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Deadlines: Handwritten material should be given to Malcolm Taylor, and 

email material to magazine@stthomasstluke.org.uk  

Deadline January 2018 February 2018 

Hand Written 3rd December 7th January 

Computer 10th December 14th January 

Magazine Release 24th December 28th January 

Church Services in St Thomas’  

Parish, Ashton-in-Makerfield 

 

St Thomas’ 

1st Sunday 2nd Sunday 3rd Sunday 4th Sunday 

 
 
 

09    Morning Worship 
10.45 Family Worship 
18.30 Communion 

 
10.45 Family Worship 
18.30 Evening Prayer 

 09   Morning Worship 
10.45  Communion 
18.30  Evening Prayer 

 

 

11.00 Family Worship 11.00 Communion 11.00 Family Worship 11.00 Family Worship 

 

Thursday 9.45 am 
Holy Communion 

(BCP 1662) 
In St Thomas’ 

Please see weekly notice sheet or visit 

website for additional services  details or 

exceptions, particularly around Christmas 

time. 
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Important Parish Information 
Baptisms

Baptisms are held at St Thomas 

Church at 12.45 on the 2nd & 4th 

Sundays. Baptisms at St Luke’s are at 

11 am  on the 3rd Sunday. 

 

To qualify for baptism parents should 

live within the parish boundaries or be 

a regular  worsh ipper at  St 

Thomas’s/St Luke’s. Parents and 

Godparents should also be prepared 

to undertake baptism preparation 

classes. 

Marriage 

You can marry in a C of E church 

of your choice if certain criteria 

are shown to be met. For details 

please contact the vicar.  

 

 

 

Funerals 

Every parishioner has the right to a 

service in church, followed by a 

committal. 

Deadlines           2 

Diary            4 

Parish News                 5 

Letter from the Vicar         6 

Christmas letter from Bishop Paul       8 

Mothers Union        10  

St Thomas’ School                12          

St Thomas’ Flower Guild      26 

St Luke’s Flowers        27  

St Thomas’ & St Luke's  Donations & Remembrance 28 

Christmas Service’s       32 

Bible Bites                  33 

Mouse Makes        34 

Our Page          35 

The Film Review with Rob Carson     36 

Registers          38 

Booking Baptisms and Weddings 

We are now encouraging everyone who would like to book a 

baptism or wedding to come to the family service at either St Thomas 

(10.45am) or St Luke’s (11am) and bookings will be taken afterwards.   
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Daily / Weekly Events in our Church - December 2017  

Monday  Morning prayer    9.00am 

Tuesday  Coffee Morning (Church Hall) 10:00am-12:00pm 

   Church open for prayer  7.30-8.30pm 
Wednesday Morning Prayer    9.00am                           
Thursday  Holy Communion   9:45am 
    
These are the usual events in our church, please see the notices for 
details of other activities taking place. For details of organisations and 
who to contact see back page of magazine. 
 
Streets for Prayer: This month we are praying for the people who live 

and work in Walford Road, Hodnet Drive, St Thomas's Primary School, 

Hilton Street, YMCA,  Congregational Church and Wyrevale Grove 

. 

TANGO 
TANGO at St. Marks Church, Haydock support and 
resource families within the Haydock/Ashton area 
by providing food; clothing; furniture and household 
items.  
 
If you have any items of furniture that you no longer want 

TANGO will collect Free Of Charge from your 
home. 
 
If you want more information about TANGO or 

to arrange a collection please ring: 01744 607388  
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Yet another year in the life of our Church Magazine is almost over 
and again it is time to thank, to the many people, who ensure that 
the magazine comes to your door each month.  
 
Many thanks must go to our  Magazine editors firstly Rachel 
before her move north and latterly Jo who took over the role.  
 
Of course Jack and Helen Stuart who see to the administration 
and that dedicated team of magazine distributors who brave wind 
and rain to ensure delivery. 
 
Thanks must go to the Tuesday Morning 
Coffee and St Thomas Bowling Club for 
the generous donations to cover the cost 
of the purchase of the four new 
floodlights which are now lighting up our 
Church Hall carpark. We also must thank 
our retired Churchwarden and former 
electrician Ken Laites who carried out the 
installation work thereby saving the 
Church a considerable sum of money.  
 
Malcolm  

 
Trinity Girls Brass Band would like to extend a warm 

welcome to their forthcoming concert on  
Friday 8th December at St Thomas's Church starting at 

7.30pm  
The concert will feature an entertaining mix of  

Christmas music from modern arrangements to more 
traditional carols.  

