, Serve
and Give. In these ways we show what it is to be a disciple of Christ, part of
a transforming movement that longs to make a bigger difference so that
more people know Jesus and there is more justice in the world.

Because the world is longing for that justice. From the massive political un-
certainties and conflicts between nation states, to the fearful par-

ent wondering how they will feed their child. We see darkness surrounding

us, we have our own pressures, the fears and stresses of the world engulf

us. In such a world we need hope.

Some seek for hope in luxury, in the excessive commercialism of Christmas.
Expensive presents, lavish parties, over-indulgence. Attempts to find release
from the day to day. But as people of faith, we find hope in Jesus. In the
precious Christmas gift who transformed the lives of those he encountered.
Who can, and is, and will, and wants to transform you, and me.

I pray for you, friends, that you seek hope in Jesus, I pray that you encoun-

ter that living and transforming Jesus - and I pray you tell others about that
Jesus in word and action, this and every day.
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> Pansh News

Yet another year in the life of our Church Magazine is almost over and again
it is time to thank to the many people who ensure that the magazine comes to
your door or online each month. Many thanks must go to our Magazine edi-
tors firstly to Jo and now Vicki who took over the role and of course Jack and
Helen Stuart who see to the administration and that dedicated team of maga-
zine distributors who year in and year out ensure that your magazine arrives
at your door.

I am looking forward to the coming year and lots of articles from our church
members to make sure we have a first class magazine with interest for all the
family.

Malcolm

Africa Fund News

Evening Meal

On Saturday 4™ November we held our annual evening meal at St Luke’s
which also provides much needed income for our Africa Fund. The evening
went well and raised a total of £552.50. We are indebted to the wonderful
team of cooks and servers who made the evening possible and to Spectrum
choir who entertained us between courses.

More Information

You can find out more about the Africa fund on our web site: http://
www.stthomasstluke.org.uk/ourworld/africafund/

We would especially welcome new donors and if you are interested then
please contact Chris Wooff (01942 724207).
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Africa Fund News

The Africa fund supports two amazing Christian-run projects in south
west Uganda: a children’s home at Rukungiri and the Kigezi Diocese
Water and Sanitation Project which provides outlying communities
with access to clean water and proper sanitation. Both projects play a
massive part in saving and changing lives.

Each month generous donors support the Africa fund with standing
orders. However, the monthly income does not match our donations
from the fund to the projects we support. Events like our sponsored
walk and evening meal therefore play an invaluable part in helping us
to meet our commitments.

Sponsored Walk

On Saturday 13" October, we held a sponsored walk to raise money for
the Africa Fund. The walk took us from Ashurst Beacon to Cedar Farm,
a distance of approximately 8 miles. The walk generated a total of
£937. This is a great effort which was achieved thanks to: the commit-
ment of the 11 people (not forgetting Jimi the dog) who turned out on
the day, the kind-
ness of those who PR
came out to support S
us and the generosi-
ty of the many spon-
sors. The following
picture was taken at
the start of our walk.
We were even
wetter by the time
we completed the
walk!
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St. Thomas’' Cof E
Primary School

‘Even the hairs on your head are all numbered.” Matthew
10:30

So God created man in his own image, in the image of god he
created him; male and female he created them.” Genesis 1:27

At St Thomas’s we recognise that everyone is unique and
everyone is special so we do lots of fun and different after-
school clubs. There is a club that is fun for everyone. Some
sporty clubs include, multi-sports, dance and football. We are
busy practicing a dance to perform in the Christmas Carol
Concert at church. There are also clubs for people who aren’t
into sports: these clubs include, card making club and art
club. Ipad, Chess and Sign Language take place during
lunchtime. What a lot of variety to choose from!

On Saturday there is a family church worship group called
Saturday FM which is held at St Thomas’s School. It is held
every other Saturday. For Saturday FM all ages are welcome.
The Facebook page is called Saturday FM, please visit to find
out more information.
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St. Thomas’' Cof E
Primary School

‘I like learning about God at Saturday FM and | enjoyed making
a lighthouse’ Abbie Y4

‘I like the games we play outside like racing to fill a bucket with
water from a holey cup’ Isaac Y4

Junior youth club is held at St Thomas’ church hall every
Monday from 5:45pm till 6:45pm but if you want to learn
more about God you can stay for an extra 25 minutes. Years 3-
6 only please. You can find youth clubs information on its
Facebook page called Junior youth club. 50p cost, tuck money
optional. Feel free to come along.

We appreciate that we have lots of opportunities at St
Thomas!

By Eve J and Megan A from
the Ethos Team

The School Prayer
God'’s love is like a circle
A circle big and round

gg56357521 www.gograph.com
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(D Motners Union

MOTHERS UNION
Branch Diary:

Wednesday 19th December Christmas Carol Service in St Thomas Church at
7.30pm

This special Service is open to all ladies of our Church and also the ladies
from other Churches in Ashton. Come along and enjoy the traditional carols
and lessons and not forgetting the fellowship. You will made welcome and
encouraged to join us for Tea, Coffee and Mince Pies in Church after the Ser-
vice.

