
1 St. Thomas and St. Luke’s Church Magazine April 2015 

 



2 St. Thomas and St. Luke’s Church Magazine April 2015 

 

Church Services in the Parish of 

St Thomas, Ashton-in-Makerfield 

Sundays  

St Thomas’s  St Luke’s  

9.00a.m. Holy Communion 
8.30 a.m.  

Holy Communion  

(1st Sunday Only)  

10.45 am 

Family Worship 

(1st Sunday Parade 

& 4th Sunday  

Family Communion) 

11.00 a.m. 

Family Worship  

(2nd Sunday  

Family Communion) 

6.30 p.m. 

Evening Worship 

(3rd and 5th Sunday  

Holy Communion) 

4.15 p.m. 
Holy Communion 

(3rd Sunday Only) 

Weekdays 

Thursday 

9.45 a.m. 

Holy Communion  

(BCP 1662) 

Other services and Saints’ Days as 

announced.  Please see weekly 

notice sheet or visit website for 

dates, details or exceptions. 

Parish Office: St Thomas’s Church Vestry, Thursday 6.30 – 7.30 p.m: For 

all enquiries regarding church matters and arranging baptisms and 

weddings.  Contact - 01942 721484. 

Deadlines: Handwritten material should be given to Malcolm Taylor, and 

email material to stthomasandstlukesmagazine@gmail.com   

Deadline May 2015 June 2015 

Hand Written 12th April 10th May 

Computer 19th April 17th May 

Magazine Release 3rd May 31st May 
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Important Parish Information 
Baptisms 

Baptisms are held at St Thomas 

Church at 12.45 on the 2nd & 4th 

Sundays. Baptisms at St Luke’s are at 

11 am  on the 3rd Sunday. 

 

To qualify for baptism parents should 

live within the parish boundaries or 

be a regular worshipper at St 

Thomas’s/St Luke’s. Parents and 

Godparents should also be 

prepared to undertake baptism 

preparation classes. 

Marriage 

You can marry in a C of E church 

of your choice if certain criteria 

are shown to be met. For details 

please contact the vicar or call in 

at Vestry Hour on a Thursday 

evening. 

 

Funerals 

Every parishioner has the right to a 

service in church, followed by a 

committal. 
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Diary / The Parish Giving Scheme            6 

The Boys Brigade           7 

Mothers Union              8 

Free Will Offerings            9  
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St Luke’s Flowers          25 

The Film Review with Rob Carson       26 
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Our Page           32 
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Don't you hate knowing the end of a film 
before you have had the chance to see it for 
yourself? Having the clever twist, the final 
act, the big reveal known to us can change 
the way we approach and perceive the story. 
But of course that‟s how we see the Easter 
story today.  
 
As the drama of Holy Week unfolds, as we see the storm gather 
around Jesus, we witness the biased and corrupt trial proceedings. 
We are horrified by the cruel and brutal punishment being meted out. 
And yet at all times in the back of our minds we have the knowledge 
of the resurrection. 
 
This is one story that is enhanced by the knowledge of the final twist. 
For to have only part of the picture, an incomplete story, means we 
are left in a state of fear and paralysis. The liberating knowledge that 
God can conquer all things transforms the story, gives us all the 
strength and encouragement to tackle what we face in our lives. 
 
In the immediate aftermath of Jesus‟ death the disciples themselves 
had no idea how the story would end. They were disillusioned and 
confused, running scared and in disarray. But the knowledge of the 
resurrection and power of the Holy Spirit enabled them to form 
themselves into a group equipped and empowered to spread the 
Gospel throughout the known world – to turn that world upside down. 
 
There are many times in each of our lives when we might wish we 
know the end of a particular story or of a situation we're facing. When 
we could have the certainty that the decisions we will make will be 

Bishop Pauls Easter 

Message 2015 
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right, just, and see our work crowned with glory. But sadly, so often 
we can feel in the Saturday shadow of the cross, looking back to defeat 
rather than forward towards hope. 
 
Sadder still are the large numbers we encounter who have no idea that 
hope is even possible - who haven‟t heard what God can do, who 
haven‟t experienced his life enhancing, life transforming love. It is to 
them we, as a church wanting to make a bigger difference, are 
reaching. 
 
In every parish and every community in our diocese that sense of hope 
can be offered in the work we do – pastoral care, feeding the poor, 
speaking about the way our society should be led and should be 
shaped. What these things have in common is hope. Hope for the 
poor, hope for the lonely, hope for the vulnerable, hope for the scared. 
 
