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Church Services in the Parish of 

St Thomas, Ashton-in-Makerfield 

Sundays  

St T homas’ s  St Luke’s  

9.00a.m. Holy Communion 
8.30 a.m.  

Holy Communion  

(1st Sunday Only)  

10.45 am 

Family Worship 

(1st Sunday Parade 

& 4th Sunday  

Family Communion) 

11.00 a.m. 

Family Worship  

(2nd Sunday  

Family Communion) 

6.30 p.m. 

Evening Worship 

(3rd and 5th Sunday  

Holy Communion) 

4.15 p.m. 
Holy Communion 

(3rd Sunday Only) 

Weekdays 

Thursday 

9.45 a.m. 

Holy Communion  

(BCP 1662) 

Other services and Saints’ Days as 

announced.  Please see weekly 

notice sheet or visit website for 

dates, details or exceptions. 

Parish Office: St Thomas’s Church Vestry, Thursday 6.30 – 7.30 p.m: For 

all enquiries regarding church matters and arranging baptisms and 

weddings.  Contact - 01942 721484. 

Deadlines: Handwritten material should be given to Malcolm Taylor, and 

email material to stthomasandstlukesmagazine@gmail.com   

Deadline April 2016 May 2016 

Hand Written 13th March 10th April 

Computer 20th March 17th April 

Magazine Release 3rd April 1st May 
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Important Parish Information 
Baptisms 
Baptisms are held at St Thomas 

Church at 12.45 on the 2nd & 4th 

Sundays. Baptisms at St Luke’s are at 

11 am  on the 3rd Sunday. 

 

To qualify for baptism parents should 

live within the parish boundaries or 

be a regular worshipper at St 

Thomas’s/St Luke’s. Parents and 

Go dpa r ent s s houl d al so b e 

prepared to undertake baptism 

preparation classes.  

Marriage 
You can marry in a C of E church 

of your choice if certain criteria 

are shown to be met. For details 

please contact the vicar or call in 

at Vestry Hour on a Thursday 

evening. 

 

Funerals 
Every parishioner has the right to a 

service in church, followed by a 

committal. 
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Easter Message from the Bishop         4 

Letter from the Vicar            6 
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Parish News/Free Will Offerings            9 

Mothers Union          10 
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The empty tomb  
A central image from the Easter story is the empty 
tomb. The stone rolled away, the body gone. Jesus is 
not contained in the prison of the stone-cold cave; he 
is not imprisoned by death. He is free, alive 
and unpredictably present in the world. 
 
As we grasp that, we are freed to grasp the 
central hope and promise of Easter.  
 
The kingdom does not end in defeat. Jesus’s 
story reaches a climax as he bursts through 
t h e  b a r r i e r  o f  l i f e  a n d  d e a t h . 
  
The tomb is vacated because Jesus is alive and present in the 
world. And then the energy, the „dunamis‟ as the apostle Paul 
says, the dynamic power that God used to raise Jesus from the 
dead, becomes available to us in the outpouring of the Spirit at 
Pentecost. An outpouring that reminds us that God cannot be 
contained. Not by a tomb, not by a temple, not by a church 
building. He is alive and present in the lives of those who are 
working to make a bigger difference; alive, present and recognised 
in the lives of those who make a bigger difference in His name. 
  
The image of the empty tomb presents a challenge for me and for 
all who are actively seeking for and praying for the renewal of the 
church. We see in it the certainty that God is working in the world, 
that his mission – as Jesus commanded in Matthew 28 – “go make 
disciples of all” – calls all to be “out there”. 
  
So how does this speak to our efforts, our desire, our belief under 
God that in this Diocese we are called to be a bigger church 
making a bigger difference? We believe that the Church is 

Easter Message 

from the Bishop 
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ordained by God as the best way to learn more about what it is to 
be a disciple. We know Jesus is the Lord of the church and we are 
called to worship Him and to come to the Father through Him in 
the Spirit‟s power. And so we commit ourselves to worship in the 
fullest sense, offering our whole beings to be that living sacrifice of 
service that follows the model of Jesus. 
  
And over the centuries we have shaped buildings to help us in this. 
Some beautiful. Some less so. Some functional. Some that have 
become difficult to use in any meaningful sense. These are vessels 
of love - not empty tombs - but sadly they have the potential to 
be a place that Jesus has left, where we don‟t feel the presence of 
the living Lord, where people endure a sterile, unattractive and 
joyless expression of their faith. 
  
But of course they also have the potential to 
be much more. To be houses of the bigger 
church, bursting with energy, hope and 
presence. Full of those loving the Lord, 
seeking to love him more, taking risks, falling 
down and being picked up again. Doing it all 
in the strength of the Lord. The building not 
an empty tomb, but a vibrant hub for the 
community. A place of love and service where 
people recognise the risen Lord in the 
Christians that worship there. 
  