Bryn Meal on Friday 19th January a reminder of Our belated Christmas Meal
at Bryn Masonic Hall. We look forward to seeing our friends old and new at
this very enjoyable evening. If you wish to come and haven't already let me
know please let me know and | will let you have the menu for you to chose
your meal.

Coops Foyer If you would like to donate a gift for this Christmas | will need to
receive it soon so that | can deliver it. Please mark the parcel male or female.

A sad note was the death of Peggy Royle in October. Peggy was a member at
St Luke's and attended the Mothers' Union meetings until ill health prevent-
ed this. She had been a member for many years, the last few as an Indoor
member. We pass on our sympathy to John and all their family at this difficult
time.

On a happier note some of you may already have heard the wonderful news
that June Houghton has been invited to be the new President for the York
Province in the next Triennial beginning in 2019. Congratulations have been
sent to June from Wigan Team and Deanery. June will be replaced as Presi-
dent of the Liverpool Diocese by Caroline Collins who we wish well in this
role.
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(D Mothers Union

It is all happening as we also now have a new Worldwide President, she is
Sheran Harper from Guyana, part of the Province of the West Indies. She makes
history as the first non British Worldwide President of the Mothers' Union. This
will be effective from the beginning of 2019.

Once again it is that time of year that | must take the opportunity to thank our
Secretary, Treasurer and the Committee and all the members of our Parish and
indeed our congregations for their continued support for me and for the branch
throughout the year.

Lord of all, we give thanks for the far-
reaching vision of our founder, Mary
Sumner. We look back with praise and
gratitude for her witness and the way she
has inspired so many people. Our mem-
bers worldwide have been beacons of hope for their communities, both with
prayer and practical help, bringing joy and reflecting the love of our Saviour Je-
sus Christ. We pray that we will be able to continue her vision, ensuring that the
role of Mothers’ Union will flourish and grow as we unite to be helping hands
across the world. Amen

May this special time of Christmas bring you peace and joy!
with love and best wishes from

EXSTSEUNION

Christian care for families

Barbara
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Cresswere!

Crossword Clues

1 ‘How long will you — your face from me?’ (Psalm 13:1) (4)

3 ‘Let us, then, go to him outside the camp, bearing the — he bore’(Hebrews
13:13) (8)

9 Posh sin (anag.) (Romans 8:15) (7)

10 Solemn pledges (Matthew 5:33) (5)

11 Italian term for full orchestra (5)

12 ‘For he who avenges blood remembers; he does not — the cry of the afflict-
ed’ (Psalm 9:12) (6)

14 Prescience (1 Peter 1:2) (13)

17 Where a Hindu holy man lives (6)

19 ‘If he found any... who belonged to the Way, whether — — women, he might
take them as prisoners’ (Acts 9:3) (3,2)

22 Fragrance (2 Corinthians 2:15) (5)

23 Vine hen (anag.) (Jonah 1:2) (7)

24 Precious stone decorating the twelfth foundation of the New Jerusalem
(Revelation 21:20) (8)

25 ‘Will you keep to the old path that evil men have — ?° (Job 22:15) (4)

Down

1 ‘Then Moses raised his arm and struck the rock twice with — — > (Numbers
20:11) (3,5)

2 “You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, “ — — mur-

der”” (Matthew 5:21) (2,3)

4 One of Paul’s many hardships endured as a servant of God (2 Corinthians 6:5)
(13)

5 ‘We ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, — inwardly’ (Romans
8:23) (5)

6 Changed (Daniel 6:8) (7)

7 ‘My yoke is — and my burden is light’ (Matthew 11:30) (4)

8 Recoil (Revelation 12:11) (6)

13 ‘O Lord, you have — me and you know me’ (Psalm 139:1) (8)

15 ¢ — to me the joy of your salvation’ (Psalm 51:12) (7)

16 Express sorrow (Isaiah 16:7) (6)

18 ‘Then he said to Thomas, “ — out your hand and put it into my side”” (John
20:27) (5)

20 ‘God has said, “ — will I leave you; — will I forsake you™’ (Hebrews 13:5) (5)
21 Son of Onam and brother of Shammai (1 Chronicles 2:28) (4)
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The Story of the Christingle

The word ‘Christingle’ actually means
‘Christ Light’, and celebrates the light
of Jesus coming into the world. Stories
of how the Christingle began originate
from the Moravian Church, which is
found in the Czech Republic. The Mo-
ravians have held Christingle services
for more than 200 years, and accord-
ing to them, this is how the first
Christingle might have been made:

Many years ago the children in a vil-
lage were asked to bring a Christmas
gift to put beside the crib in the
church. One family was very poor, and had no money for gifts, but the
three children were still determined to take something. The only nice thing
they had was an orange, so they decided to give the Christ-child that.