Tickets are £6 and £5 for concessions and will be  
available on the door on the evening  
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God came to us 
At Christmas we focus on the 
amazing fact that God came to us. 
God gave up all the glory of heaven 
and became one of us. 
 

The wonder of Advent is that we have 
space to wait, to anticipate and to 
welcome the approaching King - Emmanuel, God with us. 
 

During this time of Advent, we may think of ourselves as we focus on 
the amazing fact that Jesus came for us personally, that He came into 
a broken world in need, that He came for all of humankind. 
 

God who spoke the entire creation into being, God who knows us 
through and through even to the number of hairs on our head, God 
came to us in Jesus. God with us in our need, our weakness, our 
everyday lives. 
 

We wait in Advent for the most precious Christmas gift, the birth of a 
Saviour. 
 

God is with us 
What makes Christmas complete, is our response to this gift. It may 
be one of amazement - or of indifference. God does not compel us to 
make Jesus the centre of Christmas and the centre of our lives. We 
are free to respond.  
 

When we do respond and accept the gift then we find that not only 
will our own life be transformed, but that this a gift that is meant to 
be shared, to be given away to others. 
 

Hundreds of Christmas services and events will be taking place in 
churches all over our Deanery this December and we want as many 
people as possible, of all ages, to not just have opportunities to be 
with us, but a chance to encounter God with us. 

Letter from the Vicar 
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#bringonefriend 
Bishop Paul’s Christmas letter, encourages everyone in our worship 
communities to "Bring One Friend". This is a simple and loving way 
to share the gift we have received. 
 

A good friend of mine told me that inviting someone is easy, it is 
simply saying, “I’m going, it’s going to be good, would you like to 
come with me?”  
 

Yet to all who receive him, to those who believed in his name, he 
gave the right to become children of God. (John 1:12) 
 
Diocesan Prayer 
Loving Father, 
by your grace we long to see 
more people knowing Jesus, 
and more justice in your world.  
 
Help us to live as your disciples 
in the power of the Spirit and  
to work to your praise and glory. 
Amen. 
 
Rev Jeremy Thomas 

Letter from the Vicar 

Verse for the Year 
 
‘Let us think of ways to motivate one another 
to acts of love and good works. And let us not 
neglect our meeting together’  
  
Hebrews 24-25a (NLT) 
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 Christmas  
 Letter 

 
A friend at Christmas 
The majority of Christmas advertisements that I have seen 
this year have a clear underlying message. In their glossy, 
VERY expensive, highly produced messages the advertisers 
are saying that Christmas is about bringing people together, in 
family or extended family units. That, they say, is the best 
place to consume the product they offer.  Around the table of 
tempting fare from the grocery retailer they show how 
Christmas can be complete. 

 
And that's not a bad sentiment in 
many ways. It is certainly one which 
the Church can subscribe to. We are 
about community, coming together 
around Jesus, learning together, 
journeying together as we try to 
understand God's love for us and the 
world. Obviously, the gift we want is 
not materialistic but the precious gift 
of the God who loved the entire world, 
and came to us as a poor baby. 

 
But among all these happy messages I have a nagging worry 
about loneliness. Research in 2016 showed that a million older 
people face a lonely Christmas, isolated from the festivities 
and dreading the season. Maybe it is the call of the Church 
this year, of your Church, our Church, to do something about 
that isolation. 
Over the past few weeks I have been encouraging everyone in 
the churches to "Bring One Friend" - in other words to think 
who it is that each one of us might invite into the worshipping 
and serving life of the Church. When I started talking about 

http://educateawards.co.uk/award-sponsors/
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this, I had in mind the desire to share God's love with more 
people. That is the heart of Jesus' story, his mission, and his 
purpose in life. Jesus, 
who was born in the 
relative loneliness of 
the Bethlehem stable 
wanted to embrace 
the whole world and 
show them the reality 
of the love of the 
kingdom of God. 
 
We started talking 
about "Bringing One Friend" now because we knew that 
during Advent and at Christmas the Church is still blessed 
with many ways in which we can connect with our 
community. We still provide services and events that chime 
in with the national mood. But we have a still deeper 
purpose, as we introduce people to the Lord and to the 
Kingdom. This year, the Christmas, if we can make a bigger 
difference in one person's life by "bringing one friend" into 
the community of church and pointing them in the direction 
of the Kingdom of God then that will be great. 
 
