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Important Information

Baptisms

Baptisms normally held at St
Thomas' Church at 12.45pm on
the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the
month.

Baptisms at St Luke's are at
11am on the 3rd Sunday.

To qualify for baptism parents
should live within the parish
boundaries or be a regular
worshipper at St Thomas’s or St
Luke’s. Parents and godparents
should have been baptised and
be prepared to attend a baptism
preparation session.

Funerals

Every parishioner has the right
to a service in church (if church
is open), followed by a
committal.

Marriage

You can marry in a CofE
Church of your choice if certain
criteria are shown to be met.

If you would like further
information or to book a
funeral, wedding or a baptism,
please ring 01942 727275 or
email
office@stthomasstluke.org.uk
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Letter from
Sue

| have been isolating for the last six days

which meant that | couldn’t go on retreat with

my friends who | have trained with for the
last two years or be ordained with them on Saturday. | know that
my disappointment was nothing compared to some of the
disappointments many have experienced, particularly during this
pandemic. But on Wednesday evening | found myself struggling
as | watched my fellow ordinands take their oaths and canonical
VOWS.

| listen to the Lectio365 app each morning on my phone and over
the last few weeks, the focus has been on Elijah’s crushing
disappointment that, even after God’s incredible display of his
power against the prophets of Baal, Ahab and the people of Israel
still didn’t return to worship God as their only god. If you don’t
remember all of this story from the Old Testament, maybe you
could reread 1 Kings 18-19?

Last Wednesday, | shed a few tears, | talked to my husband about
how | felt and | got out my journal and poured out my heart to
God. | know that mine was a minor issue but at that time, it was
important to me. Author Richard Rohr tells us that if we don’t
transform our pain, then we will transmit it to others and they will
usually be those closest to us and | know that | have done this in
the past.

After Elijah has fled from Jezebel, he sat down under a broom
bush and told God that he had had enough and that he wanted to
die. Elijah’s honesty invited God into his pain and he felt an angel
touch him. God provided food and rest for him and began the slow
process of healing and transformation. | felt that healing in praying
blessings over my friends who were on retreat and then joy on the
Friday when | found out that, rather than being ordained with
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essential people only as | had imagined, | could be ordained in St
Thomas’ with people | love with me.

Are you carrying a pain or disappointment? You may also have
had dreams or plans cancelled by these pandemic restrictions.
Maybe you feel disconnected from those important to you, have
lost your job or maybe even lost a person who you love?

Yes, God knows everything about us, but he wants us to tell him
about our hurts and bring his presence into those issues. Maybe
you could ask God to help you to face your worries, especially
those you try to keep hidden, and share them with him?

Maybe you could pray our bible passage for this year:

Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about everything. Tell
God what you need, and thank him for all he has done. Then you
will experience God'’s peace, which exceeds anything we can un-
derstand. His peace will guard your hearts and minds as you live
in Christ Jesus. (Philippians 4:6-7).

Sue Thomas

*AUGUST MAGAZINE**

Please note that we will not
have an August edition of the
magazine but shall be back with

the September edition on the
slightly later than usual date of
12th September.




@ Mothers' Union

At the time of writing we are looking forward to our summer
outing which this year is the postponed visit to St Oswald's
church. Some 30 members and friends will be joining us on the
24th and | will be giving a full report in next month's magazine.

| am sure that | don't need to remind members that 2021 is
special year for the MU. It is the 145th anniversary of our
founding and a century since the passing of Mary Sumner our
founder.

As a movement started and sustained by the strength of Mary
Sumner's vision of women supporting one another, we continue
to thrive all these many years later.

Mary Sumner led a true breakthrough for women, who in her
time were mainly seen as playing a supporting role in the
church, work and society. She made sure that women's voices
were heard and their own rights and needs recognised. Truly an
amazing women and a stirring example to us all.

Mary Sumner's personal prayer
All this day, O Lord,
let me touch as many lives
as possible for thee;
and every life | touch,
do thou by thy spirit quicken,
whether through the word | speak,
the prayer | breathe,
and the life I live.
Amen
Love and Prayers
Barbara



Church Re-order

The pandemic has created supply problems and as a result the
laying of the floor tiles will not be completed in time for a service
on the 11th July. We are however optimistic that everything will be
ready for 25th July which is after the scheduled date for the lifting
of the Covid restrictions. Keep this date in mind and in your
prayers so that we can look forward to a great celebration.

Tuesday Coffee

| am sure like everyone | was disappointed when the release from
the restrictive rules created by the Covid pandemic were delayed
from the 21st June for a further four weeks. | know that many are
missing our regular get together for coffee and a chat on Tuesday
mornings. Provided that we comply with the social distancing rules
it is intended to we soon be meeting again. Keep your eyes on the
Notice Sheet for details.

Freewill Offering envelopes

The envelopes issued at the beginning of the year run out at the
end of June. It has been difficult to assess whether to reorder as
the use of the envelopes since June have been somewhat
irregular with more than a half not in use, caused no doubt by the
absence of regular attendance at our church buildings. We do still
depend on your support and your donations as church expenses
still occur. | would like to thank those members of the Freewill
Offering scheme who have continued, by hook or by crook, to get
the envelopes to us for banking. If you have been filling in your
envelopes but are not sure what to do with them either put them
through the vicarage door or give me a ring (205136) and | will
arrange for them to be collected. Before we go to the expense of
reordering sets for the second half of the year please let me know
that you wish to continue. As an alternative to envelopes or money
donations you might like to consider making your donation through
your bank account to Parish Giving. If you want to know more
about this scheme please ring me or call 0333 002 1271 to set up
a direct debit through Parish Giving.