But then they discovered the top was going green, so the eldest cut it out,
and put a candle in the hole. To add some colour, one of the girls took a
red ribbon from her hair and tied it around the middle of the orange. It
was hard to make the ribbon stay still, so they fastened it in place with
toothpicks. The toothpicks looked a bit bare, so the youngest child added
some raisins to them.

The children took their decorated orange
lantern to the church for the Christmas
Mass. The other children sneered at their
meagre gift, but the priest seized upon it
with joy. He held it up as an example of
~ the true understanding of the meaning of
Christmas, for the following reasons:
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The orange is round, like the world; the candle gives us light in the dark,
like the love of God; the red ribbon goes round the ‘world’, as a symbol of
Christ’s blood, given for everyone; the four sticks point in all directions, and
symbolise that God is over all: North, South, East and West; and the fruit
and nuts (and sweets!) remind us of God’s blessings.

The Children’s Society first introduced the Christingle Service to The Church
of England in 1968. This candlelit celebration is an ideal way to share the
key messages of the Christian faith, while helping to raise vital funds to
help vulnerable children across the country.

Christingle services

This year, there are a number of Christingle services across our hub. On
December 2nd, St Luke’s and Holy Trinity will be lighting their Christingles
as part of their morning worship. St Peter’s will be at 4pm at St Peter’s
school on December 23rd and St Thomas’ Christingle service will be during
the morning worship on January 6th.

There is something truly magical as we light the first Christingle candle,
then share that light with each other, turn off the lights and sing “Away in a
Manger” with faces shining.

Swan

C['u‘isﬁn(] le

seTvoLlce
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Our Christmas services

St Thomas’

9am
10.45am

6.30pm

9am
10.45am

6.30pm

9am

10.45am
6.30pm

9.00am

6.30pm

3.45pm
11.00pm

10.30am

9.00am
10.45am

6.30pm

2nd December
Holy Communion

Toy Service
Evening Prayer

9th December
Morning Worship
Crib Service
Holy Communion
16th December
Holy Communion
Morning Worship

Carol Service

23rd December
Holy Communion

Morning Worship

Christmas Praise
24th December

Posada Walk & Service

Holy Communion

25th December

Christmas Communion

30th December
Morning Worship
Morning Worship

Holy Communion

St Luke’s

11.00am

11.00am

11.00am

11.00am

11.00pm

11.00am

11.00am

December 2018




Christmas around our hub

Advent Pilgrimage and Complines

As we prepare for Christmas, we will be sharing
Compline, refreshments and a short pilgrimage
across our hub each Thursday of Advent. As we trav-
el, talk, and pray together we’ll be reflecting on the
ways in which we are invited to mirror the pilgrim-
age of the Holy Family in our communities and lives.
Compline will begin at 7.30pm with the pilgrimage
start depending on the distance (none will be long).

6th December: 6.30 pm Walking from St Aidan’s to
Holy Trinity. 7.30pm Compline and refreshments at
Holy Trinity

13th December: 6.30 pm Walking from Holy Trinity
to St Peter's. 7.30pm Compline and refreshments at
St Peters

20th December: 6.30 pm Walking from St Peter's to
St Thomas'. 7.30pm Compline and refreshments at
| St Thomas afterwards

Peace of Mind
On Wednesday 19" December at 1.30PM in St. An- i

drew’s — a Christmas celebration with Ashton Commu-
nity Choir — all welcome to come along to enjoy some
Christmas Carols and Music.

St. Aidan’s CE Church Christmas Tree Festival
Come and see a spectacular array of beautifully decorat-
ed trees promoting businesses and groups in Billinge and

Check out the events for the weekend overleaf!
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Programme of Events

Opening Times
Friday 14" December -10.30am - 5pm
Saturday 15™ December -10am - 5pm
Sunday 16™ December - 12noon - 4pm

Friday 14" December

10:30 - Opening Ceremony followed by St Aidan’s School Choir
1:30pm - St Mary’s RC School Choir/ Band

7:30pm Pemberton Brass Band Concert -

Tickets £5.00 (incl refreshments)

Saturday 15" December

Enjoy an Afternoon Tea whilst listening to the entertainment
12:30pm — Grace Fisher & Maddie Teasdale singing Carols
1:00pm — School Choir singing Carols

From 12.30pm - Afternoon Teas served

Sunday 16" December
4:00pm Closing Service — Come along and enjoy a short service to
celebrate the closing of the Festival.

Please contact Alison Corkill (07837549722) if you would like to
sponsor a tree or for further information.