For our table is not filled with the superficial gifts of the 
consumer-led Christmas; it is the table made by the 
carpenter. On it are the symbols and gifts of the carpenter. 
On it are the reminders of his story that started in the 
Christmas stable and ended in the bursting out of the Easter 
tomb. Around it are the people he invites into his story, the 
friends he chose to bring. It's not an exclusive group - 
Jesus's table has room for more, for you and me, and - yes! 
- for the friends we bring. 
 

Bishop Paul Bayes 
 
The Bishop of Liverpool 
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DIARY 
 
 
Wednesday 20th December   
 

Christmas Carol Service in St Thomas 
Church at  7.30pm 
This special Service is open to all ladies 
of our Church and also the ladies from 
other Churches  in Ashton.  
Come along and enjoy the traditional 
carols and lessons and not forgetting 
the fellowship.  
You will made welcome and encouraged 
to join us for Tea, Coffee and Mince 

Pies in Church after the Service.  
 
 
On Friday 19th January   
 
Our belated Christmas Meal is once again at Bryn Masonic Hall. The 
occasion is open to all ladies of the Parish and friends and we look 
forward to  seeing our friends old and new at what is always a very 
enjoyable evening. If you wish to come and haven't already let me 
know  please sign the list at the back of Church. I will need the 
choice of menu at the latest by the 7th January 2018 along with the 
cost of the meal which is £20.00 
 
 
Coops Foyer I mentioned last year that we are 
proud that our branch has  for many years  at this 
time of year given thought to the young people at 
Coops and their Christmas celebrations. If you 
would like to donate a gift for this Christmas I will 
be delighted to deliver it. Please mark the parcel 
male or female. 
 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fsweetclipart.com%2Fmultisite%2Fsweetclipart%2Ffiles%2Fchristmas_present_2.png&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fsweetclipart.com%2Fred-and-green-christmas-gift-348&docid=l3WLD3Sl-0SSmM&tbnid=R8ZGba8i08B8SM%3A&vet=
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fsweetclipart.com%2Fmultisite%2Fsweetclipart%2Ffiles%2Fchristmas_present_2.png&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fsweetclipart.com%2Fred-and-green-christmas-gift-348&docid=l3WLD3Sl-0SSmM&tbnid=R8ZGba8i08B8SM%3A&vet=
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwik5su2rLHXAhXRYlAKHdyVBz0QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fcliparting.com%2Ffree-gift-clipart-34763%2F&psig=AOvVaw1aDeN6cTdxvk5JnokmEiHH&ust=1510311839587693
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A sad note is the death of Georgina Jones on 17th October She  
attended the Mothers' Union meetings until recently when ill 
health prevented this.  
She had been a member for 55 years the last few as an Indoor 
member. It was always a privilege and a pleasure to take home 
communion to her each month.   
We pass on our sympathy to Peter, Pauline and Sid and all their 
family at this difficult time. 
 
 
Where does the time go ? it is already the end of another busy 
year in the life of our Branch. Once again I must take this 
opportunity to  thank our Secretary, Treasurer and the Committee 
and all the members of our Parish for their continued support for 
me and for the branch throughout the year. 

 

Preparing for Christmas 

Christmas is more than a tale that is told 
More than a story that's pretty and old, 
Christmas is even much more than a birth, 
Christmas is Heaven come right down to 
earth. 
How can I tell such a story as this, 
Mary is welcoming God with a kiss, 
Christmas is more than a story it's true, 
My God is come to me, He comes to you! 
 
May this special time of Christmas bring you 
peace and joy! 
 
with love and best wishes from  
Barbara 
 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fsweetclipart.com%2Fmultisite%2Fsweetclipart%2Ffiles%2Fchristmas_present_2.png&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fsweetclipart.com%2Fred-and-green-christmas-gift-348&docid=l3WLD3Sl-0SSmM&tbnid=R8ZGba8i08B8SM%3A&vet=
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fsweetclipart.com%2Fmultisite%2Fsweetclipart%2Ffiles%2Fchristmas_present_2.png&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fsweetclipart.com%2Fred-and-green-christmas-gift-348&docid=l3WLD3Sl-0SSmM&tbnid=R8ZGba8i08B8SM%3A&vet=
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On Monday after the Autumn half term 34 of our Year 5 
and Year 6 children set off by coach for a 5 day visit to 
Low Bank Ground Education Centre in Coniston, Lake 
District, accompanied by teachers and staff from the 
school.  
 

The children decided the rooming arrangements  
themselves and on arrival a very tasty lunch was set up  
setting the tone for delicious and healthy food throughout 
the entire stay. 
 

