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Church Services in the Parish of 

St Thomas, Ashton-in-Makerfield 

Sundays  

St T homas’ s  St Luke’s  

9.00a.m. Holy Communion 
8.30 a.m.  

Holy Communion  

(1st Sunday Only)  

10.45 am 

Family Worship 

(1st Sunday Parade 

& 4th Sunday  

Family Communion) 

11.00 a.m. 

Family Worship  

(2nd Sunday  

Family Communion) 

6.30 p.m. 

Evening Worship 

(3rd and 5th Sunday  

Holy Communion) 

4.15 p.m. 
Holy Communion 

(3rd Sunday Only) 

Weekdays 

Thursday 

9.45 a.m. 

Holy Communion  

(BCP 1662) 

Other services and Saints’ Days as 

announced.  Please see weekly 

notice sheet or visit website for 

dates, details or exceptions. 

Parish Office: St Thomas’s Church Vestry, Thursday 6.30 – 7.30 p.m: For 

all enquiries regarding church matters and arranging baptisms and 

weddings.  Contact - 01942 721484. 

Deadlines: Handwritten material should be given to Malcolm Taylor, and 

email material to stthomasandstlukesmagazine@gmail.com   

Deadline September October 

Hand Written 10th August 7th September 

Computer 17th August 14th September  

Magazine Release 31st August 28th September  
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Important Parish Information 
Baptisms 
Baptisms are held at St Thomas 

Church at 12.45 on the 2nd & 4th 

Sundays. Baptisms at St Luke’s are at 

11 am  on the 3rd Sunday. 

 

To qualify for baptism parents should 

live within the parish boundaries or 

be a regular worshipper at St 

Thomas’s/St Luke’s. Parents and 

Go dpa r ent s s houl d al so b e 

prepared to undertake baptism 

preparation classes.  

Marriage 
You can marry in a C of E church 

of your choice if certain criteria 

are shown to be met. For details 

please contact the vicar or call in 

at Vestry Hour on a Thursday 

evening. 

 

Funerals 
Every parishioner has the right to a 

service in church, followed by a 

committal. 
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On August 4th, the centenary of the outbreak of the 

First World War is commemorated in many ways 

across the country. Westminster Abbey will mark 

the centenary by moving from light into darkness. 

The Abbey will be lit so that the light falls away from the East to 

the West until a procession reaches the Grave of the Unknown 

Warrior. There a single remaining candle will be extinguished at 

11.00pm to mark the moment of the declaration of war. This 

moving ceremony is broadcast on BBC 2.  

 

You can also take part in Lights Out, from your home 

or workplace, by switching off your lights from 10pm 

to 11pm, leaving only a single light or candle lit. This 

will be a UK wide moment of reflection. You can even 

stay informed of the different events taking place by 

following #WW1Aug4 on Twitter. 

 

A number of events are planned locally. At St Thomas church, 

we will hold a short reflective time of commemoration at our war 

memorial, this will be at 8.00pm where we too will light a 

commemorative candle and offer prayerful remembrance. Wigan 

Parish church hold a commemoration service at 9.30 pm with 

ceremony at the cenotaph at 10.30 pm. Ashton Library are 

holding a commemorative exhibition between August 4th and 

December 31st. 

 

Letter from the Vicar 
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Our War Memorial in St Thomas churchyard was dedicated by 

the Bishop of Liverpool, the Right Reverend Francis 

Chavasse in February 1921. One can only imagine how 

moving it would be for The Bishop on such occasions, as 

he lost two of his four sons in WW1, both in 1917. 

Between them his four sons received 3 Military Crosses 

and 1 Croix de Guerre. Noel, one of the sons who died 

received the only double Victoria Cross awarded in the 

war. 

 

As we look at the names on the War Memorial we 

see there ordinary men of Ashton, who without doubt 

also performed many acts of bravery and heroism. 

We thank God for all those whom we remember as 

we commemorate the World changing day 100 years 

ago that began the conflicts of of WW1. 

 

In John 15:12-13 Jesus says, “This is my commandment, that 

you love one another as I have loved you. No one has greater 

love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.” 

 

Jeremy Thomas  

 

Letter from the Vicar 
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Daily / Weekly Events in our Church – August 2014 

 

Monday  Morning Prayer.    9.00am   

  

Tuesday  Morning Prayer.    9:00am 

   Coffee Morning. (Church Hall) 10:00am - 12:00pm 

   Church open for prayer.  7.30-8.30pm 

    

Wednesday Morning Prayer.    9.00am                           

 

Thursday   Holy Communion.   9:45am 

   Princes Pantry. (St Luke’s)  11:30am - 1:00pm 

   Vestry hour.    6.30-7.30 pm 

 
 

These are the usual events in our church, please see the notices 

for details of other activities taking place. For details of 

organisations and who to contact see back page of magazine. 

 

Streets for Prayer 

 

This month we are praying for the people who work and live in:  

Mansart Close, Bransdale Drive, Westonby Court, Eltham Close, 

Verne Walk, Sawyer Drive 
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Mothers Union Light Lunch 

 

Come and join us for lunch on              

Saturday 9th August in the Church Hall 

between 11.00am and 1.OOpm 

There will be Cake and Tombola stalls  

and a raffle (all contributions to these will be gratefully 

received) 

St. Thomas’ C of E Primary School   
 

Goodbye  
 

Our SATs exam results were made public on Tuesday 8th July and revealed 
some amazing achievements by our pupils with overall excellent grades.  
This represented a combination of the teaching delivered and the individual 
effort made by each and every one of our learners.  
 