Heath Road Graveyard

This time last year | wrote about the problems in this graveyard
both with regard to the grass which needs cutting and holes which
need filling. We are entirely dependant on the work of volunteers to
try to keep the conditions as reasonable as possible. | would like to
thank the small number of volunteers currently working hard to
achieve a result. Sadly my request for an army of volunteers
seems, in the main, to have fallen on deaf ears, as | have said
previously 'your church needs you.'

Chair Donations
Thank you to the following for the generous donations to our chair
appeal:

Mansell and Linda High
Chris & Anne Wooff
James & Barbara Cotton
Henry & Valerie Hunter

Malcolm




Duke of Edinburgh - Call for Leaders

Here at St Thomas and St Luke’s we have been a

d local award centre for the Duke of Edinburgh (DofE)
award scheme since 2002 and have delivered bronze,
silver and gold level awards. To see young people,
learn key life skills, work as part of a team and grow in confidence is
very rewarding.

We have experienced challenges at St Thomas’ and St Luke’s in a year
that has seen so much change in the way that DofE is delivered as a
result of adapting to the pandemic and the sad passing of the schemes
founder, Prince Phillip.

The leaders have been predominantly members of St Thomas and St
Luke’s Church, and the participants meet in St Thomas’ Church Hall
weekly during school term times. Whilst supported by the Church there
is no requirement for participants to attend Church. Programmes usually
align to the school academic year, commencing in September.

We currently have a small team of 6 leaders, who are approaching
retirement age and are stepping back, but would support a new team for
a smooth transition.

We really need new leaders to come forward to support this very
valuable programme if we are to offer a new intake in September
2021. Anyone interested, we would be happy to meet and discuss
what being a leader means.

The Award consists of a programme of activities in four sections:
Volunteering: helping someone, your community or the environment
Physical: a physical activity that is extracurricular

Skills: through the skills section you cam choose to improve on an ex-
isting skill or learn something new. It’s all about giving something a go,
learning and getting better at it

Expedition: planning, training for and completing an adventurous jour-
ney with an overnight camp (approximately 10hours training, a practice
weekend and an assessment weekend)

All four sections must be complete to achieve the award.

For further information please contact Ceri Mansell 01942 727417 .


http://www.dofe.org/en/content/cms/Doing_your_DofE/What_is_a_DofE_prog/Sections/Sections.aspx

ROADS : ASHTON IN MAKERFIELD

In the 16" and 17™ centuries the roads in England were in a very
poor condition. The roads in Ashton were not as good as the old
Roman Road, constructed in the 1 century AD with a stone
surface and drainage ditches, that passed through Ashton and
which was exposed in 2018 at Landgate. The roads were simply
a dirt track about 2 or 3 metres wide used by horses, carts and
carriages. After heavy rain travel on the roads was difficult due to
mud and deep ruts. In winter the roads were often unusable and
consequently most road transport was during the summer
months. During the reign of Mary 1 the Highways Statute 1555
made each parish responsible for maintaining the roads or
highways within their boundaries. Each parishioner had to
provide every year 4 days, later 6 days, labour on the roads for
each plough land or pasture land that he owned. A Surveyor of
the Highways was appointed to monitor, arrange and supervise
the work parties. In the 1670’s John Ashton, of Ashton Cross,
was the Surveyor of the Highways. The Statute of 1555 was
seldom enforced and in most parishes it made little difference to
the roads.

Improvements began with the Turnpike Act 1706 which created
Turnpike Trusts whereby local businessmen could build and run
permanent turnpike roads and charge travellers a toll for using
them. The toll was collected at a toll gate where there was a gate
or barrier across the road. Part of the toll was to be used to
maintain the road. From 1706 — 1776 the mileage of turnpike
roads in England increased from 300 miles to 15,000 miles. By
1753 a turnpike road ran from Liverpool — St. Helens. In 1753
gentlemen, merchants, landowner and other inhabitants of Ash-
ton petitioned the Turnpike Trustees to extend the turnpike road
from St.Helens to Ashton so that coal could be transported to Liv-
erpool. A Turnpike Trust set up to oversee the building of the
road included Sir Thomas Gerard, Baronet, lord of the manor, of
Garswood Hall, Garswood/Pewfall, and Legh Master Esq., of
New Hall, Ashton in Makerfield.



In the 1750’s as you entered Ashton from Ashton Cross the fields
on either side of Dock Lane (Liverpool Road) were called the
Townfields. The Ashton toll gate - the Townfield Gate - was set
up near the present Old School Place on Liverpool Road. A toll
house was built for the gate keeper, John Leech, of Dock Lane/
Liverpool Road, who would collect the tolls then open the gate for
horses, wagons, carriages etc. to proceed. One of the tolls stated
“all carts with 1 or 2 horses going for or with coal to or from Sir
Thomas Gerard’s pits were to pay 1d (less than 1/2 of 1 pence) a
day per wagon”. The road was covered with gravel and there was
a cart causeway (highway) 9 yards wide and a horse causeway 1
yard wide. After the Townfield Gate the next gate was beyond
Pewfall at Judgefield Gate, Haydock, on the far side of the
present East Lancashire Road.

Despite these improvements the Ashton road was by 1768 in
need of repair. In 1771 the traveller Arthur Young on his Tour of
North England described the turnpike near Wigan “l know not, in
the whole range of language, terms sufficiently expressive to pro-
pose to travel this infernal road. Avoid it like the devil for it will
break your neck or limbs by overthrows or breakings down”. In
1772 John Wesley, the co-founder of Methodism wrote “before
we came to Ashton | was glad to use my own feet, and leave the
poor horses to drag the carriage as best they could”. It was only
in the early 19" century with road builders Thomas Telford and
John McAdam that roads improved. They based their road
construction on Roman principles, the road being higher in the
middle than at the edges so water would drain away into roadside
ditches and with stone embedded surfaces.