Jesus broke free of the tomb once for all, so that God‟s kingdom 
would not be contained but would grow through the world. This 
Easter our joy and our calling in our turn is to release the great 
news of Jesus‟ resurrection, sharing His love in all places with all 
people. 
 
 
 

 

Christ is risen: He is risen 
indeed. Alleluia! 
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There is a mathematical formula for predicting happiness: 

I‟m not a  mathematician, so I presume that in this formula our 

happiness in an event is equal to the sum, product and other 

mathematical expressions represented by the combinations of 

letters! For a „happiness‟ total to be the result of the 

equation then I do know that the letters on the right 

of the = sign must mean different aspects, thoughts, 

emotions, expectations, rewards, experiences. The 

answer by the way from one newspaper headline was 

that „The secret of happiness is? Lower your 

expectations.‟  

 

Rather than this idea that if you expect little then what you get will 

feel good, here‟s another formula for predicting happiness inspired 

by a series of daily Bible readings called „The Happiness Habit‟: 

 

The habit of happiness = keep your focus on the 

purpose for your life and not the problems you 

face; be thankful in all circumstances; rejoice; 

be sacrificial, think of others before yourself; be 

trustworthy; value being with others, finding 

things in common; be generous in all 

circumstances; be prayerful; know God more 

and more; give your life away. 

Letter from the Vicar 
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If that sounds a lot like Jesus‟ story then the formula gets even 

simpler: 

 

Happiness = following Jesus. 

 

As we approach Easter this year once more, one of the joys as 

Jesus‟ followers is to focus on him as a person. We focus on his 

character and his commitment, the way he lived his earthly life - his 

joy, triumphs, happiness, grief, sacrifice, and pain. And the ultimate 

message of Easter - Jesus‟ rescue, victory and the blessed hope 

that we therefore inherit through His resurrection.  

 

When we then reflect this back onto ourselves and see how we 

shape up as followers in the light of this knowledge, surely we see 

much to be happy about? No complex formulas, no maths, nor even 

theology, just a life giving relationship with Jesus. Happiness = 

Jesus. There. Even simpler. 

 

God raised Jesus to life! God‟s Spirit now lives in you, and he will 
raise you to life by his Spirit.  Romans 8:11 
 
Jeremy Thomas 

 

 

Letter from the Vicar 
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Daily / Weekly Events in our Church - March 2016 

 

Monday  Morning Prayer.    9.00am   

  

Tuesday  Morning Prayer.    9:00am 

   Coffee Morning. (Church Hall) 10:00am - 12:00pm 

   Church open for prayer.  7.30-8.30pm 

    

Wednesday Morning Prayer.    9.00am                           

  

Thursday   Holy Communion.   9:45am 

   Princes Pantry. (St Luke‟s)  11:30am - 1:00pm 

   Vestry hour.    6.30-7.30 pm 

 

 

These are the usual events in our church, please see the notices for 

details of other activities taking place. For details of organisations and 

who to contact see back page of magazine. 

 

 

 

Streets for Prayer: This month we are praying for the people who live 

and work in Warwick Avenue, Brooklands Avenue, Old Hall Drive, 

Aspenwood, Beechwood Avenue, Woodfield Crescent and 

Firwood Grove 
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The Leprosy Mission 

 

This year the annual World Leprosy Sunday for 

St. Thomas and St. Luke‟s will be on Sunday 3rd 

April 2016.  The Mission has a special project this year, “Rebuild 

Nepal”, to help people there rebuild their homes and lives after the 

devastating earthquake of April 2015.  

 

The Anandaban region was particularly badly hit and this included the 

Leprosy Mission Hospital which serves a vast area; it suffered 

structural damage and parts will need rebuilding, plus the homes of 

doctors, nurses and support staff. 

 

The usual gift envelopes will be available on that day for your 

donations, and to supplement those, there will be a coffee morning on 

Friday 8th April 2016 at 1 Girton Avenue.  We ask for your support for 

the Leprosy Mission in this special Nepal Appeal.  

 

Barbara and Margaret 

 

DATE AMOUNT 
NO. OF 

ENVELOPES 

AVERAGE 

PER  
ENVELOPE 

04/01/16 254.45 60 4.24 

11/01/16 503.00 74 6.80 

Includes a full year’s donation from one person 

18/01/16 222.95 39 5.72 

25/01/16 361.50 85 4.25 

TOTAL 1341.90 258  

AVERAGE 335.47  65  5.20 
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DIARY: 
 
Friday 4th March is Women‟s World Day of Prayer the 

Service this year will be held in our Church at 1.30pm.  

 

Wednesday 16th March in the Church Hall 7.30pm 

Speaker Bobbie Masnyk -Holiday visit to Turkey 

 

Advance Notice 

Wednesday 13th April Deanery Festival is to be held at St Pauls Goose 

Green  7.30pm. Speaker Archdeacon Jennifer Mckenzie. Please put the 

date in your diary. 