FREE EVENT (apart from concert)- Donations accepted
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Baley Landscapes Lt

FAMILY-RUN BUSINESS FOR OVER 20 YEARS

LANDSCAPING, FENCING, PATIOS

PRIVATE AND COMMERCIAL GARDEN
MAINTENANCE

HEADSTONES AND GRAVES LEVELLED AND
TIDIED UP

MOBILE: 07813 643930
EMAIL: graham.baileyl5@yahoo.co.uk

Directors: G Bailey, C Bailey and L Bailey
VAT Number 768/1716/00 Company Reg No. 4172616
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Opening Times

Monday Sam-Spm
Tuesday Sam-5pm
Wednesday Sam-5pm
Thursday Qam-Spm
Friday Sam-5pm
Saturday Sam-dpm

Sunday Closed Except for Mothering Sunday

Flowertime Florist
5 Bolton Road, Ashton in Makerfield. WIN4 84 A

Email: flowertime.ashton(@gmail.com
Tel: 01942 715716

‘We use the best quality Dutch flowers for all special
occasions such as Weddings, Anniversaries, Birthdays,
Funeral Tributes and many more. Please call today for

your free quotation’

Special Offers

** 5% Discount on Orders Under
£100 ( Minimum Spend £25
to receive discount )
% 10% Discount on Orders Over
£100
Please present this voucher at
Flowertime Florist to recetve any

of the above discounts. One

l‘UlM"h("f per customer.

- e
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December 2018




\"Pa wl CLET

o finting & Decoratling

B ELMWI“W } wA"“iE

Quality Workmanship

FREE No Obligation Quotes
Trustworthy & Reliable Service
Over 25 Years Experience

All Aspects of Decorating Covered

No Job Too Small

Tel: 01942 716389
Mob: 07765 078295

Email: pacreckec@sky.com

23

December 2018



MOBILE SCRATCH & SCUFF REPAIR

IAN BOARDMAN- SMART REPAIR TECHNICIAN
Mobile: 07769 717836

VAUXHALIL

SCRATCHFIX LIMITED

2 S-® @

SAVE UP TO 50% ON BODYSHOP COSTS

Don’t be without your car for days.. Most repairs completed within

the hour at your home or workplace

[ ]

Key and vandal scratches .
Textured bumper scuffs ¢

* Wing mirror scrapes

Alloy wheel repairs

Cracked bumper repairs
Stone chips

Colour coded bumper
scuffs

Full body polish

24
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FUNERAL DIRECTORS LTD

Local Independent Family Business

Traditional and modern fumeral esrvices

Horse-drawm or limousins driven funsral processions

Femarial Monuments and Services

Pre-peid Funeral Flans

Professional fimeral services in the Wigan areas.
To discuss any funeral plans please don't hesitate fo contact us teday.

Achland Housze
\(, %

Danssbrook House Cove Cottags Millorook Houss
21 Ladies Lan= 21 lohns Avenue 26 High Street
Hindley Haydock Golborne

Tel: 01942 515504 Tel: 01942 724777 Tek: D1942 272017

info.alanjonesfuneralsi@gmail com
www.alanjonesfuneraldirectors.com

o ¥
- %Y

December 2018
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R, 01942 727985
sales@eaveswaytravel.com

& www.eaveswaytravel.com

5* Cruiselink Service - Private Hire - Excursions

» Eavesway Cruiselink - taking thousands of people to and from
their cruise holiday each year in style and comfort

» Executive Coach Hire - perfect for school trips, sporting events
and days out

» Eavesway Exclusive - the very best in luxury coach travel, ideal
for corporate hospitality and special occasions

Eavesway Travel Ltd.
Bryn Side, Bryn Road, Ashton-in-Makerfield, Wigan, WN4 8BT

EAVESWAY

bowen‘leeming
-y opticians

e .

Mon 9:00 - 17:30
Tues 9:00 - 17:30
Weds 9:00 - 17:30
Thur 9:00 - 17:30
Fri 9:00 - 17:30
Sat 9:00 - 13:00
Sun - Closed

49 Gerard Street,
Ashton-in-Makerfield,

Wigan, 01942 722386
WN4 9AG info@bowenandleeming.com
26
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R BANRS & SON.
FUNERALS

Brian Halliwell Dip F.D M.B.I.E. ESTABLISHED 1921

Independent Funeral Directors ¢ Monumental Masons

A local family run business, R. Banks & Son are one of the largest
independent funeral directors in the Wigan area

Founded in 1921 and now with ten funeral homes across the Wigan area
the company has established itself by gaining a reputation for excellence,
professionalism and sympathetic attitude.

‘Golden Charter’ Pre Arrangement Funeral Scheme
e |nflation proof

* Peace of mind that painful decisions will be made rationally
Tailored to your individual needs

All necessary disbursements included i.e. Crematorium/
Burial fees, Church fees and Doctor’s fees.

