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Booking Baptisms and Weddings

If you would like to book a wedding or a baptism, please email

office@stthomasstluke.org.uk or ring 01942 727275.

Important Information

Baptisms

Baptisms normally held at St
Thomas' Church at 12.45pm on
the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the
month.

Baptisms at St Luke's are at
11am on the 3rd Sunday.

To qualify for baptism parents
should live within the parish
boundaries or be a regular
worshipper at St Thomas’s or St
Luke’s. Parents and godparents
should have been baptised and
be prepared to attend a baptism
preparation session.

Funerals

Every parishioner has the
right to a service in church (if
church is open), followed by
a committal.

Marriage

You can marry in a CofE
Church of your choice if
certain criteria are shown to
be met. For details please
contact the church office on:
01942 7272750r
office@stthomasstluke.org.uk
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Letter from Jeremy

With the imminent start of the reorder works
in St Thomas church many will have differ-
ent feelings and emotions as we embark on
this next significant period of change in our
church building.

Some will look forward to the new thing that God will be able to do
in the new flexible and accessible worship space. Others we
know will miss what was. For all of us during the period of the re-
order we will be displaced from a place where God has been at
work amongst us since 1893 in the current building, and for 500
years in the previous buildings on the site. For this is not the first
time and will not be the last that St Thomas church community
has experienced change in this way.

Most of us find change in our lives to be uncomfortable. When our
routines and expectations are challenged our discomfort increas-
es. Though we like the familiar and to know what to expect, the
reality is that life is constantly changing.

In all of life’s experiences we can be sure and confident that the
word of God in the Bible will speak clearly into our situation.

When we fear or are trying to find strength, the word of God in
Isaiah 41:10 comforts us “Fear not, for | am with you; be

not dismayed, for | am your God; | will strengthen you, I will
help you, I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.”



Ecclesiastes 3.1 declares “For everything there is a sea-
son” or as the Message translation puts it “There’s an
opportune time to do things, a right time for everything”.

A season of hurt or disappointment could be a time to pray and
prepare for what God has planned next.

What doesn’t change — is God. His love for us is constant through
all of life’s changes, and because of this truth we can say with the
psalmist “He alone is my rock and my salvation, my fortress
where | will never be shaken.” Psalm 62:2.

If uncertainty comes, if change seems difficult, when we lean on
God for help and reassurance, we will find him. The Father
knows that his people are in constant need, and in Jesus, we find
strength, peace and joy.

Change in our personal lives is inevitable as it is in the world
around us. Some of those changes may be small, others may
feel overwhelming. But no matter what changes we face, we
heed the promise of Hebrews 13.8 that “Jesus Christ is the same
yesterday and today and forever.”

As Christians, we don’t face change alone. Spending time with
God, taking hold of the reassurances in the Bible and applying
them to our life builds faith and deepens relationship with God.
Then, on the other side of change we may experience the oppor-
tunity for the new and the bold.

Jeremy



@ Mothers' Union

Diary

You may think it strange to head this part of article with the word
Diary. The simple truth is that at the time of writing and the new
restriction which have been imposed on us | am unable to ar-
range a meeting for November and December, this follows the
disappointment of the late cancellation of our October Commun-
ion Service. The better news is that it may well be possible to
transfer our entire programme for this year to the next.

We do live in hope that our MU and friends annual meal in Janu-
ary can go ahead. Please watch this space.

We do hope to continue our supported of the young people living
at Coops Foyer with Christmas gifts. Can | ask you to have this in
mind as we begin our Christmas preparations.

On a sad note as many of you will know that Margaret Herd died
on the 28th September. Margaret had suffered poor health for a
number of years and had to undergo a number of operations. As
her health deteriorated even more she spent the last four months
living with her son Tony and his partner Lydia in their London
home. Her funeral took place here at St Thomas on the 9th Octo-
ber. A long time member of our branch she will be sadly missed
by her relation and many friends and we pass on our sympathy to
Tony and Tanya at this difficult time.

SR UNION

Chrlstlan care for families
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@ Mothers' Union

Creation

The earth is the Lord's. and everything in it, the world, and all
who live in it. Psalm 24:1

God of life, we pray for all those who are struggling with the effects
of climate change and the exploitation of our earth’s resources. Fill
us with a spirit of concern for the future, that we may learn from
our state of environmental irresponsibility and become responsible
custodians of your creation. May those in authority recognise its
negative effects on our planet and make decisions that will be life-
giving for all.

Inspire us to refocus our lives and centre on all you have created,
so we may redress the injustice of climate change and look for-
ward to a future full of hope in a caring, sharing, respectful world.
In Jesus’ name. Amen

Jacqui Armstrong, Province of All-Ireland

Love and God bless
Barbara

Ephesians 4:2-3
Be completely humble and gentle;
be patient, bearing with one another in love.
Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit
through the bond of peace.




Fit for the Future

Well then the time that we have been working towards for what
seem an age is almost upon us. | am of course talking about the
implementation of the plans for the latest stage of the refurbish-
ment of our church building in accordance with our Fit for the Fu-
ture programme.