Low Bank Ground have 
their own team of skilful  
professional instructors and 
the pupils were divided into 
3 groups to participate in 
the following activities:  
Sailing, Canoeing, 
Kayaking, Orienteering, and 
Ghyll Scrambling, all of 
which presented a great  
opportunity for our children 
to try something new and exciting.  

Even though for some of our pupils this was the first time 
away from home everyone had a brilliant learning and 
fun time.  
We hope we can all return next year.  

 

St. Thomas’ C of E  
Primary School 
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School Prayer of The Month  
 
Dear God, 
 
Thank you for looking after our school. 
Thank you for loving each and every one of us. 
Help us to learn, play and share together, 
Please fill staff and students at St. Thomas’ with joy, 
peace and love.  
 
We trust in you.  
Amen. 
 
 
Bible Verse  
 
Isaiah 40:18 
 
The word of our God stands 
forever.  
 
May your Christmas be filled with joy and love.  
 
Elaine Mateus  

St. Thomas’ C of E  
Primary School 
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▪ Quality Workmanship 
▪ FREE No Obligation Quotes 
▪ Trustworthy & Reliable Service 
▪ Over 25 Years Experience 
▪ All Aspects of Decorating Covered 
▪ No Job Too Small 
 
 

Tel: 01942 716389 
Mob: 07765 078295  
Email: pacreckec@sky.com 
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Mobile: 07769 717836 
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C & A Hornby Ltd 
Plumbing and Heating Services 

11 Rydal Close, Ashton in Makerfield, 
Wigan, WN4 8AU. 

Gas Safe:  11641 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

www.cahornbyplumbing.co.uk 
 

Telephone: Phil on 01942 727890 or 07867 576164 
 

A local family run business, established for over 20 years and CRB 
checked. 

 
Contact us for: 

 

All your plumbing needs including emergencies, repairs and 
replacements. 

❖ 
Boiler replacements and repairs including full systems and upgrades. 

❖ 

Gas Fire replacements and repairs. 
❖ 

All domestic gas work including emergencies. 
Boiler and Gas Fire Service,  Landlords Gas Safety Certificates, House 

Move Gas Safety Certificates. 
❖ 

All bathroom work undertaken - complete bathroom refurbishment with 
design service. 

❖ 

All kitchen work undertaken - complete kitchen refurbishment with 
design service. 

❖ 

Rental Property Maintenance. 
❖ 

Insurance work undertaken 
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 2B 

The Gerard Centre 
 Ashton In Makerfield 
 Wigan 
 WN4 9AN 
 Tel: 01942 727159 
 
Qualified Funeral Director Ron Conway (Dip FD, 
BIFD) 
 
 24 Hour Personal, Friendly Service to provide 

care, help and support 

 Pre-Paid Funeral Plans 

 All Aspects of Memorial Work Undertaken 

 

 

http://www.co-operative.coop/funeralcare/
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ORRELL CHIROPODY  
PRACTICE  

 
10 Gathurst Road, Orrell 

  

Routine Foot Care 
❖ 

Verrucae Treatments  
❖ 

 Ingrowing Toe Nails 
❖ 

Nail Surgery  
❖ 

HOME VISITS for the elderly and 
infirm  

Tel: 01942 215391 

www.orrellchiropody.co.uk 

All Vehicle Repairs  
Carried Out 

Includes: Servicing, 
Diagnostics, Clutches, Timing 

Belts and more…… 
 

Please phone 07845 180838 or 
call in for a FREE quote 

McG Auto Repairs Ltd 
Cranberry Lodge Garage (behind 

Macwest Motors)  
Wigan Road Ashton in Makerfield 

WN4 0BZ 
www.mcgautorepairs.co.uk  

 

If you would like to advertise in the 

http://www.mcgautorepairs.co.uk/
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R & T Lewis Catering 
70 Simpkin Street, Abram, Wigan, Lancashire WN2 5PT 

Home: 01942 861457   Mobile :07889784512  

Web: www.R&TLewiscatering.co.uk     
Find us on Facebook—R&T Lewis Catering  

 

R&T Lewis Catering is a family run catering business with  
an excellent reputation for delivering a first class service.   