 

Lord Jesus, as we rejoice in your risen presence,  

we pray that the world may know your peace.  

May we rise above division and 

strife,  

that your victory over darkness and 

death  

may be known in the world. 

Lord, show us the peace we should 

give,  

the peace we should share 

and the peace we must forgo. 

David Adam 

 

Love and prayers 

Barbara 
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BIOJEMMSS News 
BIOJEMMSS is one of two Ugandan based charities 

sponsored by our Africa fund. BIOJEMMSS cares for 

Ugandan children and youth, in the absence of their 

parents. At the end of last year we sent an additional 

Christmas donation for the girls and boys in BIOJEMMSS. 

 

Sian Davies, who is the director of BIOJEMMSS, recently 

sent a thank you email in which she wrote: 

The money given went a really really long way this Christmas. We gave 

all our members either something or money (past and present 

members), re-painted the whole house, replaced our now worn out 

kitchen ware, bought one of those heating metal trays that you see at 

buffets, replaced some worn out blankets and mosquito nets, and even 

more bits and pieces. We also used the money to cover our Christmas 

food expenses. I really hope that this can be communicated to the 

church. We are very grateful and it really has made a difference.  

Thank you again for supporting the Africa Fund and the support going for 

us. 

 

A few days after Sian‟s email, I received the following letter from one of 

the boys: 

To all at St Thomas’ and St Luke’s, 

Hello from all of us in the BIOJEMMSS family and a Happy New Year to all 

of you! We pray that God continues to bless your church family as He has 

been blessing ours. 

Thank you so much for the Christmas money that you gave to us as a 

family. Each of us got a Christmas present and we had a Christmas lunch 

together as a family. We had so much fun! 

We have been able to redecorate our home and we each have fresh new 

bedrooms. The money was able to get us new kitchenware – we love our 

new things! Our home looks fresh. We are so grateful from your amazing 

generosity. It has allowed us to do so much and we pray that God pours 

many blessings back to you all. Thank you again for your love and care 

towards us. Please continue to keep all of us in the BIOJEMMSS family in 

your prayers, pray that we will continue to do well at school and that God 

will keep pouring blessings over us. 

Thank you, from Francis 

 

We are always keen to involve more people in supporting the Africa fund. 

If you would like to know more then please contact me by email: 

chriswooff@fastmail.fm or phone 01942 724207. Chris Wooff 

mailto:chriswooff@fastmail.fm
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   St. Thomas’ C of E Primary School   
 
 
Eucharist Service  
 
On Thursday 4th February thirty six of our 
year 6 children walked to church 
accompanied by their teacher, Mrs 
Fairclough, Teaching Assistant Mrs 
Bowden and a very kind parent helper, Mrs Pollitt, in 
order to attend the 9.45am holy communion service. This 
was a follow up from a special visit to our school by 
Reverend Jeremy and Sue which provided the year 6 
pupils with a great opportunity to learn more about the 
Eucharist and the last supper. Attending the service was a 
great experience for all the students, enabling them to 
obtain a better understanding of the meaning of the 
Eucharist Service.  
 
Feedback from some of our wonderful students was very 
positive, they all stated how much they enjoyed the 
occasion and felt privileged to have met and chatted to 
the all the parishioners, who made them feel very 
welcome.  
 
The refreshments of warm drinks and biscuits were 
equally well received and all the children look forward to 
being confirmed in the future.  
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Student Prayer of the month 
 
Dear Lord, 
 
Thank you for letting us have this great opportunity to go 
to church and experience an Eucharist Service. Bless the 
lovely people we met, let them all live a long life as loyal 
Christians, and always feel close to you.  
 
Please help us to never forget that you are always with 
us, in the good times and the bad, and we thank you for 
this.  
 
Help us to be good friends with everyone 
and spread the word of God.  
 
Amen  
 
Jessica Lavin Y6  
Hannah Pendlebury Y6  

 

Psalm 127:3 
 ‘’Children are a gift from the Lord. They are 
a real blessing’’.  
 

Easter Blessings to everyone. 
Peace be with you.  
Elaine Mateus  
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The Great Feast 
 
 
 

We decided that we would start 2016 with a Messy Church party 
theme based on Luke 14:15-23, and the story Jesus told about a 
man preparing a great banquet who invited many guests. When 
it came to the day, all the guests made excuses as to why they 
couldn't come and so the man sent his servants out to invite 
everyone they could find in the town to the party. They came but 
there was still room and so he sent his servants out again to 
bring in the marginalised. Again, the servants told him that there 
was still room for more. Then the master told his servant, „Go 

out to the roads and country lanes and compel 
them to come in, so that my house will be full.' 
 