Out are to come the slowly rotting and decaying wooden floors to
be replaced with an entirely new concrete floor which will incorpo-
rate the new under floor heating system. This will replace the very
elderly boilers and radiators which are well past their best. Indeed
the latest gas inspection carried out in September for insurance
purposes has led to the boilers being condemned as unsafe and
therefore beyond use.

The work to the floor is necessary and brings with it the necessity
to remove the pews and choir stalls. The proposals also include
the replacement of the sound system with an up to date audio
and visual system incorporating all the very latest technology.

To facilitate the carrying out of the work in accordance with the
faculty granted by the Diocesan Chancellor it is of course neces-
sary to have the funds available to pay for the work. In addition to
the money raised by generous donations given over the recent
years it has been necessary to arrange a sale of 79 Greenfields
Crescent and once contracts are signed for the sale we will have
the money required.

It has been an all too slow approach to the present stage after the
St Thomas PCC approved the scheme way back in 2014 as we
have not only had to raise the money but also obtain firstly the
Diocesan Advisory Committee approval to the plans after which
we were enabled to make an application for a faculty.



This was not plain sailing as the Chancellor of the Liverpool Dio-
cese was called upon to consider the objections raised by a num-
ber of the members of the congregation who, understandably,
were concerned at the proposed changes. After considering these
objections and visiting the church for a site visit the Chancellor,
who is in effect an ecclesiastical judge, granted the faculty. Then
in steps Covid 19 and we are again delayed. The changes
brought about by the Transforming Wigan scheme necessitated
that the new hub PCC gave approval to both the sale of Green-
fields and the contract terms for the work. This was done at the
beginning of October. After the PCC approval it was necessary to
gain approval from Church Wigan Joint Council.

The work will take some 20 weeks to complete during which time
we will be meeting for our services in the church hall. There is
much to be done before work commences and we need to start
with the removal of the pews. These will be offered for sale but we
want to give the members of the congregation the first opportunity
to make a purchase of a favourite pew. Any funds raised in this
way will assist towards paying for the work.

| should add that before any work is commenced there is a great
deal of clearing up and items going into storage. We do need a lot
of help with this work. If you are able to assist please contact me
on 205136 or the wardens with you availability.

We must apologise to you all in advance for the inconvenience
which will no doubt be caused whilst the work is being undertak-
en. However when this has been completed we will be handing
down to our successors a building of which we can be as proud
as our Victorian predecessors were proud of the new church con-
secrated in 1893 and which is loved by us all. We have an obliga-
tion not only to ourselves but also to those Christians who follow
Jesus in our footsteps.



Magazine Material

Our Church magazine has, thanks to Jess Bradley, had a new
lease of life. We can't leave everything to Jess, this is an essential
means of communicating information and providing articles of in-
terest. | make no apology for repeating yet again that the maga-
zine very much depends entirely on the readers to provide con-
tents which will make it truly a magazine of quality and interest to
all. Please let us hear from you will with items of news or other
interest to really make it a worthwhile read.

Harvest Festival

Our usual annual Harvest Festival was of necessity cancelled |
am sure to everyone's disappointment however we are still able to
welcome gifts as detailed in the weekly notice sheet. | would like
to thank all those who kindly donated. | particularly want to thank
our day school. They were unable to attend church for the annual
Harvest Service but have been able to celebrate the harvest in
school and have blessed the ACT food Bank with donations of
food items. We do thank the parents for their generosity.

Malcolm

THE KNEELERS
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Autumn reflection

Families grieve.
In autumnal showers of fallen gold
Drifting in October’s breeze.
Kids kick their paths through skeletal leaves
with veins, like season’s spiders weave.
The greenhouse harvest stalls in the lessening light.
Hoods are up on heads and prams.
In tiered times | look for some insight
into an earth that stumbles
without order or direction.

Through this season’s notes of death
| hear the new-born gasp of breath.

This is my reflection.

I's God’s rhythm of life.

On the study wall the poster reads
The pruner can complain because rose bushes have thorns
Or rejoice that the thornbush bears a rose.
It's all up to me.

Maurice Smith
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Thank you to everyone who has been donating food to the food-
bank in these difficult times and to Andrew and his team for all

their work putting hampers together and delivering them as well
as distributing food on a Friday morning.

If you would like to donate any non perishable items, the please
bring them to the

. red wheelie bin outside the foodbank cabin ; or

o The food cabin on a Friday morning between 9.30am &

11.00am (food will be distributed from the church hall door-
way)

Larger items can be left at the vicarage by arrangement.
If you want to leave food items for our asylum seeker friends,

these can also be left at the vicarage but please make sure your

bags or boxes are clearly labelled so we know who they are
meant for.

Thank you very much for your support

"{m\’\ls ROCK
$ ‘\"’%%r,..«a ‘&e-‘“l“r’s%



Many organisations and schools have been unable to participate
in their usual Harvest activities. However, we have still seen
many organising collections to be donated to the ACT foodbank.

Many thanks to All Saints Catholic Primary School, St Thomas’
CofE Primary School, The Byrchall High School and many others.




Our brilliant team of church and
community litter pickers were
hard at work on the 17th October
tidying beside St Oswald's school
and around Hilton Street.

If you can spare a couple of hours
a month then why not come along
and help us to clean up our town?

The next litter pick will be on 21st

November, meeting at 10am on St
Thomas' church hall car park.