Our experience in outside catering enables us to cater for any 

occasion.  
We specialise in  Hot & Cold Buffet Service (7 Days a Week) 

 
Whatever the Occasion each function will receive our personal 

attention 
 

An Example of one of our popular funeral buffet is detailed below 
 

Assorted Fresh Cut Sandwiches  
(Ham/Turkey/Egg Mayo/ 

Cheese & Onion) 
Hot new Potatoes 
Assorted Quiche 

Whist Pie 
Sausage Rolls 

Open Finger Rolls 
Salmon &Cucumber 
Assorted Savouries 
Crisp Green Salad 

Cheese Board 
Assortment of Small Cakes 

Scones with Jam & Fresh Cream 
£4.00 per head 

 
Tea & Coffee (for a small extra charge) 

  All buffets ordered can be delivered to either the venue or the 
home. 

We have varied hot & cold buffet menus as well as a varied choice of  
set meal menus, ensuring that all requirements can be met.   

All menus can be adapted to suit individual customer requirements. 
References and Testimonials are available on request. 
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FAMILY-RUN BUSINESS FOR OVER 20 YEARS 
 

❖ ❖ ❖ 

 

LANDSCAPING, FENCING, PATIOS 
 

❖ ❖ ❖ 

 

GARDENS DESIGNED AND BUILT 
 

❖ ❖ ❖ 

 

PRIVATE AND COMMERCIAL GARDEN 
MAINTENANCE 

 
❖ ❖ ❖ 

 

HEADSTONES AND GRAVES LEVELLED AND 
TIDIED UP 

 
 

PHONE: 01257 483561 
MOBILE: 07813 643930 

EMAIL: graham.bailey15@yahoo.co.uk  
 

Directors: G Bailey, C Bailey and L Bailey 
VAT Number 768/1716/00 Company Reg No. 4172616 
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LADIES ON DUTY 

2nd Dec MRS EDWARDSON, MRS COOK, KAYLEIGH SPEAKMAN 

9th Dec  MRS LYON, MRS PILLING, MRS DAVIES 

16th Dec ALL LADIES—CHRISTMAS FLOWERS 

23rd Dec  ALL LADIES—CHRISTMAS FLOWERS 

30th Dec ALL LADIES—CHRISTMAS FLOWERS 

FLOWERS IN CHURCH DURING DECEMBER 

DATE ALTAR  LADY CHAPEL 

3rd 

Dec 

In memory of all loved ones 

from Doug, Janet & family 

In memory of all loved ones from 

Mrs Wood, Mr & Mrs Lawton and 

their families 

10th 

Dec 
VACANT 

In memory of all loved ones 

From the Bailey family 

17th 

Dec 
Christmas Flowers Congregation 

24th 

Dec 
Christmas Flowers Congregation 

31st 

Dec 
Christmas Flowers Congregation 

Flowers in Church (14th November and 3rd December)  

In loving memory of Robert Hedley, Robert Ian and Margaret Hilton. 

From Alison, Adrian, Becky and Chris 
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FLOWERS IN CHURCH FOR DECEMBER 

3rd Dec 
 

In loving  memory of Jack Knowles from all the family  
 

10th Dec 

 

In loving memory of Valerie Ann Boon, wife, mother Nana 

from John & family 
 

17th Dec 

 

In loving memory of my dearest Dad, never forgotten, 

Carole  
 

24th Dec 

 

VACANT 

 

31st Dec 

 

VACANT 

 

 
Why is the Poinsettia a Christmas Flower? 
 
 

From that day on, the bright red flowers were known as the 
'Flores de Noche Buena', or 'Flowers of the Holy Night'.  
The shape of the poinsettia flower and leaves 
are sometimes thought as a symbol of the Star of 
Bethlehem which led the Wise Men to Jesus.  
The red coloured leaves symbolize the blood of 
Christ. 

 

Flower Guild Donations: 
 

In Memory of Edna Slack 

From Barbara Davies 
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Please place your donation in an 

envelope with your full name and 

amount written on it. Please hand in 

at church or post to the vicarage.  

Please make any cheques payable 

to St Thomas’ PCC. If you want the 

donation to be for something 

specific, please write clearly on the 

envelope.  
 

Thank you. 

GIFT AID 

If you  are a UK tax payer and 

would like church to be able to 

claim back 25p for every £1 you 

donate, please  complete  a Gift 

Aid form or state on your 

envelope that you  are a UK tax 

payer, would like the donation to 

be Gift Aided and include your 

full name and address.  

St Thomas’ & St Luke’s  

Donations December 2017 

With Thanks for Home Communion:   

Harry Winstanley 

 

If you want to discuss any issues around wills and legacies please 

ring the Parish Treasurer Sarah Riley on 01942 722747 

 

Funds currently in use are: Africa Fund, Audio Visual, Church Hall, Build-

ing & Maintenance, Garden of Rest, General, Grave Maintenance, 

Heath Road Graveyard, Heating and Youth worker 

Unless otherwise stated donations will go into the General Fund. 