One up front payment or monthly instalments 3@"%
Golden Charter * R
L

hxxo,\

‘,—
SAIFH
INDEFENDENT Id
J  FUNERAL

; . L FINANCE NOW AVAILABLE
24 hour service ® Caring family firm on Funerals & Memorials

Subject to status,
written details on request

www.rbanksandson.co.uk

Head Office: Halliwell House, 758/768 Ormskirk Rd, Pemberton, Wigan WN5 8BB
T: 01942 222156

Local Offices: Clifford House, 1 Grove Lane, Standish T: 01257 422011

Hallbank House, 407 Wigan Road, Bryn T:01942 271392 « Parsonage House, 100 Railway Road, Leigh T:01942 261415
Windsor House, 232 Scholes, Wigan T: 01942 820526 « Whitley House, 439 Gidlow Lane, Beech Hill T:01942 829200
Elliot House, 20 Shuttle Street, Tyldesley T: 01942 887312 « Bentham House, 220 Spendmore Lane, Coppull T: 01257 793880
Stretton House, 23 Hall Green, Upholland T: 01695 622099 « Templeton Lodge, Templeton Road, Platt Bridge T:01942 863936
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56 Belvedere Road,
Ashton-in-Makerfield,
Lancashire, WN4 8RU.

RIBA HY

Chartered Practice

t 01942 717300
e info@schaferassociates.co.uk
w www.schaferassociates.co.uk

Schafer Associates | Chartered Architects

ORRELL CHIROPODY
PRACTICE
10 Gathurst Road, Orrell
Routine Foot Care
Verrucae Treatments
Ingrowmg Toe Nails
Nail Surgery

HOME VISITS for the elderly and
infirm

Tel: 01942 215391
www.orrellchiropody.co.uk

All Vehicle Repairs

Carried Out
Includes: Servicing,
Diagnostics, Clutches, Timing
Belts and more......

Please phone 07845 180838 or

call in for a FREE quote
McG Auto Repairs Ltd
Cranberry Lodge Garage (behind
Macwest Motors)
Wigan Road Ashton in Makerfield
WN4 0BZ
www.mcgautorepairs.co.uk

28
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http://www.mcgautorepairs.co.uk/

C & A Hornby Ltd
Plumbing and Heating Services
11 Rydal Close, Ashton in Makerfield,
Wigan, WN4 8AU.

REGISTER

www.cahornbyplumbing.co.uk

Gas Safe: 11641
Telephone: Phil on 01942 727890 or 07867 576164

A local family run business, established for over 20 years and CRB
checked.

Contact us for:

All your plumbing needs including emergencies, repairs and
replacements.

X/
L X4

Boiler replacements and repairs including full systems and upgrades.

7
°e

Gas Fire replacements and repairs.

X/
L X4

All domestic gas work including emergencies.
Boiler and Gas Fire Service, Landlords Gas Safety Certificates, House
Move Gas Safety Certificates.

7
°e

All bathroom work undertaken - complete bathroom refurbishment with
design service.

X/
L %4

All kitchen work undertaken - complete kitchen refurbishment with
design service.

7
°

Rental Property Maintenance.

7
°

Insurance work undertaken
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We offer personal assistance including:

@ light housework convenience shops @
¢ washing & ironing dog walking ¢
@ shopping runs meal preparations @
¢ bedding changes day trips & activities @
@ companionship light gardening &

DBS checked Qﬁrst-ald quallﬁed Q food hyglene trained

PHONE: 07734 924066

EMAIL: blossombookings@gmail.com
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With Rob Carso®

A Star is Born (15)

Directed by Bradley Cooper
Stars: Lady Gaga, Bradley Cooper, Sam Elliott, Andrew Dice Clay, Dave Chapelle,
Rafi Gavron, Anthony Ramos, Barry Shabaka Henley, Ron Rifkin, and Michael D.
Roberts

In a Nutshell: There’s a reason that certain stories are told time and time again, be
it that they’re just easy money or a easy sell, or that you can adapt them any which
way you want for a new generation and they’ll always work in so many ways and
completely win over that generation too like so many others before... and in the
case of A Star is Born it's been told countless times and for each generation, a new
version of the story is told that works for it's respective generation and wins them
over as well as the generation that enjoyed the previous versions, they fall for it
anew like they never heard it before. Two things stand out boldly here that differ it
from previous versions too, firstly the directorial debut of one Bradley Cooper, who
here proves just how much of a talented human being he truly is, because not only
is his performance absolutely jaw dropping but his direction is so raw, so beautiful
and nuanced that you wouldn’t believe this was his debut, you’d have him pegged
as a classic director. Secondly though in a way not always too surprising, Lady Ga-
ga goes from simply being an extraordinary musical talent to being a jaw dropping
actress also with a performance that matches Coopers’ at every turn, both of them
are very much guaranteed to win or be nominated for awards glory very shortly.
With such great talent, naturally comes a soundtrack bursting with beautiful raw
original music, with some terrific new songs that are sure to stick emotionally in the
memory long after the movie has finished. It rounds it all off with a lovely supporting
cast of familiar faces who all give sterling support, with Sam Elliott the most nu-
anced of all as Bradleys’ characters brother, some of the scenes he get will knock
you out with the extremely subtle and beautiful moments he gets that are so simple
yet so effective, a third performance that surely deserves all the accolades. The
greatest strength of this terrific piece of cinema is that it tells a well-worn story in a
fresh and emotional way, and never leaves you going ‘well | saw that coming’ and
tells such a simple cliched plot in a natural and beautiful way that will leave you
breathless and in emotional ruin... do yourself a favor and see it immediately.
Rating: 9/10
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Bohemian Rhapsody (15)