David A. Fearnley

David thanks again for another glimpse into the distant past of
our town. Perhaps we might think again before we moan about
potholes! Malcolm
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St Thomas’ Church Hall, Ashton in Makerfield

Tuesday 11am—12pm
Thursday 3pm—4pm
Saturday 11am—12pm
Sunday 3pm—4pm

£5 annual membership
£3 per visit with a wide range of foods available
Max 2 visits per week

Additional donations welcome

Together with local businesses, we are working to
reduce the amount of food going to land fill. The pantry
is regularly stocked with food that is near its sell by date

but can still be used to feed bellies not bins.




Daily reflection: Mark 6
L. Over recent weeks Church Wigan
C h Uurc h ,) has been sharing the daily
reflections of the Bible Society’s bi-

" v ' I i ble in one year. See here the reflec-
tion from day 34. To see more of the
Bible Society’s programme, visit
https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/explore-the-bible/

Jesus was attracting large crowds who came to hear his teaching
and receive his ministry. When he went to his own town, Naza-
reth, it was a different story: the people there saw only the car-
penter who had grown up among them. Calling him the 'son of
Mary' (verse 3) may indicate that there were continuing doubts
about the legitimacy of Jesus' birth and that 'son of Mary' was a
veiled insult; Joseph believed that she conceived 'by the Holy
Spirit' (Matthew 1.20, GNB), but perhaps the townspeople weren't
so sure. In any case, they seem to have felt that Jesus was get-
ting above himself. So he was 'not able to perform any miracles
there' apart from a few healings. This is quite a shocking state-
ment. We are used to thinking of Jesus being able to do anything.
But Mark is quite clear: he was limited in what he could do by the
people's lack of faith in him.

There's no automatic connection between the amount of faith we
have and what God does for us. That sort of equation can be very
cruel, for instance if someone is blamed for not having enough
faith if they or a loved one is not healed from an illness. But this
story speaks clearly about the need for us to co-operate with God
in what we undertake. If we aren't receptive to his leading and
open to his possibilities, we will limit what he can do with us and
through us.

Pray

God, help me to be a faithful disciple in my family and among
those | love, even when it's hard. And please let me be someone
who says 'yes' to your possibilities, and doesn't close them down

by my lack of faith.
13
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Sunday School Groups

Sunday club didn’t meet during lockdown however
WhatsApp messages were sent out to all our infants and
juniors each week. They included a video from one of the
leaders outlining a bible story plus a craft, a you tube clip
and a song.

This, whilst far from ideal, has kept our children and families
linked to church whilst physically kept apart by the
pandemic.

Over the last couple of months many of our children and
parents have met each Sunday morning in the vicarage
garden. It has been so wonderful to see them in person
once again. Story time takes place under the two events
shelters which Sue and Jer have kindly allowed to stay up.

The children enjoy crafts and adventures across the garden
each week where creation, Noah and, currently the parables
of Jesus, have been taught.

What great fun for all in a safe environment!
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Compassion
In compassion we raised money for Joseph and Princess, two

children who St Thomas’s sponsor to help them with their
education. In each class we have a compassion box which is filled
with a good amount of money.

Christian Aid

In Christian aid week year 6 did a photo booth, Get Funky with
Monkey, with the monkey that Mrs. Crawley kindly donated. Year
5 did spot the bear, another teddy donated by Mrs. Crawley
because she starred on Ant and Dec’s Saturday Night Takeaway!
In year 4 and year 3 they did a raffle. Year 4 had an inflatable
unicorn and year 3 had a giraffe teddy.

Collectively from the class fundraising, the sponsored walk and
the Y6 car wash we raised £2,079 - what a phenomenal amount!
Well done to all the children, staff and parents at St Thomas’. This
will be divided equally between our two charities.

Fun day
On the fun day we did a lot of fun activities like going under the

cargo net and beating the goalie. We also got tattoos and had to
knock down the cans to win a prize. We paid for a chocolate
tombola and we got a free toy or sweeties. This was an event that
the PFA sorted and all of KS1 and KS2 are grateful for what they
have done!

Goodbyes
It is always sad to say goodbye and this year particularly so as we

say goodbye and good luck to Y6 class, Mrs Crawley, Mrs Kerr
and Mrs Anders. It has been wonderful that they have been part
of the St Thomas family and we all wish them every happiness in

the future. s



Wednesday Weenies
The Wednesday Weenies Toddler Group has been going for
about 30 years. Never once in that time would anyone have
imagined that anything as dramatic as a pandemic would
prevent it from operating. However, hooray it is back once again
although at present a limited numbers of adults and children are
able to attend and booking for a place is required.
We are meeting for about an hour in the vicarage garden and
thankfully never once has it rained in the two months or so we
have been open again!
Rather than write this report myself the following ia the work of
the children, parents, grandparents and helpers who regularly
attend. | wonder if you can identify which comments are from
the children and which are from the adults!?

Thank you Sue and
Jeremy for lending us | love the chickens
(said by many)

How lovely itisto  |t's 3 lovely atmosphere

see the children at Weenies in the gar-

and young mums den with lots of fresh air

back at Weenies. and wonderful
company.