Can you imagine getting a VIP invitation to the 
greatest party the world has ever known - a party 
full of celebs, good food, champagne and live 
music. Now imagine turning the invitation down. 
How crazy would you be? How foolish would your 

friends think you were? In this story, Jesus tells us about a 
number of guests who did just that. They made their excuses 
and they missed out. Similarly, we can make excuses when 
responding to God's invitation into his kingdom. We may think 
that we are too busy with work commitments, family 
responsibilities or other things, but the truth is we cannot afford 
to delay or reject the invitation! 
 
This was our message for the afternoon but of course, we 
wanted to present it in a fun way. What are the essentials for a 
good party? Fun, food and a party bag; the first stop was for 
everyone to make their own party bag to take home their 
goodies! Next, we all made bookmarks with the words, 'Jesus 
invites everyone to his party' written on it to remind us of the 
story once we got home.  
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We drew smiling faces on balloons on sticks to take 
home, made party hats and a tablecloth collage of 
all the food that we would choose for our perfect 
party. We bashed the piñatas until they smashed 
and played pin the tail on the donkey (do you know 
how many times donkeys are mentioned in the 
Bible?) 

 
As always there was a foodie activity - this time we were given 
a kebab stick and an assortment of delicious fruits for us to 
choose our favourites from. Once we had our stick full of fruit 
then we had melted chocolate drizzled over it and it was put 
away to set for after our party tea. They were yummy! 
 
What is the last thing we say when we leave a party? Thank you 
of course and so we made thank you prayer dice with different 
prayers on each face.  
 
We have so much fun at Messy Church that we want others to 
know about it too and come along. What better way to invite 
our friends then making a personalised invitation for our next 
one! 
 
Once we had finished making, we all moved through into 
another room and acted out the story Jesus told, chatting about 
how crazy people must be not to accept Jesus' invitation to the 

best party ever! We finished with one of our current 
favourite worship songs - My Lighthouse, led by our 
Sunday Club children!  
 
Our next Messy Church is on Good Friday (25th March) 
from 10.30 - 12.15 in the church hall. We finish with 
fish fingers or fish and chips together with many 

people who come over after the service in church. We make fish 
fingers on the day, but need to pre-order fish and chips and so 
please contact Messy Sue on 07877 704645 or 
sue@stthomasstluke.org.uk if you would like to join us for fish 
and chips or for any other information about Messy Church.  
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▪ Quality Workmanship 
▪ FREE No Obligation Quotes 

▪ Trustworthy & Reliable Service 
▪ Over 25 Years Experience 
▪ All Aspects of Decorating Covered 

▪ No Job Too Small 
 

 

Tel: 01942 716389 
Mob: 07765 078295  
Email: pacreckec@sky.com 
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R. Banks & Son 
(FUNERALS) LTD 

Members of National Association of Funeral Directors, 

Society of Independe nt Funeral Directors  
 

Director:  Brian Halliwell M.B.I.E. Dip.F.D. 
 

● Pre-paid Funeral Plans 

● Daimler Limousines 

● 24 Hour Service 

Email: rbanksfunerals@callnetuk.com 
Website: www.funeralserviceswigan.co.uk 

Branch Offices    

 PARSONAGE HOUSE 

  100 RAILWAY ROAD 

    LEIGH 

  Telephone: (01942) 261415 

HALLBANK HOUSE 

407 WIGAN ROAD, BRYN 

ASHTON-IN-MAKERFIELD 

Telephone: (01942) 271392 

WINDSOR HOUSE 

232 SCHOLES, WIGAN 

Telephone: (01942) 820526 

CLIFFORD HOUSE 

No. 1 GROVE LANE 

STANDISH 
WIGAN 

Telephone: (01257) 422011 
 

FUNERAL 
DIRECTORS 

AND 
MONUMENTAL  

MASONS  

HALLIWELL HOUSE 
758/768 ORMSKIRK ROAD 
 PEMBERTON, WIGAN 

Telephone:  

(01942) 222156 
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C & A Hornby Ltd 
Plumbing and Heating Services 

11 Rydal Close, Ashton in Makerfield, 
Wigan, WN4 8AU. 

Gas Safe:  11641 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

www.cahornbyplumbing.co.uk 
 

Telephone: Phil on 01942 727890 or 07867 576164 
 

A local family run business, established for over 20 years and CRB 
checked. 

 
Contact us for: 

 

All your plumbing needs including emergencies, repairs and 
replacements. 

 
Boiler replacements and repairs including full systems and upgrades. 

 

Gas Fire replacements and repairs. 
 

All domestic gas work including emergencies. 
Boiler and Gas Fire Service,  Landlords Gas Safety Certificates, House 

Move Gas Safety Certificates. 
 

All bathroom work undertaken - complete bathroom refurbishment with 
design service. 

 

All kitchen work undertaken - complete kitchen refurbishment with 
design service. 

 

Rental Property Maintenance. 
 