We are empowered to make that difference because we know the 
story. We know it ends with the promise of the Spirit and the hope of 
eternal life. We can be difference-makers because we are part of the 
story. And we know how it ends. 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Bishop Pauls Easter Message 2015 
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Daily / Weekly Events in our Church - April 2015 

Monday  Morning Prayer.    9.00am   

  

Tuesday  Morning Prayer.    9:00am 

   Coffee Morning. (Church Hall) 10:00am - 12:00pm 

   Church open for prayer.  7.30-8.30pm 

    

Wednesday Morning Prayer.    9.00am                           

 

Thursday  Holy Communion.   9:45am 

   Princes Pantry. (St Luke’s)  11:30am - 1:00pm 

   Vestry hour.    6.30-7.30 pm 

 

These are the usual events in our church, please see the notices 

for details of other activities taking place. For details of 

organisations and who to contact see back page of magazine. 

The Parish Giving Scheme 
 

This new scheme is another example of a situation were your Parish needs YOU. 
It has been developed and is now in place in 90 Diocese across the country. It has 

been accepted by our own PCC and it is now necessary that we go ahead to 
implement it in our Parish.  

 
Let me explain, the Scheme which works on the basis that your regular donations 

are made on a monthly, quarterly or annual basis, whichever you choose, with 

direct debit payments on the 1st of the month. The benefit to Church finances is 
that your full gift and any associated Gift Aid is automatically credited to our 

accounts on the 10th of the same month and  with a considerable saving in 
administration. Don't be alarmed as there is no long term commitment as you can 

change or cancel the amount at anytime by a simple phone call. 

 
The fact that Gift Aid is added immediately, does really make it particularly 

important that our regular givers, who are tax payers, convert to the scheme. In 
the past we have had to wait, sometimes a number of years, for the Gift Aid to be 

credited to us.  
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This arrangement means that we gain the extra 25 pence for every pound you 

give within 10 days of the gift. 
 

The forms are available on request from me or from our Treasurer Sarah and if 
you have any questions we would both be happy to answer these in the 

strictest confidence. 

 
I cannot put too much emphasis on the importance of your embracing the 

scheme without delay. If you do go ahead and currently have a standing order 
in place please do not cancel this until you hear from the Diocese that the new 

arrangement is in place. 
Malcolm  

 

 

 

 

1st Ashton in Makerfield Boys 
Brigade 
 
 

March was a quiet month at BB, although “quiet” is the wrong word 
to use with groups of energetic  boys running about. 
 
The Anchors took part in a “Wheelathon”, 
using bikes and scooters, to raise money for 
Comic Relief. We will let you know how we got 

on later. 
 
For taking part, the boys earned a Community Sticker, which goes 
towards their badge.  They all got a Red Nose too. 

 
Company Section are busy planning a weekend away 
in April for themselves and Juniors. 
 

We wish them well. 
 
The Officers and Helpers 
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Diary 
Branch dates 

 
Wednesday 15 April Church Hall 7.30pm Speaker is Mrs Carol Banks - The 
way we were. 
 
Wednesday 15 April Deanery Festival at St Mark's Church Newtown 
7.30pm 
 
 
Thank you for  everyone who helped in any way to make 
our Brunch the best we have ever had. Those providing 
cakes, tombola or raffle prizes, bric a brac, everyone who 
provided soup etc and everyone who helped on the day 
in the kitchen, on the stalls and who waited on. It was wonderful day and 
we raised the magnificent sum of £605.67which will  go to MU Projects both 
here and overseas. 
 
 
On the 16th January we were saddened to hear that Enid Hodgkinson had 
passed away. Enid was a very loyal and dedicated member of the MU, she 
rarely missed a meeting sitting on the front row at St Luke's and the second 
row in the middle at St Thomas'. She will be greatly missed by all our 
members. I am sure that I speak for all when I pass on our sympathy to Jan 
Tony and all their family and friends. 
 
Then on the 27th February another member died suddenly, May Roscoe. 
Although she had suffered with heart problems for many years she was 
always interested in everything that was going on in the MU. She always 
enjoyed the visits from our home communion team. We pass on our 
sympathy to Norman Julie and Grandson Sam and all their family and 
friends. 
 
We pray that Enid and May be at peace with our Lord Jesus Christ in his 
Everlasting Arms forever.  
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Lord Jesus Christ, you gave your all so that we might have life;  
you counted yourself as nothing so that we might rejoice in the wonder 
of your love;  
you endured agony of body, mind and spirit, so that we might receive 
mercy and know the peace that only you can give.  
Help us today to recognise more clearly everything you 
did for us, and so inspire us to give a little of ourselves 
in return.  
Teach us to walk the way of the cross and to bear the 
cost gladly for the joy set before us,  
for your name‟s sake.  
Amen. 
 