N

It's our first time at Weenies
today. It’s a lovely garden
for the children to play in.
Thank You

Weenie

helpers. The musical

instruments don’t
sound so loud

It is great for the Ruby likes to outside!!
children to build come and meet

friendships and for other children.

parents and carers to _|t s great meet-

be encouraged by ing other Weenies is a friendly
meeting each other .  adults. place to play and sing
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It is vital for us to Weenies is

come and enjoy friendly and Do you remember a
the Weenies welcoming few weeks ago the
community after a children were
long period of playing alone? Now
lockdown. they are playing
It is great to be in together.

the garden playing
together and singing, ) R

We are Weenies”. h

| love coming to We have missed
Granny’s Garden it.

Church and | love
the chickens and
the swings but my
favourite part is

singing and
dancing. We all got wet
on the water
P EEY | love Weenies in the
I love Weenies garden where | can see the
outdoors and other children who are my
hope it will friends.

continue There’s : :
& nothing like It is so nice to see the

a good chat. children interact with
one another and for
parents to meet up

When we get to the garden
door Florence excitedly
claps and cheers. She loves
her afternoon at Weenies
with her weenie friends.

So there you go, | think everyone is enjoying Weenies. Sadly, it's
nearly time for a summer break but we will reconvene in
September for more fun!



e Here is love
k9 o}

A new mother cradling her tiny bundle of joy
Exhausted from the labour but overflowing with affection for the new life
before her...
Here is love

A young couple committing their lives to one another in the presence of
friends and family
For richer for poorer, in good times and in bad...
Here is love

A family sharing precious moments around the dinner table
With laughter and joy overflowing like a river...
Here is love

A caring neighbour braving the busy supermarkets to shop for those
more vulnerable
Thinking little of the service and support they are providing...
Here is love

A fun and playful pair of grandparents racing around the house and
playing ‘Hide and Seek’
Spending valuable time in teaching and nurturing the next generation...
Here is love

A group of friends catching up over the phone
Though physical separation may be a challenge, the ties remain just as
strong...
Here is love

A community group picking up litter in their local area
Taking time to care for the planet in a greener and more sustainable
way...
Here is love

A committed carer holding hands with a dying resident but more
importantly a friend
Comforting, reassuring and just simply being there...
Here is love



A group of school children holding a sponsored walk in aid of charity
Raising money and awareness; seeking to bring justice into a world that
appears lost...

Here is love

An elderly husband and wife holding hands quietly on a seaside bench
The years and wisdom of a successful marriage evident for all to see...
Here is love

A National Health Service tackling a global pandemic
Working extended hours, losing holidays and colleagues yet remaining
true to their calling at every step...
Here is love

A mother giving up eating this week to ensure that her children are fed
Caring not for her own needs but worried for the kids in her care and
their future ahead...

Here is love

A local church passionate in its mission and evangelism
Equipping and sending out disciples to share God’s love in all its
forms...

Here is love

A world facing an uncertain future with climate change, wars and
pandemics
Yet united it can make a difference one step at a time...
Here is love

An individual just like you and like me
With the power to make positive changes; showing peace and kindness
to all those we greet...
Here is love

A cross lying empty the body long gone
Yet a legacy that lasts for eternity through the greatest love story ever
told
With blood poured out and souls set free...
This is love

Joanna Wooff
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Answers on page 27




ACROSS

1 Sent out three times on a reconnaissance mission from Noah'’s ark
(Genesis 8:8-12) (4)

3 ‘The vilest — who truly believes, that moment from Jesus a pardon
receives’ (8)

9 Described by the 19th-century MP Sir Wilfred Lawson as ‘the Devil
in solution’ (7)

10 ‘Whoever — his life for my sake will find it’ (Matthew 10:39) (5)

11 King of Gezer (Joshua 10:33) (5)

12 Gideon’s home town (Judges 6:11) (6)

14 The area under the jurisdiction of a primate, for example, Canter-
bury, York (13)

17 To him God promised that David would be king (1 Chronicles 11:3)
(6)

19 A descendant of Aaron who was not allowed to offer food to God
(Leviticus 21:20) (5)

22 ‘If any of you — wisdom, he should ask God’ (James 1:5) (5)

23 | gain me (anag.) (7)

24 Relating to the armed forces (1 Chronicles 5:18) (8)

25 Title given to 2 Down (abbrev.) (4)

DOWN

1 Greek coins (Acts 19:19) (8)

2 Church of England incumbent (5)

4 What Epaphroditus was to Paul (Philippians 2:25) (6-7)

5 Mother of David’s sixth son (2 Samuel 3:5) (5)

6 ‘We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed,
but not in —’ (2 Corinthians 4:8) (7)

7 It destroys treasures on earth (Matthew 6:19) (4)

8 It threatened Paul in Jerusalem (Acts 21:35) (3,3)

13 Well-known Reference Bible that espoused dispensationalism (8)
15 Where the choir sits in a parish church (7)

16 Real do (anag.) (6)

18 ‘Martha, Martha... you are worried and — about many

things’ (Luke 10:41) (5)

20 ‘One man considers one day more sacred than another; another
man considers every day — ' (Romans 14:5) (5)

21 A place with twelve springs and 70 palm trees where the Israelites
camped (Exodus 15:27) (4)
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15™ July: St Swithun (or Swithin), saint for a rainy day

St Swithun is apparently the saint you can blame for rainy summers. It is
said that if it rains on his special day, 15" July, it will then rain for 40 days
after that. It all began when Swithun was made Bishop of Winchester in 852
by King Ethelwulf of Wessex. It was an important posting: Winchester was
the capital of Wessex, and during the 10 years Swithun was there, Wessex
became the most important kingdom of England.