With Thanks to those who have donated to 

Africa Fund 

General Fund  

Heating Fund 

 

Thanks to Ashton Festival Committee 
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In Loving Memory of a dear Mother and Grandma 

Gladys Burchall (28th Oct) 

A Dear Husband, Dad, Grandad, Great Grandad Ken 

Rimmer  

(6th Nov) 

From Doreen Rimmer and Family 

 
Birthday Remembrance of Ina McLaren (15th Nov) 

A dearly loved Mum and Grandma 

From Pauline, Kevin, Susan, Nick, Jack and Scarlett 

 
Anniversary Remembrance of a dear Aunt Margaret Hilton  

(3rd Dec) 

From Karen and Alec 
 

Birthday Memories (6th Dec) of my dear Husband, Dad, Grandad 

and Great Grandad Ken Parkinson 

From his loving Wife Vera 
 

Anniversary Remembrance (7th Dec) of a dear Mum and Nanna, 

Nellie Thomas  

From her family 
 

Anniversary Remembrance of  

Ted and Betsy Grimshaw 

Loving and much loved Parents In Law and Grandparent’s  

From Pat and the Boys 

 
In Memory of Tom and Pat Mcilwee 

much loved and always in our thoughts 

Linda, Karen and families 

 
In Loving Memory of Jack Knowles 

From all of the family 

 
In Loving Memory of Peter Raymond 

From Margaret and Family 
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In Memory of Jim Archer 

From M Hewitt 

 
Birthday Remembrance of Hilda Kilshaw (29th Dec) 

From loving Husband Tom 

 
Anniversary Remembrance of Arthur Shaw (30th Dec) 

A loving Dad and Grandad  

From Barbara, Malcolm and Family 

 
In Loving Remembrance of Peter Raymond 

From Ann and Pete Morrall 

 
In Loving Memory of Raymond Bullough 

From Avis and Family 

 
In Loving Memory of Eileen Houghton 

From Jackie, John, Trevor and Margaret 

 
In Loving Memory of William Thomas Green, Winifred Green and 

Billy Green 

From Margaret, Arthur and Family 

 
In Memory of Georgina Jones and Frank McKreel 

From Hilda Edwardson 

 
In Loving Memory of my Dear Husband Albert Topping 

From Emily Topping 

 
In Loving memory of Elizabeth Alice Winstanley, William Winstanley 

and all our loved ones 

From Nancy and George 
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With Special Christmas Memories of my late Husband 

& Daughter William Keith and Andrea Livesley 

From loving Wife and Mum Rita 

 
Christmas Remembrance of Colin and Stuart Graham 

A loving husband and Son 

From Joan Graham 

 
Christmas Remembrance of a Loving Husband, Dad & Grandad 

Austin Bullen 

From Jean, Karen and Keith 

Jaki, Simon, Toni and Ben 

 
Christmas Remembrance of my wonderful Husband Fred Conroy 

Love you always 

Rene and Family 

 
Christmas Remembrance of my lovely Mum Ena Jones (Nan) 

Loving Daughter Rene and Family 

 
Treasured Christmas memories of Gordon 

A loving Husband, Father, Father In Law and Grandfather.  

Sadly missed 

From Marie, Barbara, John, Madolyn and Robert 

David, Sharon, Ruby and Geena 
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Movie Reviews 
Thor: Ragnarok (12A) 
Directed by Taika Waititi 
Stars: Chris Hemsworth, Cate Blanchett, Mark Ruffalo, Tom Hiddleston, Tessa 

Thompson, Jeff Goldblum, Karl Urban, Anthony Hopkins, Idris Elba, Taika Waititi, 

Rachel House, Benedict Cumberbatch, and Ray Stevenson 
In a Nutshell: With a company like Marvel and the output they’ve already flung across 

the world over the last nine years, it’s hard to be shocked when a film is awesome or 

even just absolutely amazing… what can surprise from time to time is just the crazy 

audacious steps they take into different genres and different styles and just how many 

bonkers things they can throw at a screen and still predominantly be that great 

superhero epic you want, even if it’s within a crazy insane psychedelic comedy 

adventure. But yeah, they’ve done it again… and with one heck of a talent on board 

steering the ship. Taika Waititi, he of directing the two bewilderingly brilliant comedies 

What We Do in the Shadows and Hunt for the Wilder people takes the helm and it’s 

every bit as hilarious and demented as you’d want from a Marvel movie directed by 