 
 

Love and God Bless 

 Barbara 

FREE WILL OFFERINGS—FEBRUARY 2015 

DATE AMOUNT 
NO. OF 

ENVELOPES 

AVERAGE 

PER  

ENVELOPE 

1/2/15 801.00 47 17.04 

 9/2/15 566.35 86 5.59 

16/2/15 434.75 99 4.39 

23/2/15 304.80 60 5.08 

TOTALS 2106.90 292  

AVERAGE 526.73 73 
8.03 
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St. Thomas’ C of E Primary 
School   
 

Ashton Book Day 
 
On Friday 6th February all junior pupils walked to 
Ashton Library to meet a full time writer, Steve 
Hartley, whose books include a collection about a boy 
named Oliver Fibbs. Steve explained that Oliver was just an ordinary boy 
with an extraordinary imagination, who didn‟t tell fibs, just incredible 
stories. In fact „‟Oliver Fibbs – Attack of the alien brain‟‟ won the Surrey 
Libraries Children‟s book award in 2014.  
 
The author has also published an excellent and extremely humorous 
series of books entitled „‟Danny Baker Record Breaker‟‟. A total of seven 
books have been published under this title. 
 
Mr Hartley ensured that all the children had a great time whilst learning 
how to be creative with their own writing. He encouraged every child to 
enjoy reading and try to write with a fun attitude.  
 
We would like to express a big thank you to Mr Hartley for a great 
learning experience.  
 
World Book Day 
 
A group of students from Y2, Y5, and Y6 were selected to take part in 
„‟World book day reading challenge‟‟ that was held at Nicol Mere Primary 
School on 2nd  of March and was attended by numerous schools from the 
Wigan Borough.  
 
Our children took part in diverse activities ranging from quizzes to 
competitive writing team, as well as many others, and we are proud to 
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say they did extremely well. Everyone from St Thomas would like to say 
„‟Congratulations to you all, you were brilliant‟‟.  
 
Proverbs 16:3  
 
Commit to the Lord whatever you do and your plans will succeed. 

 
Student Prayer of the Month 
 
Dear Jesus, 
thank you for everything I have got, please help people that are less 
fortunate than me. Let there be peace and love throughout the world, I 
want everyone to know that you died for us so we can have forgiveness. 
Please bless everyone in my church and school. 
Amen 
 
Jason Naylor 
Y6  

 
God’s blessings be with you this Easter time. 
Elaine Mateus  

TANGO 
TANGO at St. Marks Church,  

Haydock support and resource families within the 

Haydock/Ashton area by providing food; clothing; 

furniture and household items.  

 

If you have any items of furniture that you no 

longer want TANGO will collect Free Of Charge 

from your home. Please tel. 07784344538 to 

arrange collection.  

 

If you want more information about TANGO 

please ring: 01744 607388  
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ALAN JONES 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS MEMORIALS 

LOCAL INDEPENDENT FAMILY BUSINESS 
 

PERSONAL AND PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 

24 - HOURS 
 

FUNERAL HOMES & CHAPELS OF REST 

Ashland House 

87 Old Road 

Ashton in Makerfield 

Wigan 

01942 271824  

New Memorial Headstones & Vases 

Inscriptions & Renovations 

Free Estimates 

We Also Offer Our Own 

“Eternal Peace” 

Pre Paid Funeral Plans 

Custodian Trustee 

Capita Trust Limited 

All Enquiries Confidential 

Members of 

National Association of Funeral Directors (NAFD) 

Society of Allied & Independent Funeral Directors (SAIF) 

British Institute of Embalmers (BIE) 

British Institute of Funeral Directors (BIFD) 

 

All funerals under the Personal Direction of 

Alan Jones 

Danesbrook House 

21 Ladies Lane 

Hindley 

Wigan 

01942 525504 

Millbrook House 

56 High Street 

Golborne 

Warrington 

01942 272027 

Dove Cottage 

51 Johns Avenue 

Haydock 

St Helens 

01942 724777 
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R. Banks & Son 
(FUNERALS) LTD 

Members of National Association of Funeral Directors,  

Society of Independent Funeral Directors  
 

Director:  Brian Halliwell M.B.I.E. Dip.F.D. 
 