Mrs Jones and all the staff at St. Thomas’ would like to say well done and 
congratulations to each of our special children and wish further success to 
all, especially our year 6 students who will be moving to new senior schools. 
You will be missed and we hope you all come back and visit us often.  
 
Also congratulations to all our former pupils that continued in education and 
have this year graduated from various universities across the UK. Incredibly 
it is now 17 years since you started at St Thomas’ School 
and we all would like to express our best wishes for your 
future careers.  
 
Wishing you all a lovely summer! 
God bless, Elaine Mateus  
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Diary 
Branch dates 

 
We have no Branch meetings in August but we do have on: 
 
Saturday 9th August our Light Lunch in the Church Hall 
11-00am -1.00pm. We will be having our usual raffle, 
cake and tombola stalls contributions towards these will 
be most gratefully received. 
 
Come along and enjoy the friendship and fellowship. Everyone welcome. 

 
On Wednesday 3rd September at St Luke's we will be 
having a Bible Sale - so you will have plenty of time to look 
through your Bible to find passages that relate to something 
you could bring to sell such as grapes (wine) honey etc. 
there are a lot of examples for you to choose. 
 

Friday 12th September The Diocesan Annual Rally at Widnes & Halton 
Rugby Stadium beginning at 7.30pm. The tickets are £4.50 each which need 
to be ordered by the 20th July at the latest. Please let me know as soon as 
possible if you wish to go so that I can order the tickets. 
 
We had a very successful Summer Evening in June being 
well entertained by the Wigan Ukulele Band playing a 
selection of popular and catchy tunes which everyone 
enjoyed. We had a few members dancing and I 
understand both the Brownies and their parents joined in 
outside the hall. Our Secretary Margaret Hilton deserves 
our thanks for suggesting the Band as our entertainers. 
 
Annual Subscription for Families and Friends First Magazine is due in Due 
September. It has increased from £9.00 to £10.50 for six copies an increase 
of 0.25p per copy. 
 



9 St. Thomas and St. Luke’s Church Magazine August 2014 

 

Thank You for these Collections. 
So we may know God better 
And feel His quiet power, 
Let us daily keep in silence 
A meditation hour— For to understand God’s greatness 
And use His gifts each day 
The soul must team to meet Him 
In a meditative way, 
For nature’s greatest forces 
Are found in quiet things 
Like softly falling snowflakes 
Drifting down on angels wings, 
Or petals dropping soundlessly 
From a lovely full blown rose, 
So God comes closest to us 
When our souls are in repose. 

 
Love and prayers 

 Barbara 
 
 FREE WILL OFFERINGS - JUNE 2014 

DATE AMOUNT 
NO. OF 

ENVELOPES 

AVERAGE 

PER  

ENVELOPE 

02/06/14 479.59 74 6.48 

09/06/14 465.50 73 6.78 

16/06/14 634.20 78 8.13 

23/06/14 489.80 141 3.47 

30/06/14 524.95 67 7.83 

TOTAL 2594.04 433  

AVERAGE 518.80  87  5.99 
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 FUTURE OF YOUR PARISH 

MAGAZINE 
 

The Sign 

 
As part of a process of reviewing how we 

distribute the church magazine and what 
is included, we are reviewing the demand for "The Sign" (the insert 
which is included within each printed magazine).  

 
If you read any sections of "The Sign" and would like us to continue to 

provide it, then please email our editor 
at: stthomasandstlukesmagazine@gmail.com to indicate your interest. 
If there is little or no interest then we are likely to discontinue including 

"The Sign" as part of our magazine. 
 
Electronic Copies of the Church Magazine 

 
We can now send you a copy of this magazine at no 

cost, as an email. Anyone who already receives 
copies of our weekly church notices will automatically 

receive this magazine. If you do not receive the 
magazine electronically and would like to sign up 
then please go to this web page: http://

www.stthomasstluke.org.uk/subscribenoticessheet/ and enter your 
details. You can also get to this page from our home page:  http://

www.stthomasstluke.org.uk/ and then go to the link at the bottom right 
hand corner of the home page. 
  

If you no longer require a printed version of the magazine then please 
email Jack Stuart: jack.stuart1@btinternet.comand we will cease to 

provide it, once your current "contract" ends. 
  
 
 

  

 

mailto:stthomasandstlukesmagazine@gmail.com
http://www.stthomasstluke.org.uk/subscribenoticessheet/
http://www.stthomasstluke.org.uk/subscribenoticessheet/
http://www.stthomasstluke.org.uk/
http://www.stthomasstluke.org.uk/
mailto:jack.stuart1@btinternet.com
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Summer fun in the vicarage garden 
 

We had a few events planned for 
July falling in the same week just as the good 
weather started. A group of young people were 
leading the parade service on Sunday 6th and so we 
had our final practice on the previous morning. We 
decided to set up the water slide ready for the 
following day and so after a quick lunch we laid out 

the slide and they tested it... for three hours! 
 