Directed by Bryan Singer and Dexter Fletcher

Stars: Rami Malek, Gwilym Lee, Joseph Mazello, Lucy Boynton, Ben Hardy, Aidan Gillen,
Tom Hollander, Allen Leech, Aaron McCusker, Ace Bhatti, Mike Myers, Meneka Das, Priya
Blackburn, and Dermot Murphy

In a Nutshell: It is so incredibly hard to condense most extraordinary lives into big bold
blockbuster biopics; how can you tell such explosive and bombastic stories in a decent
running time without losing everyone... yet it's been done time and time again? Witness
the terrific Joaquin Phoenix and Reese Witherspoon tearing up the screen as the Cashs’
or just how explosive a pre-Panther Chadwick Boseman was as James Brown? Yet both
arguably still probably skipped through stuff and told a linear tale of highlights... and so we
come to the most extraordinary musician of all time and the most dynamic tale ever told.
So how do we even begin to tackle this one? After a huge bout of production history, the
answer is complicated | guess but it's been solved by simply telling what you can of the
huge history in that same whirlwind bite size way but with perfect performances and great
love and respect for the artists and their music. After much casting changes, Rami Malek
was cast as Freddie and he’s simply perfect (yes, there’s part of me that thinks Sacha
would have been perfect too but oh well), nailing the vulnerability and the voice and the
mannerisms and also nailing the arrogance and pomp that made him such the perfect
wannabe star and then the perfect superstar... it's simply a perfect and beautiful portrayal.
The other three members of the band too are perfectly portrayed, you’d think you were
watching a documentary with how much they act and look like them, especially Lee as
Brian May who is simply note perfect. Rounding out the cast is a bunch of reliable faces in
key roles and a beautiful turn by Lucy Boynton as Mary, who was a key role in Freddie’s
life and stuck with him through everything. The music is as amazing as ever, it's not re-
done or reworked, the simple original tunes are worked into the story and the performanc-
es are simply perfect, you wouldn’t realize it was mimed or lip synced. The great thing
about this film in the end, is even though it skips over some bold and important events in
their fullness, it stills recognizes and addresses them and makes them an important part of
the narrative... it tells what it needs to tell in a beautiful, enjoyable and crowd-pleasing
way... if you've had your doubts about this film doing what you need it to do... then give it
a chance because it will surprise you, it will move you.... It will, it will rock you!

Rating: 9/10

With Rob Carso®

Also Seen:

First Man (12A) 8/10

Bad Times at the El Royale (15) 8/10
Halloween (18) 9/10

The Nutcracker and the Four Realms (PG) 8/10
Venom (15) 7/10

Johnny English Strikes Again (PG) 6/10

Juliet, Naked (15) 8/10

32 December 2018



0
! <ne Film Revigy,,

n

Also Out in December

Sorry to Bother You (15) (Dec 7") The Old Man and the Gun (12A) (Dec 7") White Boy Rick
(15) (Dec 7™)

Spider-Man: Into the Spider Verse (PG) (Dec 12™) Aquaman (12A) (Dec 14™)

Mortal Engines (12A) (Dec 14"™)  Mary Poppins Returns (PG) (Dec 21%) Bumblebee
(12A) (Dec 26™)

Holmes and Watson (15) (Dec 26™)

With Rob carse®

In January’s Issue:

® Review of Fantastic Beasts: The Crimes of Grindlewald
The Top 19 Must-See Movies for 2019!

Suduko puzzie

9|6

N
0
N
©

© O~ NN
W

2 8 4 o

119

_L
™ N AN
N
o
W
™

© 2008 KrazyDad.com
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St Thomas'’
Donations & Remembrance

Please place your donatfion in an
envelope with your full name and
amount written on if. Please hand in
at church or post to the vicarage.
Please make any cheques payable
to St Thomas’ PCC. If you want the
donatfion to be for something
specific, please write clearly on the
envelope.

Thank you

GIFT AID
If you are a UK tax payer and
would like church to be able to
claim back 25p for every £1 you
donate, please complete a

Gift Aid form or state on your
envelope that you are a UK tax
payer, would like the donation
to be Gift Aided and include
your full name and address.