● Pre-paid Funeral Plans 

● Daimler Limousines 

● 24 Hour Service 

Email: rbanksfunerals@callnetuk.com 
Website: www.funeralserviceswigan.co.uk 

Branch Offices    

 PARSONAGE HOUSE 

  100 RAILWAY ROAD 

    LEIGH 

  Telephone: (01942) 261415 

HALLBANK HOUSE 

407 WIGAN ROAD, BRYN 

ASHTON-IN-MAKERFIELD 

Telephone: (01942) 271392 

WINDSOR HOUSE 

232 SCHOLES, WIGAN 

Telephone: (01942) 820526 

CLIFFORD HOUSE 

No. 1 GROVE LANE 

STANDISH 
WIGAN 

Telephone: (01257) 422011 
 

FUNERAL 
DIRECTORS 

AND 
MONUMENTAL 

MASONS 

HALLIWELL HOUSE 
758/768 ORMSKIRK ROAD 
 PEMBERTON, WIGAN 

Telephone:  

(01942) 222156 
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KEITH TATHAM 

Upholstery & Antique Renovations 

Furniture Repair & Re-styling 
CUSTOMER CAR PARKING 

TEL: 01942 727605 

WORKSHOP 

115-117 BOLTON ROAD 

ASHTON-IN-MAKERFIELD 

 

MEMBER OF  

THE ASSOCIATION 

OF MASTER 

UPHOLSTERERS 

FOR A COMPLETE SERVICE & FREE PROFESSIONAL ADVICE 

ZEISS LENS CENTRE 

OPEN 6 DAYS 9:00 - 5:30 

SAT 1:00 CLOSE 

 

BOWEN & LEEMING 

01942 722386  
61 Gerard Street,  Ashton - in-Makerfield  

LARGE STOCK 

OF FRAMES & 

LENSES FROM 

DESIGNER TO 

BUDGET 

CONTACT LENS 

SPECIALISTS 

ON SITE 

LABORATORY 

HOME VISITS 

AVAILABLE 
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C & A Hornby Ltd 
Plumbing and Heating Services 

11 Rydal Close, Ashton in Makerfield, 

Wigan, WN4 8AU. 

Gas Safe:  11641 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

www.cahornbyplumbing.co.uk 
 

Telephone: Phil on 01942 727890 or 07867 576164 
 

A local family run business, established for over 20 years and CRB 
checked. 

 
Contact us for: 

 

All your plumbing needs including emergencies, repairs and 
replacements. 

 
Boiler replacements and repairs including full systems and upgrades. 

 

Gas Fire replacements and repairs. 
 

All domestic gas work including emergencies. 
Boiler and Gas Fire Service,  Landlords Gas Safety Certificates, House 

Move Gas Safety Certificates. 
 

All bathroom work undertaken - complete bathroom refurbishment with 
design service. 

 

All kitchen work undertaken - complete kitchen refurbishment with 
design service. 

 

Rental Property Maintenance. 
 

Insurance work undertaken 
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 2B The Gerard Centre 
 Ashton In Makerfield 
 Wigan 
 WN4 9AN 
 Tel: 01942 727159 
 
Qualified Funeral Director Ron Conway (Dip FD, 
BIFD) 
 

 24 Hour Personal, Friendly Service to provide 

care, help and support 

 Pre-Paid Funeral Plans 

 All Aspects of Memorial Work Undertaken 

 

 

http://www.co-operative.coop/funeralcare/


20 St. Thomas and St. Luke’s Church Magazine April 2015 

 



21 St. Thomas and St. Luke’s Church Magazine April 2015 

 
CARPET CLEAN DIRECT 

 
Carpets Supplied/Fitted/

Cleaned 
 

Upholstery & Suites  
 

Fabric/Leather 
 

Pet Odours Removed 
 

10% OAP Discount 
 

Call David on 
07805 413702 
01942 703842 

LYNDA BUNTING  

BSc (Hons) Podiatry, M.Ch.S 

HPC Registered 

CHIROPODY/PODIATRY 
HOME VISITING SERVICE  

IN YOUR AREA 
 

      Prices from 
     £18 

      Including Foot Massage 
 

Treatment for all conditions 
causing foot discomfort 

Evening Appointments Available 
 

For an appointment please 
telephone 

01942 730857 / 07835 446505 

ORRELL CHIROPODY PRACTICE 
    

 General Foot care FROM £18          
    

Verrucae Treatments inc Surgery 

 In growing toenails 
 

 Nail Surgery under local anaesthetic 
 

HOME VISITS for the elderly and infirm 
   

 Dr Comfort shoes 1/2 sizes and 4 width fittings 
   

TEL 01942 215391 ring for an appointment 
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R & T Lewis Catering 
70 Simpkin Street, Abram, Wigan, Lancashire WN2 5PT 

Home Telephone: 01942 861457       Mobile Telephone: 07889784512 

 

R&T Lewis catering is a family run catering business with  

an excellent reputation for delivering a first class service.   

Our experience in outside catering enables us to cater for any occasion.  