The next day, the service went very well. The theme was Micah 6:8; 'What 
does the Lord require of me? To act justly and to love mercy, and to walk 
humbly with your God.' The focus was on the way that we behaved towards 
others as depicted in three dramas with some commentary from our 
favourite puppet duo, Harry & Larry. The talk, however, challenged us to 
think whether the people who make our clothes are 
treated justly. 
 
Each member of the congregation was given a 
luggage label with the Micah verse on one side and a 
pledge for them to consider committing to on the 
other: 
 
I pledge that the next item of clothing I buy will be one of the following: 

 
#mynextbuy will be Fairtrade 
#mynextbuy will be from a charity shop 
#mynextbuy will not be for 3 months 
with #mynextbuy I will give away an item of clothing I 

own 
 
What would you choose your next buy to be? 
 
After the service and over the next four hours, we had 26 
young people enjoying themselves with a variety of watery 
activities and a BBQ. Most of us ended up getting at least a 
little wet despite a cordoned off 'safe zone'. 
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On Wednesday, Weenies enjoyed another sunny day as they had their 
end of year Teddy Bear's Picnic and said goodbye to those moving onto 
Reception in September. 
 
Thursday, yet another sunny day, was our last Messy Church for 2013/4, 
with Friend of Jesus, the theme. Nearly 80 of us spent time making loom 
band bracelets, marbling paper, mixing some fizzy wine (well juice 
actually), playing Sudoku with these symbols to 
remind us that God loves me, I have sinned, Jesus 
died for me, so what am I going to do about it?  
 
We were adding our handprints to a heart of friendship, making photo 
frames, decorating a biscuit for a friend, rolling marbles to make some 
amazing pictures, going fishing (like some of the disciples did) and 
wrapping volunteers up in toilet rolls as we thought about Lazarus. 
 
On Saturday 12th July, a group of young people (and some 
not so young) washed cars outside the church hall.  We 
worked hard as the sun dried the water very quickly! This 
was the last of four car washes and other fundraising events 
raising money to twin our church and church hall toilets and 
to pay for the activities at the youth camp in September. 
 
They have collected a total of £360 to twin 6 toilets (two in St Thomas', 
two in St Luke's and two in the church hall) in 6 different countries which 
will enable hundreds of people somewhere safe, clean and hygienic to go 
to the toilet.  
 
The next event that St Thomas' young people are preparing for is, Hungry 
& Homeless, a 24 hour sponsored camp outside the church hall (although 
sleeping inside) from 6pm on 29th August. No mobile phones or other 
technologies will be allowed, or food other than breakfast (porridge or 
cornflakes) and lunch (baked potato with cheese or beans). If you would 
like to sponsor them, please sign the sheet at the back of both of our 
churches, call in to the vicarage or see them on 29th or 30th. All money 
raised will go the Fit for the Future campaign and The Brick. 
 
Oh, and our next Messy Church is on September 25th at St Thomas' 
school. 
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3 Peaks on 2 Wheels 
 
We have been so grateful for the thoughts and prayers of the people of St 
Thomas’ Church over the last two years. Daisy has been on the prayer list and 
we take a lot of comfort from the support we get from people who don’t even 
know us personally. We wanted to share with you what we are doing this year 
in honour of Daisy and her bravery.  

 
‘Team Daisy’ - Paul Easton (Daisy’s Daddy), Adam and Nigel 
Walsh (Daisy’s Uncles), Alex Reeves, Andy Dunleavy and Rob 
Everett – will be beginning their challenge on the 9th August by 
climbing Ben Nevis. They will then cycle more than 250 miles to 
Scafell Pike. Once they have climbed England’s highest peak, 

they will cycle a further 200+ miles to the foot of Snowdon on the 16th before 
reaching their final summit! It’s just short of 500 miles cycled and 3407 metres 
climbed in just 9 days!  
 
This is all in aid of Ronald McDonald House Charities. They provide a free 
‘Home away from Home’ for the families of seriously ill children. It costs the 
charity £25 per room to house a family for a night, and running costs top 
£500,000 per year, per house! That cost is borne purely by fundraising, and as 
a family who has benefited from their services, we feel it is vital to help with 
these costs and give the charity a huge THANK YOU! We would love to raise 
the £2275 which would cover Daisy’s lengthy stay in The Royal Manchester 
Children’s Hospital over last winter and help us show our gratitude. To find 
more about Ronald McDonald House Charities and what they do, please visit 
www.rmhc.org.uk.  

http://www.rmhc.org.uk
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For those of you that don’t know us, Daisy 
was born on 15th April 2012; however, things 
did not go according to plan. She 
experienced difficulties and had to be 
brought back to life by the staff at the 
hospital, after being without oxygen for 
some considerable time. This resulted in 
severe damage to Daisy’s brain and a very 
poor prognosis. Since that day, Daisy has 
been in and out of hospitals and we as a 
family have been told on many occasions to 

brace ourselves for the worst. Daisy, however, has had different ideas and 
continues to battle on each day usually with a smile of defiance on her face.  
 
There are still times when Daisy's condition can deteriorate quickly, and last 
year was one such occasion. Daisy became very ill and was sent, via Wigan 
Hospital, to The Royal Manchester Children's Hospital as her condition 
worsened. Needless to say this was a time of grave concern for us; however, 
due to the existence of Ronald McDonald House, we were able to stay with 
Daisy when she needed us most. During a 3 month stay which included 
several operations and critical moments, we were able to be together at all 
times and this enabled us to be on hand to make decisions and to comfort 
Daisy no matter what time it was, day or night. This is why we are 
determined to help fund the facilities so that other families can have use of 
them in their time of need. 
 