SOMETIMES IT FALLS

UPON A GENERATION
TO BE GREAT,

YOU CAN BE

THAT GENERATION.

MELSON MANUELES
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The Africa fund supports two amazing Christian-run projects in
south west Uganda: a children’s home at Rukung|r| and the Kigezi
Diocese Water and
Sanitation Project
which provides outly-
ing communities with
access to clean water
and proper sanitation.
Both projects play a
massive part in saving §
and changing lives. e

Each month generous &%
donors support the Af-
rica fund with standing
orders. However, the
monthly income does not match our donations from the fund to the
projects we support. Events like our sponsored walk therefore play
an invaluable part in helping us to meet our commitments.

On Saturday 3™ October, we held a sponsored walk to raise mon-
ey for the Africa Fund. The walk was a circular one starting from
the Three Sisters and covered a distance of approximately 7
miles. The walk generated £1,410. This is a great effort because
there were only 5 of us who walked on the day. We are indebted
to the generosity of the many sponsors. The weather on the day
was very wet as you can see from the above picture.

You can find out more about the Africa fund on our web site: http://
www.stthomasstluke.org.uk/ourworld/africafund/

We would especially welcome new donors and if you are interest-
ed then please contact Chris Wooff (01942 724207).


http://www.stthomasstluke.org.uk/ourworld/africafund/
http://www.stthomasstluke.org.uk/ourworld/africafund/
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Answers on page 19




Across

1 ‘The Lord Jesus... took bread, and when He had given — , he
broke it’ (1 Corinthians 11:24) (6)

4 ‘He has taken me to the banquet hall, and His — over me is
love’ (Song of Songs 2:4) (6)

8 Surrey town that hosts the National Christian Resources Exhi-
bition (5)

9 Also known as Abednego (Daniel 1:7) (7)

10 Liken (Isaiah 40:18) (7)

11 A son of Etam, descendant of Judah (1 Chronicles 4:3) (5)
12 A part of the temple where the blood of a young bull was to be
smeared (Ezekiel 45:19) (9)

17 ‘They make many promises, take false — and make agree-
ments’ (Hosea 10:4) (5)

19 Roman province to which Paul returned after evangelizing it
on his first missionary journey (Acts 16:6) (7)

21 Material used to make baby Moses’ basket (Exodus 2:3) (7)
22 ‘And feeble as — , in thee do we trust, nor find thee to fail’ (5)
23 ‘The watchman opens the gate for him, and the sheep — to
his voice’ (John10:3) (6)

24 Stalk carrying the sponge of wine vinegar given to Christ on
the cross (John 19:29) (6)

Down

1 Elijah dug one round the altar he built on Mount Carmel and
filled it with water (1 Kings 18:32) (6)

2 ‘I am not — of the gospel, because it is the power of God for
the salvation of everyone who believes’ (Romans 1:16) (7)

3 Buddhist term relating to belief in reincarnation (5)

5 Damascus disciple who, at God’s command, restored the sight
of the blinded Saul of Tarsus (Acts 9:12) (7)

6 and 16 Horses: their sound (Jeremiah 50:11) (5) and their gait
(Joel 2:4) (6)

7 A three (anag.) (6)

9 Athenian council addressed memorably by Paul (Acts 17:22)
(9)

13 Abide by (Galatians 3:5) (7)

14 Persian princes (Daniel 3:2) (7)

15 Force (Galatians 6:12) (6)

16 See 6 Down (6)

18 Paste (anag.) (5)

20 How the cedars of Lebanon are described (Isaiah 2:13) (5)



over the last month.
Harvest

Harvest is a time of sharing your
food with other people who may not
have enough money to buy enough
food. At St Thomas’s we bring
tinned / dried food into our school
and donate it to the food bank. Ex-
amples of food you brought in is,
pasta, peas, soup, vegetables and cereal. This year we had a
lovely Harvest celebration in school led by Nic the church/school
worker. We thanked God for all his gifts and used sign language to
sing a song of blessing - all the children and staff had a lovely
time!

9991978647 www.gograph.com

We brought food in for the food bank because we feel it is our job
to help other families to have enough food throughout the year.

Donations to the care home

This year we have donated face creams, boxes of choc-
olates, nail polish and much more for the Ashton View
Care Home in Ashton. They have decided to do an Ad-
vent Calendar or the residents which means each day
in December someone out of the care home will get a



Reflection Time

In worship we have been talking about what or who God is. The
Father ,The Son and The Holy Spirit. Sometimes when we are
feeling down we can speak to God in our head and pray to him.
We will trust and have faith in him always.

On Thursday we met Sue Fulford. She came to say hello to all the
children and staff and enjoyed our Harvest celebration too!

By Joshua Prescott and Abbie White

Answers

ACROSS: 1, Thanks. 4, Banner. 8, Esher. 9, Azariah. 10,
Compare. 11, Ishma. 12, Doorposts. 17, Oaths. 19, Galatia.
21, Papyrus. 22, Frail. 23, Listen. 24, Hyssop.

DOWN: 1, Trench. 2, Ashamed. 3, Karma. 5, Ananias. 6,
Neigh. 7, Reheat. 9, Areopagus. 13, Observe. 14, Satraps. 15,
Compel. 16, Gallop. 18, Tapes. 20, Lofty.