During his life, instead of washing out people’s summer holidays, and
damping down their spirits, Swithun seems to have done a lot of good. He
was famous for his charitable gifts and for his energy in getting churches
built. When he was dying in 862, he asked that he be buried in the ceme-
tery of the Old Minster, just outside the west door.

If he had been left there in peace, who knows how many rainy summers the
English may have been spared over the last 1000 years. But, no, it was
decided to move Swithun. By now, the 960s, Winchester had become the
first monastic cathedral chapter in England, and the newly installed monks
wanted Swithun in the cathedral with them. So finally, on 15 July 971, his
bones were dug up and Swithun was translated into the cathedral.

That same day many people claimed to have had miraculous cures. Cer-
tainly everyone got wet, for the heavens opened. The unusually heavy rain
that day, and on the days following, was attributed to the power of St Swith-
un. Swithun was moved again in 1093, into the new Winchester cathedral.
His shrine was a popular place of pilgrimage throughout the middle ages.
The shrine was destroyed during the Reformation and restored in 1962.
There are 58 ancient dedications to Swithun in England.

16" July: St Helier, losing a loved one to violence

Take the book of Samuel in the Bible, add a bit of Luke Skywalker father/
son conflict from Star Wars, stir in a dash of Pirates of the Caribbean, and
you sort of have the story of St Helier — the first saint and martyr of Jersey.

According to the legend, it all began in 6" century Tongeren (now in Bel-
gium). A pagan couple badly wanted a child, but the wife was barren. In
desperation they sought the help of a local Christian, Cunibert. He advised
them to pray to the Christian God, and to promise that any child born would
be ‘given back’ to God. So, they did, and then the wife fell pregnant and
anve birth to a son, Helier.



The parents were delighted — at first. But as the baby grew into a boy, it
became clear that Helier was different from other children — he was preco-
ciously intelligent and could perform miracles. Helier’s father found this un-
settling and grew jealous of Cunibert’s influence over his son. Finally, he
plotted to have Cunibert murdered. In horror at such treachery, Helier fled.
He wandered far, eventually reaching a monastic community in Normandy,
run by Saint Marculf. Here he settled, seeking a life of contemplation, but it
was not to be. Marculf had received pleas for help from the very few resi-
dents of an island called Gersut, or Agna (now called Jersey). They, too,
had had bitter experience of violent men who killed their loved ones without
warning: the Vikings and Saxons and Vandals had each visited the island in
turn. Now they sought some comfort from the Christians: would someone
bring them the Gospel? They had no one to shepherd them.

Marculf could not ignore such a plea, and so he sent Helier and a compan-
ion, Romard, to Jersey. The two monks found a small community of fisher-
men on the sand dunes where the modern town of St Helier would later
grow. Helier chose to settle on a tidal islet, nowadays known as the Her-
mitage Rock. Romard, it was agreed, would act as the ‘go between’ be-
tween Helier in his hermitage and the fishing village.

Helier had chosen a remote spot for the peace and quiet it would give him
as he approached God. But one day he discovered that his tidal islet had
another great advantage as well. While looking out to sea and praying, he
suddenly saw the sails of attacking pirates, stealthily approaching the island
in boats.

Frantically, Helier signalled the shore of danger coming, and the fishermen
and their families scattered into the surrounding marshes, beyond the reach
of the bloodthirsty, lustful pirates. This happened time and again and be-
came so well known in island history that even today, small dark clouds on
the horizon are still known as les vailes dé St. Hélyi (the sails of St Helier).
As if that were not enough, Helier’s prayers and the sign of the cross on
another occasion stirred up such a storm that a raiding party was driven
clear off the island.

One day the pirates finally caught up with Helier on his tidal islet. They be-
headed him. Helier was deeply mourned and has always been revered in
Jersey for having brought Christianity to the island.

When his head and body were sent back to France, a healing spring is re-
puted to have sprung up on the place where the boat came ashore, and so
Helier is better known there as a healing saint. The traditional year of his
martyrdom is 555AD. His feast day is still marked in Jersey by an annual
municipal and ecumenical pilgrimage to the Hermitage, on 16™ July.
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Nobody (15)

Directed by llya Naishuller

Released: June 6" 2021

The Verdict: Every genre has its merits and its
downsides, you go to see a really good comedy
and you’re guaranteed to leave smiling and having enjoyed your-
self immensely, but see a bad one and you’re pulling all sorts of
faces at the disastrous attempts at humour. A great horror movie
leaves you shaken for weeks and a bad one leaves you laughing
out loud. You can bet your bottom dollar that the same thing ap-
plies to an action movie, you can

either have a Transformers: The Last Knight or a 2 Fast 2 Furious
or you can get a Con Air or a John Wick: Parabellum or one of the
best of the last decade: The Raid. The director of this very movie
definitely has this idea in mind because it is easily one of the most
purely enjoyable spectacles you're likely to see this year or many
others, it just breezes along and leaves you grinning like the
Cheshire Cats whimsical uncle. Taking the simple premise of the
one-man army, this is a film that with every scene is a plot and
scenes you've seen before but when they’re done with such brio
and panache and such a pace and such humour then it really
doesn’t matter. It's the simple everyday man who turns out to be
an absolute lethal weapon and then proceeds to basically take out
everyone he can in mad and insane ways. Bob Odenkirk is just
sublime in this role, always has been a great mix of comedic and
dramatic in his roles and he nails it here whilst Christopher Lloyd
as his veteran dad? Oh, it's great to see him on shining form once
more. Whilst a cast of faces you’ll easily recognise and some just
insane action sequences straight from John Wick or Kick Ass this
is just quite simply 90 minutes of a chefs kiss of a movie. Just go
see it and thank me later!