Thanks for taking the time to read this and thanks for giving what you can. 
For full details visit www.donate4daisy.co.uk or donate online at 
www.justgiving.com/Donate4Daisy2014  or by using a 
Sponsor Form available at the back of church. 
 
Love and thanks from 
Paul, Heidi and Daisy (and all the family)  
 

 

http://www.donate4daisy.co.uk
http://www.justgiving.com/Donate4Daisy2014
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ALAN JONES 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS MEMORIALS 

LOCAL INDEPENDENT FAMILY BUSINESS 
 

PERSONAL AND PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 

24 - HOURS 
 

FUNERAL HOMES & CHAPELS OF REST 

Ashland House 

87 Old Road 

Ashton in Makerfield 

Wigan 

01942 271824  

New Memorial Headstones & Vases 

Inscriptions & Renovations 

Free Estimates 

We Also Offer Our Own 

“Eternal Peace” 

Pre Paid Funeral Plans 

Custodian Trustee 

Capita Trust Limited 

All Enquiries Confidential 

Members of 

National Association of Funeral Directors (NAFD) 

Society of Allied & Independent Funeral Directors (SAIF) 

British Institute of Embalmers (BIE) 

British Institute of Funeral Directors (BIFD) 

 

All funerals under the Personal Direction of  

Alan Jones 

Danesbrook House 

21 Ladies Lane 
Hindley 
Wigan 

01942 525504 

Millbrook House 

56 High Street 
Golborne 

Warrington 
01942 272027 

Dove Cottage 

51 Johns Avenue 
Haydock 
St Helens 

01942 724777 
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R. Banks & Son 
(FUNERALS) LTD 

Members of National Association of Funeral Directors, 

Society of Independe nt Funeral Directors  
 

Director:  Brian Halliwell M.B.I.E. Dip.F.D. 
 

● Pre-paid Funeral Plans 

● Daimler Limousines 

● 24 Hour Service 

Email: rbanksfunerals@callnetuk.com 
Website: www.funeralserviceswigan.co.uk 

Branch Offices    

 PARSONAGE HOUSE 

  100 RAILWAY ROAD 

    LEIGH 

  Telephone: (01942) 261415 

HALLBANK HOUSE 

407 WIGAN ROAD, BRYN 

ASHTON-IN-MAKERFIELD 

Telephone: (01942) 271392 

WINDSOR HOUSE 

232 SCHOLES, WIGAN 

Telephone: (01942) 820526 

CLIFFORD HOUSE 

No. 1 GROVE LANE 

STANDISH 
WIGAN 

Telephone: (01257) 422011 
 

FUNERAL 
DIRECTORS 

AND 
MONUMENTAL  

MASONS  

HALLIWELL HOUSE 
758/768 ORMSKIRK ROAD 
 PEMBERTON, WIGAN 

Telephone:  

(01942) 222156 
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KEITH TATHAM 

Upholstery & Antique Renovations 

Furniture Repair & Re-styling 
CUSTO MER CA R PARKI NG  

TEL: 01942 727605 

WORKSHOP 

115-117 BOLTON ROAD 
ASHTON-IN-MAKERFIELD 

 

MEMBER OF  
THE ASSOCIATION 

OF MASTER 

UPHOLSTERERS 

FOR A COMPLETE SERVICE & FREE PROFESSIONAL ADVICE 

ZEISS LENS CENTRE 

OPEN 6 DAYS 9:00 - 5:30 
SAT 1:00 CLOSE 

 

B O W E N  &  L E E M I N G 

01942 722386  
6 1 Ge ra r d St re e t ,  As h t o n - i n- M a ke r f ie l d  

LARGE STOCK 

OF FRAMES & 

LENSES FROM 

DESIGNER TO 
BUDGET 

CONTACT LENS 

SPECIALISTS 

ON SITE 

LABORATORY 

HOME VISITS 

AVAILABLE 
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C & A Hornby Ltd 
Plumbing and Heating Services 

11 Rydal Close, Ashton in Makerfield, 
Wigan, WN4 8AU. 

Gas Safe:  11641 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

www.cahornbyplumbing.co.uk 
 

Telephone: Phil on 01942 727890 or 07867 576164 
 

A local family run business, established for over 20 years and CRB 
checked. 

 
Contact us for: 

 

All your plumbing needs including emergencies, repairs and 
replacements. 

 
Boiler replacements and repairs including full systems and upgrades. 

 

Gas Fire replacements and repairs. 
 

All domestic gas work including emergencies. 
Boiler and Gas Fire Service,  Landlords Gas Safety Certificates, House 

Move Gas Safety Certificates. 
 

All bathroom work undertaken - complete bathroom refurbishment with 
design service. 

 

All kitchen work undertaken - complete kitchen refurbishment with 
design service. 

 

Rental Property Maintenance. 
 