With thanks to those who have donated this month to
General , Heating, Building & Maintenance, Asylum Seeker Ministry &
Africa Fund

Funds currently in use are: Africa Fund, Asylum Seeker, Audio Visual,
Church Hall, Building & Maintenance, Garden of Rest, General, Grave
Maintenance, Heath Road Graveyard Heating and Youthwork

Unless otherwise stated donations will go into the General Fund.

i If you wish to discuss any issues around Wills and Legacies please
i ring the Parish Treasurer Sarah Riley on 01942 722747

All donations must be received by 11th December to be printed in
the January Magazine.
Any donations received after this will be printed in the next edition.
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In loving memory of Dorothy Taylor Simpkin Birthday wishes
for 25th December. A dear wife, mother, Grandma & great
Grandma from husband Derek, Philip & Wendy, Geoffrey & Steph,
Andrew & Tanya, Margaret & Colin, Janet & Tony, Jim & Sandra
and all your grandchildren. Sadly missed.

In loving memory of Tom and Pat Mcilwee from Karen, Linda and
families

Keith and Andrea Livesley Special Christmas memories of
my husband Keith & daughter Andrea. Love & missing you both
this Christmas Rita & all the family.

Anniversary remembrance of Ted & Betty Grimshaw
Loving and much loved parents in law and grandparents 4th Dec
and 28th November from Pat &the boys

Loving Christmas memories of Gordon Lyon
Sadly missed from Marie, Barbara, John, Madolyn & Rob, David,
Sharon, Ruby & Geena

Anniversary remembrance of Arthur Shaw 30th December A loving
dad and grandad from Barbara, Malcolm & family

In loving memory of Peter Raymond (8th November)

In loving memory of Fred Conroy My wonderful husband from
loving wife Rene & family

In loving memory of Ena Jones my dear mum from loving
daughter Rene and family

Anniversary remembrance of Gladys Burchall a dear mother and
Gran (28th October) from Doreen Rimmer & family

Anniversary remembrance of Kenneth Rimmer a dear husband,
dad & grandad (6th Nov) from Doreen Rimmer & family

el s
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Birthday memories of Ken Parkinson 6th December a dear hus-
band from his loving wife Vera, children and grandchildren

Anniversary remembrance of Margaret Hilton 3rd December a
much loved aunt from Karen and Alec

Special Christmas memories of Austin Bullen A loving husband,
dad, grandad & father in law from wife Jean, Karen & Keith, Jaki &
Simon, Toni & Ben. Sadly missed.

Christmas memories of Stan Shaw from Betty, Karen, Gill & fami-
lies

Special Christmas memories of Elizabeth Holden Much loved
mum, nan and great gran from Brian & Sue, Vicki, Neil, Beth, Josh,
Phoebe, Aidan & Mia

In loving memory of Tom and Pat Mcllwee from Linda, Karen and
families

Anniversary remembrance of Arthur Shaw _ 30th Dec)
A loving dad and grandad from Barbara, Malcolm & family

Anniversary remembrance of John Makinson
(31st Dec) From Margaret and family

In loving memory of Chris Ashcroft from Susan, Darren, Nicola
and Lily-Mae

e i

For advertising in the Church magazine, please contact Church Office on

01942 721484 or email magazine@stthomasstluke.org
For magazine delivery please contact Jack Stuart on 01942 276972

Or to be added to the mailing list and receive the magazine online please

visit
www.stthomasstiuke.org.uk
to sign up!
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Bible Bites
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Ladies on duty

Ist Dec Margaret Lyon, Kath Pilling, Barbara Davies
8th Dec Meta Laites, Kath Vella, Linda Malley
15th Dec All ladies-Christmas flowers
22nd Dec All ladies-Christmas flowers
29th Dec All ladies-Christmas flowers

Flowers in church Nativity Window

In loving memory of a very dear mum Margaret Hilton (3rd
December) from Alison, Adrian, Beccy & Chris

Flower Guild donations

Special Christmas memories of a loving husband, dad, grandad
and father in law Austin Bullen from wife Jean, Karen, Keith, Jaki,
Simon, Toni & Ben

Thinking of all loved ones at Christmas time from Elsie Deluce

38
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Flowers in church this month
Date Altar Lady Chapel
In memory of all loved In memory of all loved ones
Ist Dec | ones from Janet & Doug | from Mrs M Wood & family &
Wildman & family Mr & Mrs Lawton & family
8th Vacant In memory of all loved ones
Dec from the Bailey family
15th Christmas flowers Congregation
Dec greg
22nd . .
Dec Christmas flowers Congregation
29th . .
Dec Christmas flowers Congregation

December birth flower
The December birth flowers are holly
and narcissus (specifically, the paperwhite).

i The holly symbolizes your wish for domes-

i tic happiness. Although some animals and birds
enjoy holly berries, they are semi-toxic

to humans. The good news is that deer tend to avoid eating holly.