The Destruction of Coventry

Tim Lenton

German Luftwaffe bombers virtually destroyed the city of Coventry
— including its medieval cathedral — 80 years ago this month, on
14™ November 1940.

Coventry was targeted by ‘Operation Moonlight Sonata’ as an in-
dustrial city, but more than 4300 homes were destroyed and about
two-thirds of the city's buildings were damaged. There were many
direct hits on the cathedral, and flames spread quickly. More than
550 people were killed and over 850 badly injured, with nearly 400
sustaining lesser injuries.

There would have been more casualties, but many citizens left at
night to sleep in nearby towns or villages after earlier air raids. Ru-
mours that Churchill knew of the raid in advance but declined to
take precautions to prevent the Germans knowing their code had
been broken were later shown to be misguided.

Joseph Goebbels later used the term coventriert (‘coventried’) to
describe high levels of destruction in other towns.

The cathedral was left as a ruin, still standing today as a reminder
of the bombing. A new cathedral was built close alongside in the
1950s, designed by the architect Basil Spence. The Queen laid its
foundation stone in 1956. It was consecrated in 1962, and Benja-
min Britten's War Requiem was composed to mark the occasion.

TR
n‘!
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Florence Nightingale, nurse
and social reformer, 1910

Church Wigan have been exploring the lives of Saints and Sin-
ners, here is a contribution from Peter Walker

Philippians 2.1-13 (New Revised Standard Version)
If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any
sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, make my joy complete: be
of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one
mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others
as better than yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to
the interests of others. Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,
who, though he was in the form of God,

did not regard equality with God

as something to be exploited,
but emptied himself,

taking the form of a slave,

being born in human likeness.
And being found in human form,

he humbled himself

and became obedient to the point of death—

even death on a cross.
Therefore God also highly exalted him

and gave him the name

that is above every name,
so that at the name of Jesus

every knee should bend,

in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
and every tongue should confess

that Jesus Christ is Lord,

to the glory of God the Father.
Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my
presence, but much more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with
fear and trembling; for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will
and to work for his good pleasure.

Reflection: Florence Nightingale was born in 1820 in Florence, whilst her par-
ents were travelling in ltaly. Her early years were spent on her family estates in
Hampshire and Derbyshire where, from an early age, she would care for the
sick and poor.

Women of wealthy upper-class families were expected to marry men of equal
or better status, and have children, but Florence had other ideas, inspired by
her awareness of God’s presence in her life from an early age. Her father gave
her a classical education including German, French and Italian and she was



especially gifted at mathematics and data analysis — a skill that she would use
to good effect in later life, being one of the first to use graphs, such as pie
charts, to present complex data in “user friendly” form. Through several experi-
ences Florence believed that God was calling her to stay unmarried, and to
devote her life to serving the needs of others through nursing. This prompted
fierce opposition from her family, especially her mother and sister.

Nursing was looked down on as a menial occupation, and nurses as people of
ill repute. This was typified by Charles Dickens’ portrayal of nurse Sarah
Gamp, in Martin Chuzzlewit. As Donald Hawes says:

“Mrs. Gamp is dissolute, sloppy and generally drunk. She became a notori-
ous stereotype of untrained and incompetent nurses of the early Victorian

era.”

Florence Nightingale trained in hospitals in Europe and Egypt before travelling
to the Crimea with a group of nurses to tend soldiers wounded and injured in
the Crimean war. Conditions in the field hospitals were insanitary, the military
authorities had scant regard for the welfare of injured men, and some of the
hospitals were built on swamps.

Soldiers lay in pools of stagnant water and faeces, and the stench was appal-
ling. There were no medical staff on duty at night time, and Florence would
patrol the wards during the night to care for the men — earning herself the nick-
name of the Lady with the lamp.

More men died from disease than battle wounds. Using her mathemati-
cal skills she would go on to prove that poor sanitation was the greater
threat to the poor, being the source of typhoid, cholera and other killer
diseases in the Crimea, and more generally in Victorian England, India
and elsewhere.

She began the first professional training course for nurses at St Thom-
as’s Hospital in London and through her work nursing gained profes-
sional status. At that time many hospitals were founded within religious
settings but she believed that secular hospitals usually provided better
care than their religious counterparts.

While she held that the ideal health professional should be inspired by a
religious as well as professional motive, she thought that in practice
many religiously motivated health workers were concerned chiefly in
securing their own salvation, and that this motivation was inferior to the
professional desire to deliver the best possible care?.

22



Two passages from today’s reading stood out for me as examples of
Florence Nightingale’s devotion to Jesus Christ. The first is verses 3-5:
“ Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard oth-
ers as better than yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own in-
terests, but to the interests of others. Let the same mind be in you that
was in Christ Jesus.”

Although Florence had all the wealth and privilege of her upper-class
family and a first class education she did not use these for her own
“selfish ambition or conceit” but for the improvement of the lives of oth-
ers, even though this choice hurt her mother deeply.

The second is verse 13:
“...for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to
work for his good pleasure.”

Florence had a real sense of God’s presence in her life, and compas-
sion for the poor in her own village and neighbourhood, leading to a rev-
olutionary change in nursing practise and improved living conditions for
people across the world.