Insurance work undertaken 
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 2B The Gerard Centre 
 Ashton In Makerfield 
 Wigan 
 WN4 9AN 
 Tel: 01942 727159 
 
Qualified Funeral Director Ron Conway (Dip FD, 
BIFD) 
 

24 Hour Personal, Friendly Service to provide 

care, help and support 

Pre-Paid Funeral Plans 

All Aspects of Memorial Work Undertaken 

 

 

http://www.co-operative.coop/funeralcare/
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CARPET CLEAN DIRECT 

 
Carpets Supplied/Fitted/

Cleaned 
 

Upholstery & Suites  
 

Fabric/Leather 
 

Pet Odours Removed 
 

10% OAP Discount 
 

Call David on 
07805 413702 
01942 703842 

LYNDA BUNTING  

BSc (Hons) Podiatry, M.Ch.S 
HPC Registered 

CHIROPODY/PODIATRY 
HOME VISITING SERVICE  

IN YOUR AREA 
 

      Prices from 
     £18 

      Including Foot Massage 
 

Treatment for all conditions 
causing foot discomfort 

Evening Appointments Available  
 

For an appointment please 

telephone 
01942 730857 / 07835 446505 

ORRELL CHIROPODY PRACTICE 
    

 General Foot care FROM £18         
    

Verrucae Treatments inc Surgery 
 In growing toenails 

 

 Nail Surgery under local anaesthetic 
 

HOME VISITS for the elderly and infirm 
   

 Dr Comfort shoes 1/2 sizes and 4 width fittings 
   

TEL 01942 215391 ring for an appointment 
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R & T Lewis Catering 
70 Simpkin Street, Abram, Wigan, Lancashire WN2 5PT 

Home Telephone: 01942 861457       Mobile Telephone: 07889784512 
 

R&T Lewis catering is a family run catering business with  

an excellent reputation for delivering a first class service.   

Our experience in outside catering enables us to cater for any occasion.  

We specialise in the following 

Hot & Cold Buffet Service (7 Days a Week) 

 

Whatever the Occasion each function will receive our personal attention 

An Example of one of our popular funeral buffet is detailed below 

 
Assorted Fresh Cut Sandwiches  

(Ham/Turkey/Egg Mayo/ Cheese & Onion) 

Hot new Potatoes 
Assorted Quiche 

Whist Pie 
Sausage Rolls 

Open Finger Rolls 

Salmon &Cucumber 
Assorted Savouries 

Crisp Green Salad 
Cheese Board 

Assortment of Small Cakes 

Scones with Jam & Fresh 
Cream 

£4.00 per head 

 
Unlimited Tea & Coffee (for a small extra charge) 

At all functions staff provide a full service throughout:  
from the delivery, serving and the clearing away after the function.   

All buffets ordered can be delivered to either the venue or the home. 
We have varied hot & cold buffet menus as well as a varied choice of  

set meal menus, ensuring that all requirements can be met.   

All menus can be adapted to suit individual customer requirements. 

References and Testimonials are available on request. 
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FAMILY-RUN BUSINESS FOR OVER 20 YEARS 
 

   

 

LANDSCAPING, FENCING, PATIOS 
 

   

 

GARDENS DESIGNED AND BUILT 
 

   

 

PRIVATE AND COMMERCIAL GARDEN 
MAINTENANCE 

 
   

 

HEADSTONES AND GRAVES LEVELLED AND 
TIDIED UP 

 
 

PHONE: 01257 483561 
MOBILE: 07813 643930 

EMAIL: graham.bailey15@yahoo.co.uk  
 

Directors: G Bailey, C Bailey and L Bailey 
VAT Number 768/1716/00 Company Reg No. 4172616 
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St Thomas’ Flowers 

 

DATE 

 

LADIES ON DUTY 

2ND 

AUG 

 

Mrs Hibbert, Mrs Hanson, Mrs Davies 

9TH 

AUG 

 

Mrs Laites, Mrs Lyon, Mrs Deluce, Mrs Malley 

16TH 

AUG 

 

Mrs Edwardson, Mrs Cook, Mrs Jones  

23RD 

AUG 

 

Mrs Hibbert, Mrs Hanson, Mrs Davies 

30TH 

AUG 

 

Mrs Laites, Mrs Lyon, Mrs Deluce, Mrs Malley 

FLOWERS IN CHURCH DURING AUGUST 

DATE ALTAR  LADY CHAPEL 

3RD 

AUG 

 

VACANT 

Loving Birthday remembrance 

of a dear Dad Hugh Jervis from 

David, Elsie, Anne and families 

10TH 

AUG 

Wedding Anniversary 

remembrance of Mum and 

Dad, Elsie and Stanley Robinson 

from Janet, Doug and family 

Anniversary remembrance of 

John Jolley (14th Aug) from 

Gladys, David, Philipa, Gina 

and Alicia. 

17TH 

AUG 

For Christopher and Collette’s 

Wedding from Mum and Dad 

Janet and Philip Rigby 

In memory of my dear Mother 

Eva Bailey from Barbara Burton 

24TH 

AUG 

 

VACANT 

 

VACANT 

31ST 

AUG 

 

VACANT 

 

VACANT 
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FLOWER GUILD DONATIONS 

 

Anniversary remembrance of Gladys Burchall (11th Aug) a dear Mum and 

Nan from Doreen Rimmer and family. 

 

Donation from Marion Bullen. 

 

Anon.   