Rating: 10/10
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A Quiet Place: Part I

Directed by: John Krasinski

Released: June 1°' 2021

The Verdict: Movies like A Quiet Place come along once in a
while and just blow most other things out of the water... sure the
premise isn’t the most original thing in the entire universe but to
be fair it’s still something that’s not been done often. That first
movie was my runaway favourite movie of the year it came out (a
year that also brought us Mary Poppins Returns, Into the Spider-
Verse, Widows, Avengers: Infinity War, Tully, Phantom Thread
and A Star is Born to name a few) and was a masterclass in
sound design, tension and atmosphere. So naturally, being a
smash hit runaway success meant a sequel was inevitable. Great
news is, it's pretty darn good. Essentially carrying on straight from
where the first one left off and following the surviving family mem-
bers journey to survive and defeat the threat... it also flashes back
to show us how it all started in the single standout sequence of
the year so far, a fantastic set piece and tracking shot that is terri-
fying and exhausting in equal measure. Plus; it gives Krasinski
some much needed screen-time which is never a bad thing. New
cast member Cillian Murphy takes on the mantle of what Johns’
role in the first film was in a way and is reliably great as he always
is, whilst Millicent Simmonds just runs away with the whole film in
the important role she plays in the narrative as essentially the fo-
cus and heroine of the piece. Emily Blunt is never anything other
than terrific and as always, she shines throughout whilst Djimon
Honsou is always watchable in a late on support role. There'’s
plenty of twists and turns as the plot moves on; and the tension
never ever wains... plenty of jumps and tension and now, after
wondering whether a sequel was needed... well, I'm just very ea-
ger for the inevitable next one now!

Rating: 9/10

Also Seen

Cruella (12A) 9/10 Nomadland (12A) 10/10
In the Heights (PG) 9/10 The Lost City of Z (15) 7/10
The Purge: Election Year (15) 8/10 Godzilla vs. Kong (12A) 7/10
London Has Fallen (15) 7/10 The Midnight Sky (12A) 7/10
The Purge: Anarchy (15) 8/10 Allied (15) 7/10

Judas and the Black Messiah (15) 9/10 ’s
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SUPERFHUMAN POWERS

OF THE PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL

MAKING TIME KNOWING EVERYTHING o oopn (6i1ve ME)
SEEM TO (DESPITE NOT HAVING RAMBLING  REMARKABLE
LAST LONGER  READ NOTES BEFOREHAND)

\ STRENGTH
v.o & 0 “
1

INVISIBILITY
(APOLOGIES SENT)

ABILITY TO MAKE TEA

AND COFFEE APPEAR WITH

LITTLE MORE THAN TEN
MINUTES" NOTICE

NO PARTICULAR FLIGHT FROM THE
POWERS (BUT LIKES MEETING WITHIN
WEARING A CAPE) SECONDS OF IT ENDING

TRANSFORMATION
(INTO A BORE)

r\Pf\ﬁl\\ A IAPA ANC\AIANKFC

ACROSS: 1, Dove. 3, Offender. 9, Alcohol. 10, Loses. 11, Horam.
12, Ophrah. 14, Archbishopric. 17, Samuel. 19, Dwarf. 22, Lacks.
23, Imagine. 24, Military. 25, Revd.

DOWN: 1, Drachmas. 2, Vicar. 4, Fellow-soldier. 5, Eglah. 6, Des-

pair. 7, Rust. 8, The mob. 13, Scofield. 15, Chancel. 16, Ordeal.
18, Upset. 20, Alike. 21, Elim.
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Times

Monday Sam-Spm
Tuesday Qam-5pm
Wednesday Sam-5pm
Thursday Sam-Spm
Friday Sam-Spm
Saturday Sam-dpm

Sunday Closed Except for Mothering Sunday

Flowertime Florist
5 Bolton Road, Ashton in Makerfield, WN4 84 A

Email: flowertime.ashton(@gmail.com

Tel: 01942 715716

‘We use the best quality Dutch flowers for all special
occasions such as Weddings, Anniversaries, Birthdays.
Funeral Tributes and many more. Please call today for

vour free quotation’

Special Offers

-,

% 5% Discount on Orders Under
£100 { Minimum Spend £25
to receive discount )

s 10% Discount on Orders Over

£100 | Q.\
Please present this voucher at E

Flowertime Florist to receive any

of the above discounts. One

l‘OlM'hl"f prr customer.

28




\
Qa awd CLET

’ 'nf‘ng & Decorating

I
R

[

Quality Workmanship

FREE No Obligation Quotes
Trustworthy & Reliable Service
Over 25 Years Experience

All Aspects of Decorating Cov-

ered
|
) 4

No Job Too Small

Tel: 01942 716389
Mob: 07765 078295
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MOBILE SCRATCH & SCUFF REPAIR

IAN BOARDMAN- SMART REPAIR TECHNICIAN
Tel: 01942 274586 Mobile: 07769 717836

sSew@

Mobile: 07769 717836

SCRATCHFIX LINITED

SAVE UP TO 50% ON BODYSHOP COSTS

Don’t be without your car for days.. Most repairs completed within
the hour at your home or workplace

* Key and vandal scratches e Cracked bumper repairs
¢ Textured bumper scuffs * Stone chips
» Wing mirror scrapes * Colour coded bumper
: scuffs
¢ Alloy wheel repairs

¢ Full body polish




FUNERAL DIRECTDRS LTD

Local Independent Family Business

Traditicnal and modern fumeral ssrvices

Horze-drawm or limousine driven funsral processions

Memaorial Monuments and Services

Pre-paid Funeral Flans

Frofessional fimeral services in the Wigan areas.