Questions: Are we aware of God’s presence in our lives, what might God be

calling us to do?

Are we prepared to challenge the accepted attitudes, the norms of our society,

our culture, when they go against the teachings of our Lord Jesus Christ?

I will finish with a prayer from Prayers for People in Hospital (Neville Smith,
OUP 1994)

Heavenly Father,

We give thanks for all who teach and for all who learn in our hos-
pitals.

May those who teach do so with skill and imagination,
imparting knowledge and encouraging discovery.

May those who learn do so with commitment, application,
and openness to all that is new.

Together may they learn from each other and from you,
source of all knowledge and truth,

to the glory of your name,

and the good of your people in their need.

Amen.



woman
stood
afraid
house
healed
Jesus
touched
parents

knelt
leader
believe
laughed

girl
twelve
faith

== Q( Q|+ | T|T|E| 0| Ol V| >N+
= O E|—|X|X |Y4=| O|'= |+ |||+
— | O| | XNOU|O|E[T|—| 3| (X[ >N
Ol'=|[Q| X[ OIN VWO N QDO
OOy >||'—|+|S|—|T|n|wn |
<l VOolX| S| oo I|—-| V|-
Qf=|=|+|>0|0|(V|(O|&|+|=2|C
+|C— || —— ||| |=|N|O|
ULV O)+|0C10| V| T|C| 0| A%
X| JQa|3|3|v|X|3J|'maT|o
S olE|lg|cl<|E|n|+|0|0|T|O
n E—|T| > V|—|0o|TlX|+| O] Q]
VUM X[ 0|0 I W0 X XNX|+

something waited

come
Jairus
power
mourning
daughter

feet
cloak

24



A short story from the Bible

. o Jairus, atown leader; had al2 year old
It can be read. un the Bible in daughter who was (LL and about to die,
Lk 8:40-56, Mt %:18-26, Mk 5:2/-45 | | He Came to Tesus and knelt at his feet...

(Please come! [fyou | [In the crowd was a woman who| | [Tesus felt power
touch her she will ) |had been ill for 12 years. goout of him [

be hﬁﬂ[ﬁd ’ A C:) % On 5 5, e

Wan !

Jesus went with him | (if | touch his cloak [ will be heated ) (Who touched me?

Jesus waited... | | |She ket at Jesus' fect and |(Go, daughter. Your faith
. told him everything [ |{_has healed you.

2/

(

Then Jarus was | (But Jesus said | |Whenthey got to Jacrus house, t
told his daughter was fulled with people moyrnung.

|had just died.[] =7
N PRI
@n‘t be afraid,

she had to tell him.

O

Just beleve and _
she will be healed) | (She is nat dead, ut asleep.)

laugned at Jesus,| (Little girl, get up! ) [Her parents were amazed.
HeSent them out of % /——E: ‘ . A
thc hO“SC S & X )

Gwe her somethin
to eat, and don't t
At once she stood up!| (anyone what has happened.
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The Trial of the Chicago 7 (15)

Directed by Aaron Sorkin

Stars: Eddie Redmayne, Sacha Baron Cohen, Mark
Rylance, Joseph Gordon Levitt, Frank Langella, Jeremy
Strong, Yahya Abdul-Mateen II, Alex Sharp, John Carroll
Lynch, Michael Keaton, and Noah Robbins

In a Nutshell: In this new age of different ways to consume media, it'’s not al-
ways at the cinema where we grab the latest terrific pieces of cinema. Netflix for
one, continues to both churn out and grab hold of some of the absolute best
cinema out there at the moment whether it be Alfonso Cuarons’ Roma or
Scorceses’ The Irishman... and again that proves true with the new true-life
court drama from the master of the screenplay Mr. Aaron Sorkin, which | man-
aged to catch in the cinema before it made its big debut on Netflix in mid-
October. Assembling one of the finest casts in an absolute age to tell a really
important tale of justice and inequality, this is essential viewing and is riveting
from the first second right down to the very last. Featuring incredible and bravu-
ra turns from the likes of Eddie Redmayne, Mark Rylance, and Frank Langella
as well as a utterly terrific turn from Sacha Baron Cohen in a bit of a departure
for the usual prankster (his Borat sequel is out very soon on Prime and is mak-
ing headlines of its own) and backed up by a lot of other excellent performanc-
es too from dependable players like Levitt and Keaton. Redmayne in particular
could be at his absolute peak here turning in a really passionate and devastat-
ing performance. Like all the best courtroom dramas, this is full of twists and
turns and different perspectives... jumping backwards and forwards to fill in all
the information you need to fill out the backstory of what is happening and from
the various different perspectives on what happened. Mixing this riveting drama
with plenty of dry wit makes for a thoroughly engaging and gripping courtroom
drama that is up there with some of the finest I've seen.... And it’s all simply
available at the touch of a button, there really isn’t much of an excuse to miss
this absolutely devastatingly essential piece of history. The world is watching...