 TOTAL £50 

FLOWERS IN CHURCH DURING AUGUST  

DATE  

3RD 

AUG 

 

VACANT 

10TH 

AUG 

 

VACANT 

17TH 

AUG 

 

VACANT 

24TH 

AUG 

 

VACANT 

31ST 

AUG 

 

For Carole’s Birthday 

St Thomas’ Flowers 
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Edge of Tomorrow (12A) Directed by Doug Liman 
Stars: Tom Cruise, Emily Blunt, Brendan Gleeson, Bill Paxton, Jonas 

Armstrong, Tony Way, Kick Gurry, Franz Drameh, Dragomir Mrsic, Charlotte 
Riley, Noah Taylor, and Lara Pulver 
In a Nutshell: There's nothing like a cool science fiction conceit, a cool 

concept... and whilst Edge of Tomorrow has a similar one to a lot of my recent 
favourites from Looper to Source Code, it does enough new and interesting 
things with it to make it sparkly and new and just utterly terrific from start to 
finish. For starters, it's the best role Cruise has been given in a long while 
(sure he rocked the house down in Rock of Ages, but I wouldn't call that 
challenging) as he makes a utterly believable transition from selfless wimp to 
futuristic hero and hard nut, whilst Emily Blunt unleashes her tough side as 
the action icon of the year, vulnerable yet very very tough. Great support is 
given by Gleeson, Paxton and others... but the real meat and joy is in the 
concept and execution and the effects. The creature effects and creatures 
themselves are nothing short of creepy and stunning, mixing the nastiness of 
Starship Troopers with the visual wow of Darkest Hour. The Groundhog Day 
style shenanigans of the way the story plays out to its conclusion and what 
happens along the way is witty, dramatic and very cool, reminding me of why I 
love Groundhog Day as well as recent imitators like About Time 
and Source Code. A great sci-fi film can sneak up on you and 
that's exactly what this has done.... it's superb! Rating: 10/10 

 
22 Jump Street (15) Directed by Phil Lord and Chris Miller 
Stars: Channing Tatum, Jonah Hill, Ice Cube, Peter Stormare, 

Amber Stevens, Wyatt Russell, Jillian Bell, Lucas Brothers, Nick Offerman, 
and Jimmy Tatro 
In a Nutshell: You really have to love a sequel which knows what it's doing, it 

knows it's a sequel and what comes with that territory, and coming straight off 
Muppets Most Wanted which devoted a musical number to acknowledging 
that it could never be quite as good... you have 22 Jump Street where the 
running gag is everything is the same but bigger and louder. Once again, the 
Lego/ Cloudy team of Lord and Miller bring up more comedy gold with stars 
Tatum and Hill on equally fine and furiously fantastic form this time round, 
aided once more by a terrifically angry Ice Cube and a gloriously sardonic 
Nick Offerman (the glorious Ron Swanson in TV's Parks and Recreation)... 
joined this time by sequel and action blockbuster stalwart Peter Stormare and 
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a very enjoyable turn by Kurt's son Wyatt as a dumb jock. The gags come 
thick and fast, with clever references and visual imagery high on the menu 
and a lot of laughs coming from side to side.... it perfectly does what it sets 
out to do, it's bigger and crazier while maybe not 100% matching the 
sweetness of the first it can stand alongside as another comedy action 
cracker, and a lot of it is definetly down to the chemistry between the central 
pair of Tatum and Hill. If you loved the first one, it's as the movie's one big 
gag says... more of the same, oh but what same, and what fun! Rating: 8/10 

 
Also Seen: 
 
Chef (15) 8/10 
Transformers: Age of Extinction (12) 7/10 
 

 
 

TANGO 
TANGO at St. Marks Church,  

Haydock support and resource families within the 
Haydock/Ashton area by providing food; clothing; 

furniture and household items.  
 

If you have any items of furniture that you no 
longer want TANGO will collect Free Of Charge 
from your home. Please tel. 07784344538 to 

arrange collection.  
 

If you want more information about TANGO 
please ring: 01744 607388  
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THE WAY I SEE IT:  What’s in a word? 
 
Canon David Winter ponders the power in words… 
 
We were in the supermarket queue. The woman in front 
of me was greeted by a friend, who asked how she was. 

‘Well,’ she replied, ‘I’ve been under the doctor again with my legs’. Her 
friend knew what she meant. I knew what she meant and the woman 
at the till knew what she meant. But try translating that into, say, 

French: ‘J’etais sous le medecin encore avec mes jambes’. Now it 
becomes utterly baffling, and possibly indecent. 
 

Words are funny things and our use of them even funnier. Most 
languages, and even local areas, have ways of saying things that are 
peculiar (in the proper meaning of the word). I 

remember years ago driving past a scrawled sign at the 
side of a major road in the north-east where there had 
been several nasty accidents. ‘Gan canny, hinnes’, it 
advised. Clearly ‘foreigners’ were welcome to kill 

themselves if they chose. 
 
Mostly our little misunderstandings of what is said or written don‘t 

matter, but sometimes they matter a great deal. We ask, in the Lord‘s 
Prayer, that God will not ‘lead us into temptation‘. Why on earth would 
he want to do that? Later in the Bible we are told quite clearly ‘God 

himself tempts no one. But one is tempted by one’s own desire, being 
lured and enticed by it’ (James 1:13). The word translated ’temptation’ 
in the Lord’s Prayer really means ’tested’ - but every time anyone has 

tried to change it we all complain. Familiarity always trumps accuracy!  
 