We specialise in the following 

Hot & Cold Buffet Service (7 Days a Week) 

 

Whatever the Occasion each function will receive our personal attention 

An Example of one of our popular funeral buffet is detailed below 

 

Assorted Fresh Cut Sandwiches  

(Ham/Turkey/Egg Mayo/ Cheese & Onion) 

Hot new Potatoes 

Assorted Quiche 

Whist Pie 

Sausage Rolls 

Open Finger Rolls 

Salmon &Cucumber 

Assorted Savouries 

Crisp Green Salad 

Cheese Board 

Assortment of Small Cakes 

Scones with Jam & Fresh 

Cream 

£4.00 per head 

 

Unlimited Tea & Coffee (for a small extra charge) 

At all functions staff provide a full service throughout:  

from the delivery, serving and the clearing away after the function.   

All buffets ordered can be delivered to either the venue or the home. 

We have varied hot & cold buffet menus as well as a varied choice of  

set meal menus, ensuring that all requirements can be met.   

All menus can be adapted to suit individual customer requirements. 

References and Testimonials are available on request. 
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FAMILY-RUN BUSINESS FOR OVER 20 YEARS 
 

   

 

LANDSCAPING, FENCING, PATIOS 
 

   

 

GARDENS DESIGNED AND BUILT 
 

   

 

PRIVATE AND COMMERCIAL GARDEN 
MAINTENANCE 

 
   

 

HEADSTONES AND GRAVES LEVELLED AND 
TIDIED UP 

 
 

PHONE: 01257 483561 
MOBILE: 07813 643930 

EMAIL: graham.bailey15@yahoo.co.uk  
 

Directors: G Bailey, C Bailey and L Bailey 
VAT Number 768/1716/00 Company Reg No. 4172616 
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St Thomas’ Flowers 

 

DATE 

 

LADIES ON DUTY 

4TH 

APRIL 

 

ALL LADIES—EASTER FLOWERS 

11TH 

APRIL 

 

ALL LADIES—TIDY UP 

18TH 

APRIL 

 

Mrs Hibbert, Mrs Lyon, Mrs Davies and Dismantle 

25TH 

APRIL 

 

Mrs Laites, Mrs Malley, Mrs Vella, Kayleigh Speakman 

FLOWERS IN CHURCH DURING APRIL 

DATE ALTAR  LADY CHAPEL 

5TH 

APRIL 

 

CONGREGATION 

 

CONGREGATION 

12TH 

APRIL 

 

CONGREGATION 

 

CONGREGATION 

19TH 

APRIL 

Birthday remembrance of 

Stanley and Elsie Robinson (9th 

and 18th April) from Janet, 

Doug and family 

 

VACANT 

26TH 

APRIL 

 

VACANT 

 

VACANT 
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FLOWER GUILD DONATIONS 

 

In loving memory of Hannah Coward from Vera 

 

In memory of my Mum—Maureen Ingram from her daughter Joanna. 

  

TOTAL £30  

 

FLOWERS IN CHURCH FOR APRIL 

DATE  

5TH 

APRIL 

 

EASTER FLOWERES FROM THE CONGREGATION 

12TH 

APRIL 

 

VACANT 

19TH 

APRIL 

 

VACANT 

26TH 

APRIL 

 

VACANT 

St Thomas’ Flowers 
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Big Hero 6 (PG) Directed by Don Hall and Chris Williams 
 
Stars the Voices of: Ryan Potter, Scott Adsit, TJ Miller, Genesis Rodrigruez, 
James Cromwell, Jamie Chung, Daniel Henney, Damon Wayans Jr, Maya 
Rudolph, and Alan Tudyk 
 
In a Nutshell: You could be forgiven for thinking Disney need Pixar to help 
make solid films, but thankfully, their more recent fare from Tangled and 
Frozen through to Wreck it Ralph have proved that theory wrong, and Big 
Hero 6, well it simply makes it into nothing but a silly thought. Brimming 
with invention, pathos, a ton of humour and beautiful everything.... Big 
Hero 6 is everything a family movie, a action movie, a comedy movie, a 
superhero movie and a movie itself should be. Not only is it very, very 
funny throughout courtesy of the many misadventures of the wonderful 
Baymax, an already iconic Disney character and the cutest robot since Wall
-E, but it's also taking on serious subject matter too.... with the pathos and 
drama measuring up to the humour. The animation and the detail too is 
every bit the stunning marvel you'd expect, with the wonderful hybrid town 
of San Franksoyko looking amazing throughout.... in the vein of such 
wonderful classics as The Iron Giant and E.T, this is a wonderful, wonderful 
movie for all ages that will entrance, enthrall and delight in equal 
measure to everyone. Please go see it immediately because it is 
just simply wonderful from minute one through to the end of the 
movie.... where an extra treat awaits. See it now, if only for 
Baymax....  
 