Rating: 10/10
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Classic Review: The Walk (PG) Directed by Robert Zemeckis
Stars: Joseph Gordon Levitt, Charlotte le Bon, James Badge Dale, Sir Ben
Kingsley, Clement Sibony, Cesar Domboy, Mark Camacho, Steve Valentine,
Benedict Samuel, and Ben Schwartz

In a Nutshell: Robert Zemeckis has always been a dab hand at innovation and
re-inventing what cinema can do... whether its own favorite film ever Back to
the Future or the animation hybrid of Roger Rabbit, the wonder of Forrest
Gump, the visual tricks of Death Becomes Her or the very prescient Back to the
Future sequel which is now doing wonders at predicting what happened this
year. Now, two years after the fine if not stellar Flight... he reinvents what it
means to really experience an experience as he takes us up really high onto
the high wire of one of the most audacious feats every attempted... Phillipe
Petits high wire dance between the two towers of the World Trade Center. Con-
sider it re-invented once more.... because before any other aspects of the mov-
ie, the sequence itself where Petit does his thing... is one of the most auda-
cious, jaw dropping and beautiful sequences put on cinema for at least a good
few years, and is the best argument you'll ever see for seeing a film at the cine-
ma, or more ideally on a IMAX screen (it's no surprise this film has a special
early IMAX release) with its depth, vision and wonder all combining for some-
thing that will make you speechless and breathless and leave you exhausted in
the best way you can. It's helped by a lively fun cast, led by Joseph Gordon
Levitt who while sporting a strong French accent that won't be for everyone, so
completely becomes the character of Petit, that you can't help but be charmed
by this crazy and lovely individual. The plot itself and the events that unfold pri-
or to the big event are maybe less by comparison, but it's still thoroughly enjoy-
able and engaging throughout and really makes you root for the team leading
up to the event while also really building up the suspense to the event itself. All
in all, making for a fantastically enjoyable romp that culminates in something so
completely unmissable that you'd need to be examined if you let this pass you
by... it is a compulsory piece of cinematic history, and something to be cher-
ished and awed at, on the biggest screen you can. Just hold your breath and
hold on!

Rating: 10/10

Also Seen
Just Mercy (12A) 9/10 The Dead Don’t Die (15) 6/10
The Personal History of David Copperfield (PG) 8/10 1917 (15) 9/10

Coming in December
Reviews of The Secret Garden and Rebecca
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Times

Monday Sam-Spm
Tuesday Qam-5pm
Wednesday Sam-5pm
Thursday Sam-Spm
Friday Sam-Spm
Saturday Sam-dpm

Sunday Closed Except for Mothering Sunday

Flowertime Florist
5 Bolton Road, Ashton in Makerfield, WN4 84 A

Email: flowertime.ashton(@gmail.com

Tel: 01942 715716

‘We use the best quality Dutch flowers for all special
occasions such as Weddings, Anniversaries, Birthdays.
Funeral Tributes and many more. Please call today for

vour free quotation’

Special Offers

-,

% 5% Discount on Orders Under
£100 { Minimum Spend £25
to receive discount )

s 10% Discount on Orders Over

£100 | Q.\
Please present this voucher at E

Flowertime Florist to receive any

of the above discounts. One

l‘OlM'hl"f prr customer.
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’ 'nf‘ng & Decorating

I
R

[

Quality Workmanship

FREE No Obligation Quotes
Trustworthy & Reliable Service
Over 25 Years Experience

All Aspects of Decorating Cov-

ered
|
) 4

No Job Too Small

Tel: 01942 716389
Mob: 07765 078295
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MOBILE SCRATCH & SCUFF REPAIR

IAN BOARDMAN- SMART REPAIR TECHNICIAN
Tel: 01942 274586 Mobile: 07769 717836

sSew@

Mobile: 07769 717836

SCRATCHFIX LINITED

SAVE UP TO 50% ON BODYSHOP COSTS

Don’t be without your car for days.. Most repairs completed within
the hour at your home or workplace

* Key and vandal scratches e Cracked bumper repairs
¢ Textured bumper scuffs * Stone chips
» Wing mirror scrapes * Colour coded bumper
: scuffs
¢ Alloy wheel repairs

¢ Full body polish




FUNERAL DIRECTDRS LTD

Local Independent Family Business

Traditicnal and modern fumeral ssrvices

Horze-drawm or limousine driven funsral processions

Memaorial Monuments and Services

Pre-paid Funeral Flans

Frofessional fimeral services in the Wigan areas.

To discuss any fineral plans please don't hesitate to contact us today.

Ashland House
‘fﬁ& A7 Old Road, Ashton in Makerfield E}l;

Canzsbrook House Cove Cottags Millprock Houss
21 Ladies Lane 31 Johns Avenue 56 High Street
Hindlzy Haydock Golborne

Tel: 01942 515504 Tel: 01942 TI47T7 Tel: 01942 272027

info.alanjonesfunerals@gmail com
www.alanjonesfuneraldirectors.com

_® W
om ok
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A EAVESWAY

5* Cruiselink Service - Private Hire - Excursions

» Eavesway Cruiselink - taking thousands of people to and from
their cruise holiday each year in style and comfort

» Executive Coach Hire - perfect for school trips, sporting events
and days out

» Eavesway Exclusive - the very best in luxury coach travel, ideal
for corporate hospitality and special occasions