It’s also true of familiar sayings. ‘The exception proves the rule’ is 

commonly taken to mean that a single exception demonstrates the 
accuracy of the proposition. In fact, of course, it’s the old meaning of 
‘proves’, which is (again) ‘tests’. The exception tests the theory. If 
there’s a single exception, then there’s no ‘rule’. 
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In practice, we assume that people understand - and if they don’t, they 
very quickly learn. Normally it doesn’t matter. One could hear what the 

woman said in the supermarket queue and remain baffled by her 
meaning (as many younger people would be) without it affecting us at 
all.  

 
But sometimes it’s important. For instance, Jesus didn’t ‘come back 
from the dead’. He rose. Believe me, there’s a big 

difference! 
 

Smile Lines 

 
Divine illustration…. 
 

A teacher was observing her classroom of young 
children while they drew.  As she came to one little girl who was 
working diligently, she asked what the drawing was.  The girl replied, 
"I'm drawing God."  

 
The teacher paused and said gently, "But no one knows what God 
looks like."  

 
Without missing a beat, the girl replied with perfect composure:  “They 
will in a minute."  

 
So far so good 
 

So far today, God, I've done all right.   I haven't gossiped, 
haven't lost my temper, haven't been greedy, grumpy, 
nasty, selfish, or over-indulgent.   I'm really glad about that.   But in a 

few minutes, God, I'm going to get out of bed and from 
then on I'm going to need a lot more help.  Thank you.  In 
Jesus name. Amen  
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GIFT AID 

If you gift aid your monies to 

church please write your Gift Aid 

number on your donation (this is 

the same as your Free Will  

Offering number)  If you do not 

know your number or wish to gift 

aid a one-off donation please 

state that you want this donation 

to be gift-aided, confirm you are 

a UK taxpayer and give your 

name and address for our  

records.  Thank you 

Donations should be handed in 

at church. 

Please write the amount of 

your donation and include 

your surname.  This is for audit  

purposes. 

Please make cheques payable 

to St Thomas’ PCC.  Thank you. 

Please make sure that dates 

and names are CLEARLY written 

Unless otherwise stated  

donations will go into the  

General Fund. 

With Thanks for Home Communion:  
Brenda Percival, H Winstanley (30 June), Marion Bullen (30 June), 
Mary Shaw (30 June), G Jones (30 June), Jean Rose Brown (30 

June), Alice Ashley 

Other Donations: 
Margaret and John Makinson on their special anniversary 

Monthly Dance Club 
Bill and Izzy Schafer 

Doreen Byers 

As I will be moving house soon please DO NOT post any 

donations to me or put them through my letterbox, as I can’t 

guarantee that they will be received.  

 

Donations can be posted to  

Donations Secretary 

C/o St Thomas Vicarage 

Warrington Road 

Ashton-in-Makerfield 

 

Thank you. Jacky Jolley - Donations Secretary 
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In loving memory of Joseph Middlehurst (3 Jun) - a dearly 
missed husband, dad, grandad and great grandad from: 

Freda 
Karen, Jimmy, Laura, Andrew, Gary, Leah & Mason James 

Janet, Victoria, Rachael & Jonathon 
Wendy, Adrian, Michael & Bethany 

 Tracy, Ian, Ethan & Jessica  Sandra & Bob Leyland 

 Samuel & Matthew   Craig & Nicola 
 Betty & family    Lucy, Keith & family 

 John & Margaret Makinson Joyce & Allan Richardson 
 Joan & Roy Martin   Joan & Cyril Foster 

 Freda & Johnny Melling  Marie Hall & Ray Ashton 

 Jean Gee     Susan Clark & Family 
 Graham & Margaret Ackers Hilda Edwardson 

 Oliv ia & Chris Walker   Irene Murtagh 

Loving Birthday Remembrance of  
My dear wife Nora Heaton (22 Aug) from lov ing husband Fred 

My dear wife Jean Millington (7 July)  from lov ing husband Harry 

In loving memory of 

Margaret Rogers 
My dear husband Albert Topping 

Iris Welding from family & friends 
A dear son in law Keith from Mrs Hibbert & family 

In fond remembrance of 
Moira Hewitt from Muriel Vernon 

Anniversary memories of  
William Keith Livesley (22 Aug) a dear husband of Rita and 

father of Andrea - always in our thoughts 

George D Brookes (5 Aug) sadly missed by Joan, his children & 

grandchildren  

“ memories are a lovely thing, they last the longest day 

They can never be spent, never be lent, and never given away” 

TOTAL DONATIONS RECEIVED BY ST THOMAS’ 

FOR AUGUST 2014    £1439.30 
General £974.30                                         Garden of Rest £207 

Grave Maintenance £158                        Heath Road Graveyard nil  

Building & Maintenance Fund nil             Church Hall Fund £100 

Heating Fund nil 
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Funerals - “May they rest in peace” 

Holy Baptism -  
“We welcome them into the Lord’s family” 