Rating: 10/10 
 
Jupiter Ascending (12A) Directed by Andy and Lana Wachowski 
 
Stars: Channing Tatum, Mila Kunis, Sean Bean, Eddie Redmayne, Douglas 
Booth, and Tuppence Middleton 
 
In a Nutshell: Films can fall into two camps sometimes, they're just simply 
terrific or they're utterly terrible and horrible. Then there are those that 
transcend these basic rules and force us to say we love them despite being 
terrible. Guilty pleasures and it's safe to say that going into Jupiter 
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Ascending wanting all the ropey dialogue and cheesy things... I was only 
half rewarded. Sure there are a load of bonkers theories and plots, but it's 
never as fun as I hoped... only really passing for a decent sci-fi adventure 
but with the added bonus of the stunning visuals which are amongst the 
nicest stuff you'll see in film, ground-breaking effects with work. The casting 
is fine, everyone doing a solid job and it's nice to see Sean Bean in a film 
even if he plays half-bee.... whilst Eddie Redmayne is sadly woeful as the 
villain, just overwrought camp and not-menacing-at-all voice that goes 
everywhere. The action is fast and awesome, the plot needs 
Wikipedia and Encarta to join forces to find some answers, 
and it's all solid enough fun.... just can't help feeling that 
from a movie with such ambition, this winds up just being 
alright as opposed to crazily bad. Worth seeing on a big 
screen though!  
 
Rating: 6/10 
 
Also Seen: 
 
The Interview (15) 8/10 Shaun the Sheep the Movie (U) 9/10 Focus (15) 
7/10 It Follows (15) 10/10 The Second Best Exotic Marigold Hotel (PG) 7/10 
 
Also Out in April: 
 
Fast and Furious 7 (12A) (April 3rd) The Avengers: Age of Ultron (12A) 
(April 24th) Blade Runner: The Final Cut (15) (April 3rd) The Water Diviner 
(15) (April 3rd) The Good Lie (12A) (April 10th) Good Kill (15) (April 10th) 
Hot Tub Time Machine II (15) (April 10th) John Wick (15) (April 10th) Man 
Up (15) (April 10th) Woman in Gold (tba) (April 10th) Child 44 (15) (April 
17th) Paul Blart Mall Cop II (PG) (April 17th) A Little Chaos (tba) (April 17th) 
The Salvation (15) (April 17th) Lost River (15) (April 24th) Stonehearst 
Asylum (15) (April 24th) 
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GIFT AID 

If you Gift Aid your monies to 

church please write your Gift Aid 

number on your donation (or your 

Free Will Offering number)  If you 

do not know your number or wish 

to Gift Aid a one-off donation 

please state that you want this 

donation to be Gift Aided,  

confirm you are a UK taxpayer 

and give your full name and ad-

dress for our records.  Thank you 

Donations should be handed in 

at church. 

Please write the amount of 

your donation and include 

your surname.  This is for audit  

purposes. 

Please make cheques payable 

to St Thomas’ PCC.  Thank you. 

Please make sure that dates 

and names are CLEARLY written 

This will be my last month as donations secretary as I have moved 

out of the area. 

Donations can be posted to  

Rachael Campbell 

C/o St Thomas Vicarage 

Warrington Road 

Ashton-in-Makerfield 

WN4 9PL 

Thank you. Jacky Jolley - Donations Secretary 

St Thomas’ April Donations 

The following donations were omitted from the March magazine in error. 

I apologise for any distress this may have caused. Jacky  

Anniversary Remembrance of 

Clara Shaw (5 Mar) a loving mum & grandma  

from Barbara, Malcolm & family 
 

Thomas Pennington (22 Mar) a dear dad & grandad  

from David & family 

Birthday & Anniversary Remembrance of 

James Scriven (23 Mar & 6 Apr) - a dear brother & uncle from  

Freda 

Karen, Jimmy, Laura & Andrew, Gary, Leah & Mason 

Janet, Victoria, Rachel & Jonathon 

Craig & Nicola 

Wendy, Adrian, Michael & Bethany 

Tracy, Ian, Ethan & Jessica 
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Anniversary Remembrance of 
 

Gordon Bailey (26 Mar) - a dear son and brother from mum and family 
 

Phil Archer 31/3/14 from Sharon & boys 
 

In loving Anniversary Remembrance of Stuart (Stu) Richard Collins (20 

Apr) - my dearly loved son from his loving mother Jeanette & family 
 

Birthday Remembrance of 
 

Anne Pennington (11 Apr) - a much loved wife from David 
 

Clara Shaw (29 Apr) a loving Mum and Grandma  

from Barbara, Malcolm and family 
 

Birthday Memories of 
 

Graham McLaren (20 Apr) - a dearly loved dad and grandad from 

Pauline, Kevin, Susan, Nick, Jack & Scarlett 

 