To discuss any fineral plans please don't hesitate to contact us today.

Ashland House
‘fﬁ& A7 Old Road, Ashton in Makerfield E}l;

Canzsbrook House Cove Cottags Millprock Houss
21 Ladies Lane 31 Johns Avenue 56 High Street
Hindlzy Haydock Golborne

Tel: 01942 515504 Tel: 01942 TI47T7 Tel: 01942 272027

info.alanjonesfunerals@gmail com
www.alanjonesfuneraldirectors.com

_® W
om ok
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A EAVESWAY

5* Cruiselink Service - Private Hire - Excursions

» Eavesway Cruiselink - taking thousands of people to and from
their cruise holiday each year in style and comfort

» Executive Coach Hire - perfect for school trips, sporting events
and days out

» Eavesway Exclusive - the very best in luxury coach travel, ideal
for corporate hospitality and special occasions

Eavesway Travel Ltd.
Bryn Side, Bryn Road, Ashton-in-Makerfield, Wigan, WN4 8BT

R, 01942 727985
sales@eaveswaytravel.com

& www.eaveswaytravel.com

bowen‘leeming

opticians

optician

s

49 Gerard Street,
Ashton-in-Makerfield,

Wigan,
WN4 9AG info@bowenandleeming.com

32
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Mon 9:00 - 17:30
Tues 9:00 - 17:30
Weds 9:00 - 17:30
Thur 9:00 - 17:30
Fri 9:00 - 17:30
Sat 9:00 - 13:00
Sun - Closed

01942 722386



R BANKS & SON .
FUNERALS

Brian Halliwell Dip F.D M.B.LE. [STABLISHED 192 1]

Independent Funeral Directors ¢ Monumental Masons

A local family run business, R. Banks & Son are one of the largest
independent funeral directors in the Wigan area

Founded in 1921 and now with ten funeral homes across the Wigan area
the company has established itself by gaining a reputation for excellence,
professionalism and sympathetic attitude.

‘Golden Charter’ Pre Arrangement Funeral Scheme
¢ Inflation proof

e Peace of mind that painful decisions will be made rationally
Tailored to your individual needs

All necessary disbursements included i.e. Crematorium/
Burial fees, Church fees and Doctor’s fees.

One up front payment or monthly instalments f@‘»
Golden Charter * o
-

10,
LA o

SAIFHN

INDEPENDENT

FUNERAL

: ; L FINANCE NOW AVAILABLE
24 hour service ® Caring family firm on Funerals & Memorials

Subject to status,
written details on request

www.rbanksandson.co.uk

Head Office: Halliwell House, 758/768 Ormskirk Rd, Pemberton, Wigan WN5 8BB
T: 01942 222156

Local Offices: Clifford House, 1 Grove Lane, Standish T: 01257 422011

Hallbank House, 407 Wigan Road, Bryn T:01942 271392 » Parsonage House, 100 Railway Road, Leigh T:01942 261415
Windsor House, 232 Scholes, Wigan T: 01942 820526 » Whitley House, 439 Gidlow Lane, Beech Hill T:01942 829200
Elliot House, 20 Shuttle Street, Tyldesley T: 01942 887312 » Bentham House, 220 Spendmore Lane, Coppull T: 01257 793880
Stretton House, 23 Hall Green, Upholland T: 01695 622099 » Templeton Lodge, Templeton Road, Platt Bridge T: 01942 863936
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C & A Hornby Ltd woen

Plumbing and Heating Services [
11 Rydal Close, 3!
Ashton in Makerfield, Wigan,
REGISTER WN4 8AU.

Gas Safe: 11641 | www.cahornbyplumbing.co.uk

Telephone: Phil on 01942 727890 or 07867 576164

A local family run business, established for over 20 years and CRB
checked.

Contact us for:

All your plumbing needs including emergencies, repairs and
replacements.

/7
A X4

Boiler replacements and repairs including full systems and
upgrades.

7
L X4

Gas Fire replacements and repairs.

/7
A X4

All domestic gas work including emergencies.
Boiler and Gas Fire Service, Landlords Gas Safety Certificates,
House Move Gas Safety Certificates.

7
A X4

All bathroom work undertaken - complete bathroom
refurbishment with design service.

*
L X4

All kitchen work undertaken - complete kitchen refurbishment with
design service.

7
L X4

Rental Property Maintenance.



http://www.cahornbyplumbing.co.uk

T 1 |

Schafer Associates |

56 Belvedere Road,
Ashton-in-Makerfield,
Lancashire, WN4 8RU.

RIBA HY

Chartered Practice

t 01942 717300
e info@schaferassociates.co.uk
w www.schaferassociates.co.uk

Chartered Architects

All Vehicle Repairs
Carried Out

Includes: Servicing,
Diagnostics, Clutches,
Timing Belts and more

Please phone 07845 180838

or call in for a FREE quote
McG Auto Repairs Ltd
Cranberry Lodge Garage (behind
Macwest Motors)
Wigan Road Ashton in Makerfield
WN4 0BZ
www.mcgautorepairs.co.uk

TANGO

TANGO at St. Marks
Church Haydock support
and resource families within
the Haydock/Ashton area
by providing food: clothing:
furniture and household

items.

If you have any items of furniture
that you no longer want
TANGO will collect Free
Of Charge from your
home.