Eavesway Travel Ltd.
Bryn Side, Bryn Road, Ashton-in-Makerfield, Wigan, WN4 8BT

R, 01942 727985
sales@eaveswaytravel.com

& www.eaveswaytravel.com

bowen‘leeming

opticians

optician

s

49 Gerard Street,
Ashton-in-Makerfield,

Wigan,
WN4 9AG info@bowenandleeming.com
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Mon 9:00 - 17:30
Tues 9:00 - 17:30
Weds 9:00 - 17:30
Thur 9:00 - 17:30
Fri 9:00 - 17:30
Sat 9:00 - 13:00
Sun - Closed

01942 722386



R BANKS & SON .
FUNERALS

Brian Halliwell Dip F.D M.B.LE. [STABLISHED 192 1]

Independent Funeral Directors ¢ Monumental Masons

A local family run business, R. Banks & Son are one of the largest
independent funeral directors in the Wigan area

Founded in 1921 and now with ten funeral homes across the Wigan area
the company has established itself by gaining a reputation for excellence,
professionalism and sympathetic attitude.

‘Golden Charter’ Pre Arrangement Funeral Scheme
¢ Inflation proof

e Peace of mind that painful decisions will be made rationally
Tailored to your individual needs

All necessary disbursements included i.e. Crematorium/
Burial fees, Church fees and Doctor’s fees.

One up front payment or monthly instalments f@‘»
Golden Charter * o
-

10,
LA o

SAIFHN

INDEPENDENT

FUNERAL

: ; L FINANCE NOW AVAILABLE
24 hour service ® Caring family firm on Funerals & Memorials

Subject to status,
written details on request

www.rbanksandson.co.uk

Head Office: Halliwell House, 758/768 Ormskirk Rd, Pemberton, Wigan WN5 8BB
T: 01942 222156

Local Offices: Clifford House, 1 Grove Lane, Standish T: 01257 422011

Hallbank House, 407 Wigan Road, Bryn T:01942 271392 » Parsonage House, 100 Railway Road, Leigh T:01942 261415
Windsor House, 232 Scholes, Wigan T: 01942 820526 » Whitley House, 439 Gidlow Lane, Beech Hill T:01942 829200
Elliot House, 20 Shuttle Street, Tyldesley T: 01942 887312 » Bentham House, 220 Spendmore Lane, Coppull T: 01257 793880
Stretton House, 23 Hall Green, Upholland T: 01695 622099 » Templeton Lodge, Templeton Road, Platt Bridge T: 01942 863936
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C & A Hornby Ltd woen

Plumbing and Heating Services [
11 Rydal Close, 3!
Ashton in Makerfield, Wigan,
REGISTER WN4 8AU.

Gas Safe: 11641 | www.cahornbyplumbing.co.uk

Telephone: Phil on 01942 727890 or 07867 576164

A local family run business, established for over 20 years and CRB
checked.

Contact us for:

All your plumbing needs including emergencies, repairs and
replacements.

/7
A X4

Boiler replacements and repairs including full systems and
upgrades.

7
L X4

Gas Fire replacements and repairs.

/7
A X4

All domestic gas work including emergencies.
Boiler and Gas Fire Service, Landlords Gas Safety Certificates,
House Move Gas Safety Certificates.

7
A X4

All bathroom work undertaken - complete bathroom
refurbishment with design service.

*
L X4

All kitchen work undertaken - complete kitchen refurbishment with
design service.

7
L X4

Rental Property Maintenance.



http://www.cahornbyplumbing.co.uk

T 1 |

Schafer Associates |

56 Belvedere Road,
Ashton-in-Makerfield,
Lancashire, WN4 8RU.

RIBA HY

Chartered Practice

t 01942 717300
e info@schaferassociates.co.uk
w www.schaferassociates.co.uk

Chartered Architects

All Vehicle Repairs
Carried Out

Includes: Servicing,
Diagnostics, Clutches,
Timing Belts and more

Please phone 07845 180838

or call in for a FREE quote
McG Auto Repairs Ltd
Cranberry Lodge Garage (behind
Macwest Motors)
Wigan Road Ashton in Makerfield
WN4 0BZ
www.mcgautorepairs.co.uk

TANGO

TANGO at St. Marks
Church Haydock support
and resource families within
the Haydock/Ashton area
by providing food: clothing:
furniture and household

items.

If you have any items of furniture
that you no longer want
TANGO will collect Free
Of Charge from your
home.

If you want more
information about TANGO
or to arrange a collection
please ring: 01744 607388



http://www.mcgautorepairs.co.uk/
http://www.tangohaydock.org/

St Thomas’ Donations &
Remembrance

Please place your donation in
an envelope with your full
name and amount written on it.
Please post through the
vicarage door while church is
closed. Please make cheques
payable to St Thomas’ PCC. If
you want the donation to be for
something specific, please

GIFT AID

If you are a UK tax payer and
would like church to be able to
claim back 25p for every £1 you
donate, please complete a Gift
Aid form or state on your enve-
lope that you are a UK tax pay-
er, would like the donation to be
Gift Aided and include your full

write clearly on the envelope. name and address.

REGULAR GIVING
Many people are asking us how they can give their usual weekly
offerings. We do appreciate your concern for the finances of the
church as the plate offerings help towards the payment that has
to go to the diocese each month. We need to continue these
payments as the outgoings of the diocese will remain the same
while church is closed. Please consider switching to the Parish
Giving Scheme by phoning 0333 002 1271 as we can get the tax
back much quicker this way.
If you want to continue giving by envelope, please take them to
the vicarage, or to Malcolm and Barbara’s (32 Townfields),
clearly marking the envelopes if it is for more than one week.