The narcissus conveys that you want your beloved to stay just the way they are. While there are
many types of narcissus, the paperwhite is the winter-growing variety and the birth flower
for December.
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Flowers in church for December

2nd Dec Vacant
9th Dec In loving memory of a dear wife Valerie Ann Boon (12th
Dec) with love from John & family
16th Dec Birthday memories (20th) of Peggy Royle from John,
Karen, Ken & Katie
23rd Dec In loving memory of Husband Colin and son Stuart from
Joan Graham
30th Dec Vacant

T e M. &

Christmas and birthday remembrance of a dear friend Angela Baxter

from Debra.

Verses for the Year

Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have summoned you by

name; you are mine.

I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has
called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.

40

Philippians 3:14
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Registers

Funerals - “May they rest in peace”

2nd Nov Stephen Pennington Wentworth Road 58
5th Nov Jack Adamson Chimes Road 90
13th Nov Mary Hesketh Ellesmere Road 85
14th Nov Raymond Bradshaw Glendale Avenue 82
19th Nov John Dutton Naylor Farm Ave 73
23rd Nov Vera Stanley Ashton View 91
27th Nov Margaret Welding Malvern Close 89

Holy Baptism -
“We welcome them into the Lord’s family”

11th Nov

Murphy Rohan Black

Hazelhurst Grove

25th Nov

Harry David Morgan

Coldstone Drive

42
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Church Organisations in the Parish of

St Thomas, Ashton-in Makerfield

Boys Brigade
Captain Gareth Hamlett 07903866501

Anchor Boys (Tues 5:45pm)
Olwen Wright 389595
Junior Section (Tues 6:45pm)
Kat Duckworth 07517486188
Company Section (Tues 7:30pm)
Contact Gareth Hamleft

Girl Guides
Rainbows (Tues 5:30pm)
Anne Wooff 724207
3rd & 4th Ashton Brownies (Wed)
3rd Ashton Guides/Rangers
(Tues 7:15pm)
Rachel Starkie 718350

Children’s Sunday Clubs St Thomas’

Coffee Mornings at St Thomas’

Bubbles (Pre-School)
Splash (R-Y2), Xstream (Y3-Y6)
Bell Tower (Y7-Y11)

Sue Thomas 07877 704645
sue@stthomasandstluke.co.uk

Tues 10:00am-12:00pm
Barbara Taylor 205136

Flower Guild
Meta Laites 723679

Children, Young People and Families
Sue Thomas 07877 704645

Music Group Sunday 10:45am
Mary Owen 203277

Wednesday Weenies
Wed 1:00-2:30pm - Church Hall
Lynn Anderton 07725 324447

Saturday FM
4:00-5:00pm - St Thomas' School
Nicola Burgess 706841

Duke of Edinburgh’s Award (14-18+)
Sun 7:30pm Church Hall
Ceri Mansell 727417

St Thomas’ Mothers’ Union
3d Wed: 7:30pm
Barbara Taylor 205136

Fairtrade Stall
3rd Sun 12:00pm
Anne & Chris Wooff 724207

Fur Clemt Stubshaw
Mon 12:00-1:00pm at St Luke's
Jennifer Harrison 718618

Litter Pick 1st Sat 10:00-12:00

Bowling Club

Anne & Chris Wooff 724207 Henry Hunter 712709
Asylum Seeker Support Messy Tots

Anne & Chris Wooff 724207

Wed 10:00 - 11:30 atf St Luke's
Sue Thomas 07877 704645

December 2018
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Church Officials in the Parish of

St Thomas, Ashton-in Makerfield
Church Office, Church Hall Bookings &
Magazine Editor / Advertising

Vicar
Rev Jeremy Thomas 727275

Vicki Linnett 721484
office@stthomasstluke.org.uk
magazine@stthomasstluke.org.uk

Curate Ordained Local Minister
Rev Sam Cowling - Green 272277 Rev lzzy Schafer 717300
Rev Flic Cowling - Green 272277

Sunday Morning Worship St Thomas'’ Sunday Morning Worship St Luke’s
Carole Pye 517318

Jan Cornthwaite 721626

Readers St Thomas' Church Wardens
Malcolm Bold 276379 Tony Cornthwaite 721626
Alan Harrison 718618 Paula Gillespie 711270

Tricia Hancox 201540 Deputy Wardens
Carole Pye 517318 Barbara Taylor 205136
Phil Hayton 273183
Prayer St Luke’s Church Warden
Carol Foster 733263 Carole Pye 517318
John Boon 728900

PCC Secretary Church Architect

Bill Schafer 717300

Dorothy Burgess 701542

doftib.701@gmail.com
St Thomas’ Organist

Electoral Roll Secretary
Paul Tushingham 711085

Paula Gillespie 711270
Gift Aid Secretary F.W.O. Secretary
Clare Hayton 273183 Jackie Wilson 712368
St. Luke’s Donation Secretary Treasurer
Mike Pye 517318 Sarah Riley 07712 584954
St. Luke’s Treasurer

Magazine Distribution Co-ordinator
Jack Stuart 726972 John Boon 728900
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