Taika while still having the soul and depth and drama that you need to propel the story 

forward and do the necessary dramatic legwork. As ever, it’s brimming with fabulous 

talent… naturally you have the wonderful Chris Hemsworth as charismatic and fabulous 

as ever with Tom Hiddleston back as everybody’s favorite dubious character Loki and as 

duplicitous as ever, and Mark Ruffalo is back as Bruce Banner and Hulk join the story 

and the way it further develops the character of Hulk and Banner without it ever 

overwhelming the main thrust of the plot is terrific and adds yet more layers to the best 

portrayal of the character by far. Cate Blanchett is naturally a sinister and fabulous 

delight as the villainous Hela, a new villain with a very interesting back-story and 

connection to the story. Idris Elba continues to be awesome and underused, whilst 

Hopkins does what he does in a small role. It goes without saying that Jeff Goldblum is 

just fabulous as the sinister Grandmaster; Karl Urban adds some inner 

drama to what could easily be a one note role and has a ball whilst Tessa 

Thompson is yet another awesome take no prisoners’ female hero role in a 

franchise filled with such inspiring characters, whilst the director himself 

steals the whole movie whole as the awesome rock fighter Korg with every 

single one of his lines being a highlight. Simply put, they’ve done it again; 

utilizing the bonkers tone of Guardians of the Galaxy with its colorful imagery and funky 

soundtrack and upping the bonkers humor whilst retaining the heart and makes what the 

whole thing tick. It’s a riot!  
Rating: 9/10 
  
Blade Runner 2049 (15) 
Directed by Denis Villeneuve 
Stars: Ryan Gosling, Harrison Ford, Robin Wright, Ana de Armas, Dave Bautista, 
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Lennie James, Jared Leto, Wood Harris, Sylvia Hoeks, Mackenzie Davis, and Barkhad Abdi 
In a Nutshell: How on earth do you follow that? Such a cult classic, one that infamously failed 

spectacularly on first release before being embraced as a favorite of many, a slow burn 

masterpiece (one that took me about five viewings to really embrace it into my top list) and 

such a definitive film… one that really doesn’t scream give me a follow up or sequel. How do 

you follow up that story and hit gold again? This is the point where I said ‘well you do this or 

you do that’ but heck, I don’t know how they did it but it worked and this is another 

mesmerizing masterpiece in many ways, you may notice the 9/10 below and wonder why I call 

it that but I think maybe it misses the 100% perfection mark but that doesn’t stop it being under 

that banner name of a masterpiece. It’s such a hard thing to describe exactly why this hits the 

mark so well… but my word, it really does. It helps having a director as masterful and with an 

extraordinary eye as Villeneuve; he makes it really shine with a incredible visual imagination 

and a really powerful and masterful story. Also not hindering is the terrific Ryan Gosling as the 

lead, taciturn and strong willed yet vulnerable and innocent… his is a really fantastic turn that 

really anchors the story and narrative, then you have a terrific support cast all providing 

interesting points and memorable moments (not least Robin Wright as Goslings’ fierce boss, 

Davis as a mysterious lady and Armas as the female lead with a twist) and then you have 

Ford, turning in one of his best performances in what winds up being the heart of the narrative. 

To say too much will damage the surprises and drama of discovering this tale for yourself… 

and it is really hard to describe just why it does what it does so well, but go with it and you’ll 

never forget it in a hurry. It really is a treat to discover, you could say that I’ve seen things that 

you wouldn’t believe… 
Rating: 9/10 
  
Also Seen:  
The Lego Ninjago Movie (U) 7/10 
The Death of Stalin (15) 8/10 
The Snowman (15) 5/10 
Goodbye Christopher Robin (PG) 10/10 
Murder on the Orient Express (12A) 7/10 
  
Also Released in December:  
 

The Man Who Invented Christmas (PG) (December 1st) 

The Disaster Artist (15) (December 1st)   Wonder (PG) (December 1st)    

Better Watch Out (15) (December 8th)     Brigsby Bear (15) (December 8th) 
Stronger (15) (December 8th)          Star Wars: The Last Jedi (12A) (December 14th) 
Ferdinand (U) (December 16th)       Jumanji (12A) (December 20th)       

Pitch Perfect III (12A) (December 20th) Molly’s Game (15) (December 26th)               
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Funerals - “May they rest in peace” 

Holy Baptism -  
“We welcome them into the Lord’s family” 