Funds currently in use are: Africa Fund, Asylum Seeker, Audio

Visual, Church Hall, Building & Maintenance, Garden of Rest,

General, Grave Maintenance, Heath Road Graveyard, Heating
and Fit for the Future.

Unless otherwise stated donations will go into the General

Fund.

If you wish to discuss any issues around Wills and Legacies
please ring the Parish Treasurer Sarah Riley on 01942 722747.



St Thomas’ Donations &
Remembrance

B N

In Loving Memory of a Dear Husband and Dad Allan Deluce
(November 23rd)
From Elsie & family

Donation in memory of Margaret
From Margaret Makinson and family

In loving memory of Piers Unsworth, Mary Alice Unsworth and
Clifford Harold Unsworth

L2

Almighty and eternal God,
from whose love in Christ we cannot be parted,
either by death or life:
hear our prayers and thanksgivings
for all whom we remember this day;
fulfill in them the purpose of your love;
and bring us all, with them,
to your eternal joy;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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The Registers 92

Funerals - “May they rest in peace”

9 October Margaret Herd Princess Road 86

16 October Thomas Green Preston Road, 99
Standish

28 October Rita Simm Bolton Road 77

30 October Rose Sylvester Princess Road 84

Holy Baptism - “We welcome them into the Lord’s family”
25 October Emily Kilshaw Old Hall Drive

Heavenly Father,

In your love you have called us to know you,
led us to trust you,
and bound our life with yours.

Surround this child with your love,
protect it from evil.

Fill it with the holy spirit and
receive it into the family of your church,
that it may walk with us in the way of Christ,
and grow in the knowledge of your love.

Amen.
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Church Organisations in

St Thomas’ and St Luke’s

Coffee Mornings at St Thomas’

Tues 10am-12pm
Barbara Taylor 205136

Flower Guild
Meta Laites 723679

Children, Young People and
Families
Sue Thomas 07877 704645

Asylum Seeker
Support
Anne & Chris Wooff
724207

Church Architect

F.W.O. Secretary

Bill Schafer 717300 Jackie Wilson 712368
Wednesday Weenies Messy Tots
Wed 1pm-2:30pm - Church Hall | Wed 1pm-2:30pm - Church

Jan Cornthwaite 721626

Hall
Sue Thomas 07877 704645

Duke of Edinburgh’s Award

St Thomas’ Mothers’ Union

(14-18+) 3 Wed: 7:30pm

Sun evenings Church Hall Barbara Taylor 205136

Ceri Mansell 727417
Fairtrade Stall Fur Clemt Stubshaw

3% Sun 11.45am Mon 12-1pm at St Luke’s

Anne Wooff 724207 Jennifer Harrison 718618
Litter Pick 3rd Sat 10am - noon Bowling Club

Chris Wooff 724207 Henry Hunter 712709

Girl Guides Children’s Sunday Clubs St

Rainbows (Tues 5:30pm)
Danielle Wood 07841 649475

3" & 4th Ashton Brownies (Thu)
3" Ashton Guides/Rangers
(Tues 7:15pm)

Rachel Starkie 718350

Thomas’
Bubbles (Pre-School)
Splash (R-Y2)
Xstream (Y3-Y6)
Bell Tower (Y7-Y11)
Karen Cunliffe
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Church Officials in St Thomas,

St Luke’s and Wigan South Parish

Hub Leader
Rev Jeremy Thomas 727275

Assistant Hub Leader
Sue Fulford

Sunday Morning Worship
Local Missional Leaders (LML)
St Thomas’

Jan Cornthwaite 721626

St Luke’s
Carole Pye 517318

Ordained Local Minister
Rev Izzy Schafer 717300

Saturday FM
4pm-5pm - St Thomas’ School

LML Nicola Burgess 706841

Readers
Tricia Hancox 201540
Alan Harrison 718618
Carole Pye 517318

Helen Weavers 07796 334457

Parish Church Wardens
Anita Archer 07863 298336
Paula Gillespie 07716 667763

Parish Treasurer

St Thomas’ Assistant Wardens

Sarah Riley 07712 584954 Tony Cornthwaite 721626
Paula Gillespie 711270
St Thomas’ Assistant Treasurer
Phil Hayton 273183 Deputies
Barbara Taylor 205136
St Luke’s Assistant Treasurer Mansell High 727052
John Boon 728900
Prayer St Luke’s Assistant Wardens
Carol Foster 733263 Carole Pye 517318
John Boon 728900

PCC Secretary
Tricia Hancox 201540

Parish Electoral Roll Secretary
Sue Thomas 07877 704645

St Thomas’ Organist
Paul Tushingham 711085

Worship Group
Mary Owen 203277

Church Office, Church Hall

Bookings / Magazine Advertising
Sue Thomas 721484

office@stthomasstluke.org.uk

Magazine Editor
Jess Bradley

magazine@stthomasstluke.org.uk

Magazine Distribution Coordinator
Jack Stuart 726972
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