Thomas Mcilwee  (22 Apr) - a much missed dad and granddad from  

Linda, Karen and families 
 

Birthday & Anniversary Remembrance of 
 

Harold Slack (14 & 25 Apr) - a loving husband, dad & grandad  

from Edna, Ian, Susan, Graham & family 
 

Loving anniversary & birthday memories  
(19 & 29 Apr) from Jean & family 

 

In Memory of  
 

May Roscoe from Hilda Edwardson 
 

In Loving Memory of 
 

Doreen Byers and grateful thanks to Carole Pye  

from Eric & Gill Foster 
 

May Roscoe from Jean, Les Johnson & family 

With Thanks for Home Communion:  
Alice Ashley, David Bowen, Marion Bullen, Georgina Jones, Brenda Per-

cival, Margaret Rogers, Annie Santus, Elsie & Keith Stone, H Winstanley  

Other Donations: 
Anon, Alice Ashley, Margaret Cook, Nellie Derbyshire, Indoor Bowling 

Club, Weenies 
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Birthday remembrance (April 

29th) of a dear Mum and nanna  

Nellie Thomas 

From the family 

Birthday and Anniversary  

remembrance of Harold Slack 

(14th and 25th April) a loving  

husband, dad and grandad 

From Edna, Ian, Susan, Graham 

and family 

TOTAL DONATIONS RECEIVED BY ST THOMAS’ 

FOR APRIL 2015    £1251 
 General £247.50                                                   Garden of Rest £575 

 Grave Maintenance £40                          Heath Road Graveyard nil 

 Building & Maintenance Fund £156               Church Hall Fund £500 

 Heating Fund £30                                                   Africa Fund £202.50 

With effect from the May magazine we will only be showing the total of 

all donations made in the month, not the breakdown across the  

different funds. A record of the amounts for each fund will still be kept 

for accounting purposes. 
 

Funds currently in use are: Africa Fund, Audio Visual, Building &  

Maintenance, Church Hall , Garden of Rest, General, Grave  

Maintenance, Heath Road Graveyard, Heating and Youthworker 

Unless otherwise stated donations will go into the General Fund. 

The church has also received a legacy from the estate of 

Moira Hewitt for the upkeep of the graveyard. 

 

If you want to discuss any issues around wills and legacies 

please ring the church treasurer Sarah Riley on  

01942 722747 
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C h r i s t i a n  A i d  W e e k  ( 1 0 - 1 6 t h  M a y ) 
 
 This year, Britain‟s longest running door-to-door 
fundraising week is asking Ashton residents to support 
women living in poverty around the world, many of whom 

are discriminated against from birth. 
 
Christian Aid Week is taking place between Sunday 10 and Saturday 16 May 
and, as usual, we will be delivering envelopes to most of the homes around 
Ashton.  These collections will help to transform the lives of women like Loko, 
from Ethiopia. Four times a week, Loko makes an eight-hour journey to gather 
wood to support her family. She said: “If I can‟t collect firewood, my children 
will starve”. As she walks, she prays: “I ask God to change my life and lead us 
out of this”. Just £5 could give Loko a loan to start her own business buying 
and selling tea and coffee, releasing her to spend more time caring for her 
family. 
 
Discrimination against women is one of the greatest injustices of our time and 
the statistics speak for themselves.  Globally, less than 20 per cent of 
landholders are women and women do twice as much unpaid work as men. In 
many countries girls are treated like second-class citizens while boys are 
provided with opportunities for an education, work, food and even decision 
making at the expense of their sisters. Almost as soon as girls are strong 
enough to walk many can spend hours fetching water and doing household 
chores. 
 
Often forced into early marriages, they can also face the dangers of giving 
birth before their young bodies are ready.  Deprived of an education, later in 
life women have to rely on men for their financial security, with any hope of 
following their own dreams dashed, leaving them vulnerable to deprivation and 
violence. 
 
This inequality, often exacerbated by harmful social norms, leaves millions of 
women at the mercy of violence and abuse, with one-in-three women across 
the world experiencing physical or sexual violence. Millions remain in the 
shadows, denied a say in the decisions that affect their lives. 
 