Insurance work undertaken 

 
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 2B The Gerard Centre 
 Ashton In Makerfield 
 Wigan 
 WN4 9AN 
 Tel: 01942 727159 
 
Qualified Funeral Director Ron Conway (Dip FD, 
BIFD) 
 

24 Hour Personal, Friendly Service to provide 

care, help and support 

Pre-Paid Funeral Plans 

All Aspects of Memorial Work Undertaken 

 

 

http://www.co-operative.coop/funeralcare/
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LYNDA BUNTING  

BSc (Hons) Podiatry, M.Ch.S 
HPC Registered 

CHIROPODY/PODIATRY 
HOME VISITING SERVICE  

IN YOUR AREA 
 

      Prices from 
     £18 

      Including Foot Massage 
 

Treatment for all conditions 
causing foot discomfort 

Evening Appointments Available  
 

For an appointment please 

telephone 
01942 730857 / 07835 446505 

ORRELL CHIROPODY  
PRACTICE  

HCPC Registered 
10 Gathurst Road, Orrell 

  

Routine Foot Care 
 

Verrucae Treatments  
 

 Nail Surgery  
 

Dr Comfort shoes  
 

HOME VISITS for the elderly and 
infirm  

Tel: 01942 215391 

www.orrellchiropody.co.uk 

General 

Maintenance/

Handyman 

Tiling/Fencing/

Flagging 

Gardening 

Kitchen and Bathroom Fits  

For a prompt and reliable service at 

affordable prices call Paul on 07954 

408653  

KEITH TATHAM 

Upholstery & Antique Renovations 

Furniture Repair & Re-styling 
CUSTOMER CAR PARKING 

TEL: 01942 727605 

WORKSHOP 

115-117 BOLTON ROAD 

ASHTON-IN-

MAKERFIELD 

MEMBER OF  

THE ASSOCIATION  

OF MASTER 

UPHOLSTERERS 

For advertising, please 
contact Rachel Webster 

on 01942 273453. 
 

For magazine delivery 
please contact Jack 

Stuart on 01942 276972 
 

Or to be added to the 
mailing list and receive 

the magazine online 
please visit  

www.stthomasstluke.org.uk  

 
to sign up! 
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R & T Lewis Catering 
70 Simpkin Street, Abram, Wigan, Lancashire WN2 5PT 

Home Telephone: 01942 861457       Mobile Telephone: 07889784512 
 

R&T Lewis catering is a family run catering business with  

an excellent reputation for delivering a first class service.   

Our experience in outside catering enables us to cater for any occasion.  

We specialise in the following 

Hot & Cold Buffet Service (7 Days a Week) 

 

Whatever the Occasion each function will receive our personal attention 

An Example of one of our popular funeral buffet is detailed below 

 
Assorted Fresh Cut Sandwiches  

(Ham/Turkey/Egg Mayo/ Cheese & Onion) 

Hot new Potatoes 
Assorted Quiche 

Whist Pie 
Sausage Rolls 

Open Finger Rolls 

Salmon &Cucumber 
Assorted Savouries 

Crisp Green Salad 
Cheese Board 

Assortment of Small Cakes 

Scones with Jam & Fresh 
Cream 

£4.00 per head 

 
Unlimited Tea & Coffee (for a small extra charge) 

At all functions staff provide a full service throughout:  
from the delivery, serving and the clearing away after the function.   

All buffets ordered can be delivered to either the venue or the home. 
We have varied hot & cold buffet menus as well as a varied choice of  

set meal menus, ensuring that all requirements can be met.   

All menus can be adapted to suit individual customer requirements. 

References and Testimonials are available on request. 
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FAMILY-RUN BUSINESS FOR OVER 20 YEARS 
 

   

 

LANDSCAPING, FENCING, PATIOS 
 

   

 

GARDENS DESIGNED AND BUILT 
 

   

 

PRIVATE AND COMMERCIAL GARDEN 
MAINTENANCE 

 
   

 

HEADSTONES AND GRAVES LEVELLED AND 
TIDIED UP 

 
 

PHONE: 01257 483561 
MOBILE: 07813 643930 

EMAIL: graham.bailey15@yahoo.co.uk  
 

Directors: G Bailey, C Bailey and L Bailey 
VAT Number 768/1716/00 Company Reg No. 4172616 
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St Thomas’ Flowers 

 

DATE 

 

LADIES ON DUTY 

26TH 

MAR 

 

ALL LADIES—EASTER FLOWERS 

NO FLOWERS IN CHURCH DURING MARCH —LENT 

FLOWER GUILD DONATIONS 

 

In memory of loved ones from Marian Bullen. 

 

Treasured memories of Sheila Lester (12th March) a much loved friend 

and Auntie from Joan, Dennis and Wendy 

 

TANGO 
TANGO at St. Marks Church,  

Haydock support and resource families within the 
Haydock/Ashton area by providing food; clothing; 

furniture and household items.  
 