If you want more
information about TANGO
or to arrange a collection
please ring: 01744 607388



http://www.mcgautorepairs.co.uk/
http://www.tangohaydock.org/

St Thomas’ Donations &
Remembrance

Please place your donation in
an envelope with your full
name and amount written on it.
Please post through the
vicarage door while church is
closed. Please make cheques
payable to St Thomas’ PCC. If
you want the donation to be for
something specific, please

GIFT AID

If you are a UK tax payer and
would like church to be able to
claim back 25p for every £1 you
donate, please complete a Gift
Aid form or state on your enve-
lope that you are a UK tax pay-
er, would like the donation to be
Gift Aided and include your full

write clearly on the envelope. name and address.

REGULAR GIVING
Many people are asking us how they can give their usual weekly
offerings. We do appreciate your concern for the finances of the
church as the plate offerings help towards the payment that has
to go to the diocese each month. We need to continue these
payments as the outgoings of the diocese will remain the same
while church is closed. Please consider switching to the Parish
Giving Scheme by phoning 0333 002 1271 as we can get the tax
back much quicker this way.
If you want to continue giving by envelope, please take them to
the vicarage, or to Malcolm and Barbara’s (32 Townfields),
clearly marking the envelopes if it is for more than one week.

Funds currently in use are: Africa Fund, Asylum Seeker, Audio
Visual, Church Hall, Building & Maintenance, Food Ministry,
Garden of Rest, General, Grave Maintenance, Heath Road

Graveyard, Heating and Fit for the Future.
Unless otherwise stated donations will go into the General

If you wish to discuss any issues around Wills and Legacies
' please ring the Parish Treasurer Sarah Riley on 01942 722747.



St Thomas’ Donations &
Remembrance

B e R

Birthday remembrance of Arthur Shaw (23" July), a loving Dad
and Grandad
from Barbara, Malcolm and family

Thank you to all those who have made donations to purchase
chairs

Apologies as the following donation was omitted from the
June magazine:

Birthday and Anniversary Remembrance of lan David McLaren
(3/5 and 10/5)
a dearly loved brother and uncle
From Pauline, Kevin, Susan, Nick, Jack and Stuart
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The Registers 92

Funerals - “May they rest in peace”

17 June 2021 Ethel Ashton Old Road 86

28 June 2021 Freda Middlehurst Wentworth Road 83

Father,
you know our hearts and share our sorrows.

We are hurt by our parting from those whom we loved:
when we are angry at the loss we have sustained,
when we long for words of comfort,
yet find them hard to hear,
turn our grief to truer living,
our affliction to firmer hope
in Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen
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Church Organisations in

St Thomas’ and St Luke’s

Coffee Mornings at St Thomas’

Tues 10am-12pm
Barbara Taylor 205136

Flower Guild
Meta Laites 723679

Children, Young People and

Asylum Seeker

Families Support
Sue Thomas 07877 704645 Anne & Chris Wooff
724207
Church Architect F.W.O. Secretary

Bill Schafer 717300 Vacant

Wednesday Weenies Messy Tots

Wed 1pm-2:30pm - Church Hall | Wed 1pm-2:30pm - Church
Jan Cornthwaite 721626 Hall

Sue Thomas 07877 704645

Duke of Edinburgh’s Award

St Thomas’ Mothers’ Union

(14-18+) 3 Wed: 7:30pm

Sun evenings Church Hall Barbara Taylor 205136

Ceri Mansell 727417
Fairtrade Stall Fur Clemt Stubshaw

3% Sun 11.45am Mon 12-1pm at St Luke’s

Anne Wooff 724207 Jennifer Harrison 718618
Litter Pick 3rd Sat 10am - noon Bowling Club

Chris Wooff 724207 Henry Hunter 712709

Girl Guides Children’s Sunday Clubs St

Rainbows (Tues 5:30pm)
Danielle Wood 07841 649475

3" & 4th Ashton Brownies (Thu)
3" Ashton Guides/Rangers
(Tues 7:15pm)

Rachel Starkie 718350

Thomas’

Bubbles (Pre-School)
Splash (R-Y2)
Xstream (Y3-Y6)

Bell Tower (Y7-Y11)
Karen Cunliffe 07721770305
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Church Officials in St Thomas,

St Luke’s and Wigan South Parish

Hub Leader
Rev Jeremy Thomas 727275

Assistant Hub Leader
Sue Fulford

Sunday Morning Worship
Local Missional Leaders (LML)
St Thomas’

Jan Cornthwaite 721626

St Luke’s
Carole Pye 517318

Ordained Local Minister
Rev Izzy Schafer 717300

Saturday FM
4pm-5pm - St Thomas’ School

LML Nicola Burgess 706841

Readers
Tricia Hancox 201540
Alan Harrison 718618
Carole Pye 517318

Helen Weavers 07796 334457

Parish Church Wardens
Anita Archer 07863 298336
Paula Gillespie 07716 667763

Parish Treasurer

St Thomas’ Assistant Wardens

Sarah Riley 07712 584954 Tony Cornthwaite 721626
Paula Gillespie 711270
St Thomas’ Assistant Treasurer
Phil Hayton 273183 Deputies
Barbara Taylor 205136
St Luke’s Assistant Treasurer Mansell High 727052
John Boon 728900
Prayer St Luke’s Assistant Wardens
Carol Foster 733263 Carole Pye 517318
John Boon 728900

PCC Secretary
Tricia Hancox 201540

Parish Electoral Roll Secretary
Sue Thomas 07877 704645

St Thomas’ Organist
Paul Tushingham 711085

Worship Group
Mary Owen 203277

Church Office, Church Hall

Bookings / Magazine Advertising
Sue Thomas 721484

office@stthomasstluke.org.uk

Magazine Editor
Jess Bradley

magazine@stthomasstluke.org.uk

Magazine Distribution Coordinator
Vacant



mailto:office@stthomasstluke.org.uk
mailto:magazine@stthomasstluke.org.uk