If you would like to help to make a difference to many women's lives and then 
in turn to their families, please consider delivering Christian Aid envelopes and/ 
or collecting them - please contact Hilda Bramwell on 01942 711164. 
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Funerals - “May they rest in peace” 

Holy Baptism -  
“We welcome them into the Lord’s family” 

22nd Feb. Ivy Rose Palmer Harland Drive 

10th 

Feb. 
Joseph Whalon  71yrs 

17th 

Feb. 
James Thomas Littler Mill Street 90yrs 

18th 

Feb. 
Joyce Elizabeth Bushell Diane Road 81yrs 

24th 

Feb. 
Doreen Mary Byers Compton court 86yrs 

5th 

March 
Stanley Derbyshire Heath Road 81yrs 

5th 

March 
Barbara Cummins Violet Street 67yrs 

6th 

March 
Marian Burrows Grassmere Drive 63yrs 
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Church Organisations in the Parish of 

St Thomas, Ashton-in Makerfield 

Boys Brigade 

Captain: Gareth Hamlett (07903866501 ) 

Anchor Boys (Tuesday: 5.45 p.m.) 

Olwen Wright (389595) 

Junior Section (Tuesday 6.45 p.m.) 

Kat Duckworth (07517486188) 
Company Section (Tuesday: 7.30 p.m.) 

Contact Gareth Hamlett 

Girl Guides 

Rainbows (Tuesday: 5.30 p.m.) 

Anne Wooff (724207) 

3rd & 4th Ashton Brownies 

(Wednesday and Thursday: 6.30 pm) 

Irene Taylor (Wednesday) (703410) 

Susan Hughes (Thursday) (725291) 

St Luke’s Brownies (Thurs: 6.00 p.m.)  

Helen Hughes (748863) 

3rd Ashton Guides & Ranger Guides 

(Tuesday: 7.15 p.m.) 

Rachel Starkie (718350)  
Music Group Mary Owen (203277) 

Sunday – 10.45 a.m. 

 

St Thomas’ Choir 

Sunday - 10.45 a.m. & 6.30 p.m. 

Practice – Thursday: 7.00 p.m. 

Paul Tushingham (711085) 

Coffee Mornings at St Thomas’ 

Tues - 10 a.m.  

Thurs - (after 9.45 a.m. communion) 

Barbara Taylor (205136) 

Children’s Sunday Clubs – 10.45 a.m. 

Bubbles (Pre-School) 

Splash (R-Y2), Xstream (Y3-Y6) 

Bell Tower (Y7-Y11)  

Sue Thomas (727275) 

sue@stthomasandstluke.co.uk  

 

 

St Luke’s Over Sixties 

Monday – 2.00 p.m. 

Meet at Stubshaw Cross Labour Club 

Wednesday Weenies 

Wed – 1.00 p.m.: Jan Cornthwaite 

(721626) 

St. Luke’s Donation Secretary 

Dorothy Hesketh(738713)  

Youth Work 

Sue Thomas (727275) 

St. Luke’s Treasurer 

John Boon 

Duke of Edinburgh’s Award (14-18+) 

Sunday 6.30pm Church Hall 

Ceri Mansell (727417) 

St Luke’s Mothers’ Union 

1st Wed: 7.30 p.m.: Bobbie Masnyk 

(718473) 

St Thomas’ Mothers’ Union 

3rd Wed: 7.30 p.m.: Barbara Taylor (205136) 

Flower Guild 

Meta Laites (723679) 

Bowling Club 

Henry Hunter (712709) 

Monthly Dance Club 

John Makinson (725870) 
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Church Officials in the Parish of 

St Thomas, Ashton-in Makerfield 
Vicar 

Rev Jeremy Thomas 

(727275) 

Curate 

Rev Helen Coffey 

(721962) 

Administrator 

Rachael Campbell   

721484 Parish office 

Ordained Local Minister 

Rev Izzy Schafer 

(717300) 

Readers 

Malcolm Bold       Carole Pye 

(276379)                 (517318) 

Alan Harrison        

(718618)                 

Tricia Hancox        

(201540)                 

Scott Campbell     

(711086)                 

St Thomas’ Church Wardens 

Ken Laites 

(723679) 

Paula Gillespie 

(711270) 

Deputy Wardens -  

Barbara Taylor 

(205136) 

Nigel Robinson 

(726597) 

Electoral Roll Secretary 

Paul Weston  

(202649) 

St Luke’s Church Warden 

Carole Pye  

(517318) 

Treasurer (St Thomas) 

Sarah Riley  

(722747)  

Church Architect 

Mr B. Schafer 

(717300) 

St Thomas’ Organist & Choirmaster 

Paul Tushingham 

(711085)  

Church Hall Secretary 

Rachael Campbell 

721484 (Parish Office) 

F.W.O. Secretary 

Jackie Wilson 

(712368) 

Covenants Secretary 

Jacky Jolley 

 

St Thomas’ Donations Secretary 

Jacky Jolley 

 

Magazine Co-ordinator 

Jack Stuart 

(726972) 

Magazine Editor 

Rachel Webster 

(273453 - contact for advertising) 