If you have any items of furniture that you no 
longer want TANGO will collect Free Of 
Charge from your home. 

 
If you want more information about TANGO or to 

arrange a collection please ring: 01744 607388  
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Christmas seems such a long time ago now, but that‟s 
where our first news item begins.  The Wigan Battalion 
ran a colouring competit ion for Anchors.  Age 7/8 were 
asked to draw a Nativity scene and I am delighted to 
say that we have both the winner and the runner-up. 

Rhys Hardman won and Owen Bullen was second.  Age 5/6 were 
asked to colour the Nativity scene provided and again we have the 
winner – Matthew Bullen. All 3 received a selection box. 
  
A group of Anchors attended a Christmas party organised by the 
Battalion and enjoyed a good time with games, a magician and, of 
course, a visit from Santa. 
  
At the beginning of February 20 boys and 5 
Officers from across our Company went to watch 
“Babes in the Wood” performed by St John‟s 
Pemberton Dramatic Society. It was very 
enjoyable, but the best bit was when cast 
members “frisked” our own Jonty Cornthwaite, 
whilst looking for a lost trinket. 
  
All boys are now back into their badge work so we ask for your 
prayers as they travel along the path. Especially we ask you to 
pray for our 2 Company boys, Josh and Will, who are working 
towards their President‟s Badge, which is the second highest badge 
in the Boys Brigade. 
  
As many of you will know, we are always looking for new recruits 
among the boys, but we are also looking for helpers and potential 
Officers, particularly to work with the older boys. You don‟t have to 
have a particular skill (although Musicians take note!), just a 
willingness to give up a few hours on a Tuesday to help our boys. 
If you are interested please speak to Jeremy, Sue, Gareth or any 
Officer. 
  
Olwen – Officer in Anchor Boys. 
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Room (15) Directed by Lenny Abrahamson 

Stars: Brie Larson, Jacob Tremblay, Joan Allen, William.H.Macy, 

Sean Bridgers,and Matt Gordon 

In a Nutshell: Sometimes it's really hard to jump into a review and 

think how to start it off, so I'll just be able meta and start off by pointing 

that out. It's also super hard to try and sum up a movie that it's easy to 

pre-judge.... a movie like this obviously comes with all the baggage of 

hype and praise, but it also comes with the massive baggage of such a 

troubling and upsetting subject matter that can lead people to not want 

to endure what they think this movie will entail... but it's the job of 

someone like me the reviewer to point out that whilst tough in places 

and pretty unsettling, this is not the endurance test you might expect, 

suffice to say it's actually one of the most affirming and uplifting movies 

you'll see in it's own way as well as pretty harrowing at points too. But 

it's not that film, the one you think it'll be. But another important factor 

in how this turns out are the performances and oh boy... the support 

cast do perfectly solid work, Macy in particular conveying so much 

through so little in one scene in particular, but it's Larson and 

Tremblays' show and oh what a show... two of the best 

performances I might have ever scene tbh, if both don't walk 

away with both Oscars this year then something has gone 

amiss, because both are just blinding and terrific in every 

sense of the word... Larson is just outstanding in what she 

has to do, but Tremblay in particular is a revelation, the innocence and 

the sweetness is just heart wrenching and wonderful, possibly the best 

child performance I have ever seen, he is sure to go far. This is 

particularly a hard film to talk about to be honest, so I'll say this.... 

throw away your preconceptions about what it will be but prepare 

yourself for tough stuff... but do yourself a favour and see this movie, it 

is a masterpiece! Rating: 10/10 

 

The Revenant (15) Directed by Alejandro Gonzalez Inarritu 

Stars: Leonardo Dicaprio, Tom Hardy, Domnhall Gleeson, Will 

Poulter, Forrest Goodluck, and Paul Anderson 
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In a Nutshell: Cinema is most certainly the first place you should 

consider when seeing a film, mainly because you need to see it on the 

biggest screen possible in the cosiest and comfiest way possible and with 

all the sound and picture quality to enhance that experience, and like Life 

of Pi, Avatar and Gravity before it... though much more, The Revenant is 

that sort of big screen experience that is to be remembered long after... 

from the epic vistas to the blistering tension and action and through to 

just the scope of the whole thing. One thing is for sure, it sure is terrific 

to look at... but beyond that, what about the film itself? Well apart from 

all that obvious stuff I've already... amazing landscapes, stunning vision 

and sheer scale... you have a great little cast of familiar faces... from the 

ever wonderful Will Poulter to the tremendous Domnhall Gleeson, both on 

the side of good whilst Tom Hardy is utterly magnetic and terrifiying as 

the sinister Fitzgerland, mover-along of the plot as it were and all round 

baddie. The main draw as ever though is Leo, once more excelling 

beyond the call of duty and throwing himself into all matter of deadly 

situations... he is as terrif ic as he ever was. This is one of those films that 

needs to be seen as big as possible to truly do justice to it's scale... but 

mainly really, this is simply a film that deserves to be seen. Words can't 

do good to describe what this film is, you'' just have 

to experience the cold and those blistering 

conditions on the big screen and then, well you'll 

never complain about normal weather again after 

you see what Leo goes through. This is quite simply 

a terrific piece of cinema... thrilling, slow burning, 

brutal and compelling.... it's on course for a bunch 

of awards this year, and I can see all the reasons... 