16th June Joseph Middlehurst Wentworth Road 78yrs 

16th June Richard Roberts 
Westwood Lodge Nursing 

Home 
80yrs 

18th June Iris Welding Grasmere Drive 70yrs 

20th June Maureen Hunt  Newlyn Drive 67yrs 

30th June Margaret Langton Sandycroft Close  

1st July Mary Barbara Picton Rookery Avenue 74yrs 

3rd July George Harrison Wigan Road 66yrs 

9th July Austin Doyle Strand Avenue 83yrs 

22nd June  
Rocco Anthony Jackson Moxon Way 

Libby Louise Ward Thirlmere Avenue 

Kynan Albert Ormesher Bolton Road 

13th July  
Oliver Joseph Baxter Heath Road 

Callum Andrew Parker Ivy Street 

Jake Anthony Lyon Ivy Street 

Holy Matrimony - “All the days of their lives” 

27th June John Thomas Hempson & Natalie Waters 

5th July Ashton Francis Ormesher & Kerry Anne Unsworth 
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Church Organisations in the Parish of 

St Thomas, Ashton-in Makerfield 

Boys Brigade 
Captain: Gareth Hamlett (01744 752505) 

Anchor Boys (Tuesday: 6.00 p.m.) 
Olwen Wright (389595) 

Junior Section (Wednesday: 6.30 p.m.) 
Kevin Pennington (07894048476) 

Company Section  
(Tuesday: 7.15 p.m.) & (Friday: 7.00 pm) 
Jonty Cornthwaite (721626) 

Girl Guides 

Rainbows (Tuesday: 5.30 p.m.) 
Anne Wooff (724207) 

3rd & 4th Ashton Brownies 
(Wednesday and Thursday: 6.30 pm) 
Irene Taylor (703410) 

Susan Hughes (725291) 

St Luke’s Brownies (Thurs: 6.00 p.m.)  
Helen Hughes (748863) 

3rd Ashton Guides & Ranger Guides 

(Tuesday: 7.15 p.m.) 
Rachel Starkie (718350)  

Music Group Mary Owen (203277) 

Sunday – 10.45 a.m. 

Practice – Monday : 7.30 p.m. 

St Thomas’ Choir 

Sunday - 10.45 a.m. & 6.30 p.m. 

Practice – Thursday: 7.00 p.m. 
Paul Tushingham (711085) 

Coffee Mornings at St Thomas’ 

Tues - 10 a.m.  

Thurs - (after 9.45 a.m. communion) 
Barbara Taylor (205136) 

Children’s Sunday Clubs  – 10.45 a.m. 

Bubbles (Pre-School) 

Splash (R-Y2), Xstream (Y3-Y6) 

Bell Tower (Y7-Y11)  
Sue Thomas (727275) 

sue@stthomasandstluke.co.uk  

 

 

St Luke’s Over Sixties 

Monday – 2.00 p.m. 

Meet at Stubshaw Cross Labour Club 

Wednesday Weenies 
Wed – 1.00 p.m.: Jan Cornthwaite 

(721626) 

St. Luke’s Donation Secretary 
Dorothy Hesketh(738713)  

Friday Drop In 

Friday - 8-9.30pm (Y7-Y11) 
Sue Thomas (727275) 

St. Luke’s Treasurer 
John Boon 

Duke of Edinburgh’s Award (14-18+) 

Sunday 6.30pm Church Hall 
Ceri Mansell (727417) 

St Luke’s Mothers’ Union 
1st Wed: 7.30 p.m.: Bobbie Masnyk 

(718473) 

St Thomas’ Mothers’ Union 
3rd Wed: 7.30 p.m.: Barbara Taylor (205136) 

Flower Guild 
Meta Laites (723679) 

Bowling Club 
Henry Hunter (712709) 

Monthly Dance Club 
John Makinson (725870) 
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Church Officials in the Parish of 
St Thomas, Ashton-in Makerfield 

Vicar 

Rev Jeremy Thomas 

(727275) 

Curate 

Rev Helen Coffey 

(721962) 

Administrator 

Rachael Campbell   

721484 Parish office 

Ordained Local Minister 

Izzy Schafer 

(717300) 

Readers 

Malcolm Bold        

(276379)                 

Alan Harrison       Kevin Dolan 
(718618)                (747151) 

Tricia Hancox       Carole Pye 

(201540)                (517318) 

Scott Campbell    Tim Griffiths 

(711086)                (715116) 

St Thomas’ Church Wardens 

Ken Laites 

(723679) 

Paula Gillespie 
(711270) 

Deputy Wardens -  

Barbara Taylor 

(205136) 

Nigel Robinson 
(726597) 

Electoral Roll Secretary 

Paul Weston  

(202649) 

St Luke’s Church Warden 

Carole Pye  

(517318) 

Treasurer (St Thomas) 

Sarah Riley  

(722747)  

Church Architect 

Mr B. Schafer 

(717300) 

St Thomas’ Organist & Choirmaster 

Paul Tushingham 

(711085)  

Church Hall Secretary 

Rachael Campbell 

721484 (Parish Office) 

F.W.O. Secretary 

Jackie Wilson 

(712368) 

Covenants Secretary 

Jacky Jolley 

 

St Thomas’ Donations Secretary 

Jacky Jolley 

 

Magazine Co-ordinator 

Jack Stuart 

(726972) 

Magazine Editor 

Rachel Webster 

(273453 - contact for advertising) 