26th Nov Amelia O’Donnell Bolton Road 

26th Nov Amelia Lily Harrington Flora Street 

26th Nov Stewart Alan Quinn Wolmer Street 

30th Oct Eileen Riding Bolton Road 77 

8th Nov John Copeland Alexandra Road 78 

13th Nov Mary Bannister Mervyn Place 83 

15th Nov Douglas Walmesley Liverpool Road 86 

22nd Nov Leonard Humphries Garswood Crescent 94 
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Church Organisations in the Parish of 

St Thomas, Ashton-in Makerfield 

Boys Brigade 

Captain Gareth Hamlett 07903866501  

Anchor Boys (Tues 5:45pm) 

Olwen Wright 389595 

Junior Section (Tues 6:45pm) 

Kat Duckworth 07517486188 
Company Section (Tues 7:30pm) 

Contact Gareth Hamlett 

 

Girl Guides 

Rainbows (Tues 5:30pm) 

Anne Wooff 724207 

3rd & 4th Ashton Brownies (Wed/

Thu 6:30pm) 

St Luke’s Brownies (Tues 6:15pm)  

3rd Ashton Guides/Rangers  

(Tues 7:15pm) 

Rachel Starkie 718350 

Children’s Sunday Clubs – 10:45am 

Bubbles (Pre-School) 

Splash (R-Y2), Xstream (Y3-Y6) 

Bell Tower (Y7-Y11)  

Sue Thomas        727275 

sue@stthomasandstluke.co.uk  

Coffee Mornings at St Thomas’ 

Tues 10:00am-12:00pm 

Barbara Taylor     205136 

 

Flower Guild 

Meta Laites        723679 

Children, Young People and Families 

Sue Thomas        727275 

Music Group Sunday 10:45am 

Mary Owen        203277 

Saturday FM  

4:00-5:00pm - St Thomas’ School 

Nicola Burgess    706841 

Wednesday Weenies  

Wed 1:00-2:30pm - Church Hall 

Lynn Anderton  07725 324447  

Duke of Edinburgh’s Award (14-18+) 

(Sun 6:30pm Church Hall) 

Ceri Mansell      727417 

St Thomas’ Mothers’ Union 

3rd Wed: 7:30pm 

 Barbara Taylor      205136 

Fairtrade Stall 

1st Sun 12:00pm 

Anne & Chris Wooff     724207  

Fur Clemt Stubshaw 

Mon 12:00-1:00pm at St Luke’s 

Jennifer Harrison 718618 

Litter Pick 1st Sat 10:00-12:00   

Anne & Chris Wooff     724207  

Bowling Club 

Henry Hunter      712709 

Asylum Seeker Support 

Anne & Chris Wooff     724207  

 Messy Tots 

Wed 10:00 - 11:30 at St Luke’s 

Sue 07877 704645 



40 St. Thomas and St. Luke’s Church Magazine December 2017 

 

Church Officials in the Parish of 

St Thomas, Ashton-in Makerfield 
Vicar 

Rev Jeremy Thomas 727275 

Church Office, Church Hall Bookings & 
Magazine Editor / Advertising 

Jo Pollitt 721484 

office@stthomasstluke.org.uk 

magazine@stthomasstluke.org.uk 

Curate 

Rev Sam Green   389940 

Rev Flic Green  389940 

Ordained Local Minister 

Rev Izzy Schafer   717300 

Sunday Morning Worship St Thomas’ 

Jan Cornthwaite 721626 

Sunday Morning Worship St Luke’s 

Carole Pye 517318 

Readers 

           Malcolm Bold    276379            

Alan Harrison      718618    

Tricia Hancox     201540                 

Carole Pye         517318      

St Thomas’ Church Wardens 

Tony Cornthwaite     721626 

Paula Gillespie         711270 

Deputy Wardens 

Barbara Taylor        205136 

Marcus Roby           207131 

Prayer 

Carol Foster    733263 

St Luke’s Church Warden 

Carole Pye             517318 

PCC Secretary 

Dorothy Burgess   701542 

dottib1@yahoo.co.uk   

Church Architect 

Bill Schafer           717300 

Electoral Roll Secretary 

Paul Weston      202649 

St Thomas’ Organist 

Paul Tushingham   711085 

Gift Aid Secretary 

Clare Hayton      273183 

F.W.O. Secretary 

Jackie Wilson     712368 

St Thomas’ Donations Secretary 

Anita Archer     760082 

Treasurer  

Sarah Riley     07712 584954  

St. Luke’s Donation Secretary 

Mike Pye          517318    

St. Luke’s Treasurer 

John Boon         728900 

Magazine Distribution Co-ordinator 

Jack Stuart       726972 

 