it's a truly brutal and dark thriller but one which 

really excels and is well worth seeking out… Rating: 9/10 

 

Also Seen: 

The Danish Girl (15) 8/10   The Big Short (15) 8/10 

The Hateful Eight (18) 9/10   Spotlight (15) 9/10 

Creed (12A) 8/10    Goosebumps (PG) 8/10 
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Please place your donation in an 

envelope with your full name and 

amount written on it. Please hand in 

at church or post to the vicarage.  

Please make any cheques payable 

to St Thomas’ PCC. If you want the 

donation to be for something 

specific, please write clearly on the 

envelope.  
 

Thank you. 

GIFT AID 

If you  are a UK tax payer and 

would like church to be able to 

claim back 25p for every £1 you 

donate, please  complete  a Gift 

Aid form or state on your 

envelope that you  are a UK tax 

payer, would like the donation to 

be Gift Aided and include your 

full name and address.  

St Thomas’ March Donations 

With Thanks for Home Communion:  Jean Brown, Alice Ashley,  
 

Other Donations:    Anon,  Mary Shaw,  Mr Heaton 
 

Asylum Seeker Fund:  Jenny Bullen,  Hope Church, Margaret Raymond, 

Jane Andrews 

If you want to discuss any issues around wills and legacies please 

ring the Parish Treasurer Sarah Riley on 01942 722747 

 

Funds currently in use are: Africa Fund, Audio Visual, Church Hall, Building 

& Maintenance, Garden of Rest, General, Grave Maintenance, Heath 

Road Graveyard, Heating and Youth worker 

 

TOTAL DONATIONS RECEIVED BY ST THOMAS’ 

FOR MARCH 2016    £943 

** Apology  ** 
In December 2015 the following donation was received and  

unfortunately omitted from the magazine. 
In Memory of A Dear Husband Allan Walker from Barbara. 

 

Please accept my apologies for this omission. 
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In Loving Memory of 
 

All Loved Ones from Marion Bullen 
 

My Parents, Reginald and Phyllis Barnett from Sandra Ferry 
 

My dear Husband Albert Topping from Emily Topping 
 

Stuart Brown from Mrs J Brown 
 

Anniversary Remembrance of 
 

Billy Lyon, a dear Husband and Dad (9th March) 

From Margaret, Elizabeth, Beverley and Heather  

 

Thomas Tagg  (4th March) a dear Grandson, from Grandma 
 

A dear Mum (26th March) and Dad (3rd April) 

Peggy and Thomas Knocker from Margaret  
 

Clara Shaw (5th March) a loving Mum and Grandma 

From Barbara, Malcolm and Family 
 

Thomas Pennington (22nd March) a much loved Dad, Father-in-Law and 

Grandad from David and Family 
 

Elizabeth Alice Winstanley (25th March), a dear Mother and  

Mother-in-Law, from Nancy and George 
 

My dear parents, Jessie Evans (12th March) and Douglas Evans   

(21st April) from Hazel 
 

Raymond Bullough (14th March), a beloved Husband, Dad and Grandad 

from Avis, Alison & Stephen, Philip  & Michelle, Rachel, Kate, Luke & Amy 

Birthday and Anniversary Remembrance of James Scriven, March 

23rd and April 6th - a dear  brother and uncle 

Freda Craig and Nicola 

Karen, Jimmy, Laura & Andrew Wendy, Adrian, Michael & Bethany  

Tracy, Ian, Ethan & Jessica  Gary, Leah, Mason and Alyssa 
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Anniversary remembrance (26th March) of Gordon Bailey 

 
A dearly loved son, brother and uncle from his loving mum Annie and 

family 

 
A dear dad and granddad with love from Hannah, Kofi and Zahra 

 

For the delivery of magazines from 

 

Mrs Barton 

 

Anon 

 

St Thomas’ March Donations 

 

Donation in Thanksgiving for the life of Thomas Tagg to be used for 

children’s work particularly Bubbles from family and friends.  
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Ashton Scouts 
  

Come and Join Us for 

BRUNCH  

  

Bacon/Sausage Barm Cakes 

Sandwiches 

  

  

Apple Pie and Cream  

Jam and Cream Scones 

  

Cake Stall 

  Raffle   

Tombola 

  

Chocolate Tombola 

Book Stall 

  

Please come and Join Us—Everyone welcome 

  

Saturday 19th March 11am-1pm 

St Thomas Church Hall  
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Funerals - “May they rest in peace” 

Holy Baptism -  
“We welcome them into the Lord’s family” 

19th 

Jan. 
Olive Anderton Booths Brow Road 89yrs 

20th 

Jan. 
Margaret Garner 

Limewood Court Nursing 

Home 
91yrs 

20th 

Jan. 
Margaret Lace Oakwood Avenue 70yrs 

15th 

Feb. 
Dorothy Picton Old Road 73yrs 

24th 

Jan.  

Emily Jane Vermiglio Silver Birch Grove 

Daisy Marion Speakman Orton Way 

31st 

Jan. 
Zak Daniel Trwoga Old Road 
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Church Organisations in the Parish of 

St Thomas, Ashton-in Makerfield 

Boys Brigade 
Captain: Gareth Hamlett (07903866501 ) 

Anchor Boys (Tuesday: 5.45 p.m.) 
Olwen Wright (389595) 

Junior Section (Tuesday 6.45 p.m.) 
Kat Duckworth (07517486188) 

Company Section (Tuesday: 7.30 p.m.) 
Contact Gareth Hamlett  

Girl Guides 

Rainbows (Tuesday: 5.30 p.m.) 
Anne Wooff (724207) 

3rd & 4th Ashton Brownies 
(Wednesday and Thursday: 6.30 pm) 
Irene Taylor (Wednesday) (703410) 

Susan Hughes (Thursday) (725291) 

St Luke’s Brownies (Thurs: 6.15 p.m.)  
Susan Hughes (725291) 

3rd Ashton Guides & Ranger Guides 

(Tuesday: 7.15 p.m.) 
Rachel Starkie (718350)  

Music Group Mary Owen (203277) 

Sunday – 10.45 a.m. 
 

St Thomas’ Choir 

Sunday - 10.45 a.m. & 6.30 p.m. 

Practice – Thursday: 7.00 p.m. 
Paul Tushingham (711085) 

Coffee Mornings at St Thomas’ 

Tues - 10 a.m.  

Thurs - (after 9.45 a.m. communion) 
Barbara Taylor (205136) 

Children’s Sunday Clubs – 10.45 a.m. 

Bubbles (Pre-School) 

Splash (R-Y2), Xstream (Y3-Y6) 

Bell Tower (Y7-Y11)  
Sue Thomas (727275) 

sue@stthomasandstluke.co.uk  

 

 

St Luke’s Over Sixties 

Monday – 2.00 p.m. 

Meet at Stubshaw Cross Labour Club 

Wednesday Weenies 
Wed – 1.00 p.m.: Jan Cornthwaite 

(721626) 

St. Luke’s Donation Secretary 
Mike Pye (517318) 

Youth Work 
Sue Thomas (727275) 

St. Luke’s Treasurer 
John Boon 

Duke of Edinburgh’s Award (14-18+) 

Sunday 6.30pm Church Hall 
Ceri Mansell (727417) 

The PCC Secretary 

Dorothy Burgess (701542) 

dottib1@yahoo.co.uk  

St Thomas’ Mothers’ Union 
3rd Wed: 7.30 p.m.: Barbara Taylor (205136) 

Flower Guild 
Meta Laites (723679) 

Bowling Club 
Henry Hunter (712709) 
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Church Officials in the Parish of 
St Thomas, Ashton-in Makerfield 

Vicar 

Rev Jeremy Thomas 

(727275) 

Curate 
 

Administrator 

Rachael Campbell   

721484 Parish office 

Ordained Local Minister 

Rev Izzy Schafer 

(717300) 

Readers 

Malcolm Bold       Carole Pye 

(276379)                 (517318) 

Alan Harrison        
(718618)                 

Tricia Hancox        

(201540)                 

Scott Campbell     

(711086)                 

St Thomas’ Church Wardens 

Ken Laites 

(723679) 

Paula Gillespie 
(711270) 

Deputy Wardens -  

Barbara Taylor 

(205136) 

Nigel Robinson 
(726597) 

Electoral Roll Secretary 

Paul Weston  

(202649) 

St Luke’s Church Warden 

Carole Pye  

(517318) 

Treasurer (St Thomas) 

Sarah Riley  

(07712 584954)  

Church Architect 

Mr B. Schafer 

(717300) 

St Thomas’ Organist & Choirmaster 

Paul Tushingham 

(711085)  

Church Hall Secretary 

Rachael Campbell 

721484 (Parish Office) 

F.W.O. Secretary 

Jackie Wilson 

(712368) 

Gift Aid Secretary 

Clare Hayton 

(273183) 

St Thomas’ Donations Secretary 

Anita Archer 

(760082) 

Magazine Co-ordinator 

Jack Stuart 

(726972) 

Magazine Editor 

Rachel Webster 

(273453 - contact for advertising) 


