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Church Services in the Parish of 

St Thomas, Ashton-in-Makerfield 

Sundays  

St T homas’ s  St Luke’s  

9.00a.m. Holy Communion 
8.30 a.m.  

Holy Communion  

(1st Sunday Only)  

10.45 am 

Family Worship 

(1st Sunday Parade 

& 4th Sunday  

Family Communion) 

11.00 a.m. 

Family Worship  

(2nd Sunday  

Family Communion) 

6.30 p.m. 

Evening Worship 

(3rd and 5th Sunday  

Holy Communion) 

4.15 p.m. 
Holy Communion 

(3rd Sunday Only) 

Weekdays 

Thursday 

9.45 a.m. 

Holy Communion  

(BCP 1662) 

Other services and Saints’ Days as 

announced.  Please see weekly 

notice sheet or visit website for 

dates, details or exceptions. 

Parish Office: St Thomas’s Church Vestry, Thursday 6.30 – 7.30 p.m: For 

all enquiries regarding church matters and arranging baptisms and 

weddings.  Contact - 01942 721484. 

Deadlines: Handwritten material should be given to Malcolm Taylor, and 

email material to stthomasandstlukesmagazine@gmail.com   

Deadline May 2016 June 2016 

Hand Written 10th April 8th May 

Computer 17th April 15th May 

Magazine Release 1st May 29th May 
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Important Parish Information 
Baptisms 
Baptisms are held at St Thomas 

Church at 12.45 on the 2nd & 4th 

Sundays. Baptisms at St Luke’s are at 

11 am  on the 3rd Sunday. 

 

To qualify for baptism parents should 

live within the parish boundaries or 

be a regular worshipper at St 

Thomas’s/St Luke’s. Parents and 

Go dpa r ent s s houl d al so b e 

prepared to undertake baptism 

preparation classes.  

Marriage 
You can marry in a C of E church 

of your choice if certain criteria 

are shown to be met. For details 

please contact the vicar or call in 

at Vestry Hour on a Thursday 

evening. 

 

Funerals 
Every parishioner has the right to a 

service in church, followed by a 

committal. 
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Included in this month’s magazine is an 
update on Transforming Wigan from 
Tim Montgomery, our Director of 
Mission for the Transforming Wigan 
programme.  
 
The aims of the programme are quite simply the aims of God 
himself – a vision for making and growing disciples of Jesus.  
 
I encourage you to read this prayerfully. 
 
Transforming Wigan has a vision that 10% of people in the Wigan 
Deanery will be on a discipleship journey with Jesus. So for us at 

St Thomas & St Luke’s, that means 10% of people 
in Ashton.  
 
Currently just 1% of people attend church, 99% of 
people don’t.  
 
Transforming Wigan’s vision, therefore, is 
significant. If ten percent of people in Wigan 
Deanery within 6 years were on a journey of 

discipleship with Jesus, then we will have to build more churches!  
 
Or will we? For ‘church’ is not the name of a type of building - 
though that is what it has become to 
mean to many. Church is a gathering of 
people who are disciples of Jesus – 
wherever they meet. Transforming Wigan 
calls these gatherings of disciples ‘Worship 
Communities’, for worship is the reason to 
gather. 
 
 

Letter from the Vicar 
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In order to engage with and encourage the 99% who are not 
currently church-goers to become disciples, many more 
expressions of Worship Community will be needed over the next 
5 years to connect with them. The way 
that we have ‘always done things’ is but 
one part of how disciples will be made in 
the future.  
 
With a few exceptions, our church 
congregations are ageing, new people are 
not being attracted to our existing forms 
and times of worship. Church - the 
gathering of disciples in worshipping communities - will look 
different in the future, in new locations, at different times and on 
different days. 
 
Increasingly, over the next few years, St Thomas and St Luke’s 
will work together with our partnership churches to grow closer, 
developing a new and combined hub of existing and new worship 
communities. We seek to play our part in Transforming Wigan by 
prayerfully discerning the way God wants us to transform 
ourselves, His church and our own community here in Ashton. 
 
Jeremy Thomas 

Letter from the Vicar 
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Daily / Weekly Events in our Church - April 2016 

 

Monday  Morning Prayer.    9.00am   

  

Tuesday  Morning Prayer.    9:00am 

   Coffee Morning. (Church Hall) 10:00am - 12:00pm 

   Church open for prayer.  7.30-8.30pm 

    

Wednesday Morning Prayer.    9.00am                           

  

Thursday   Holy Communion.   9:45am 

   Princes Pantry. (St Luke’s)  11:30am - 1:00pm 

   Vestry hour.    6.30-7.30 pm 

 

 

These are the usual events in our church, please see the notices for 

details of other activities taking place. For details of organisations and 

who to contact see back page of magazine. 

 

 

 

Streets for Prayer: This month we are praying for the people who live 

and work in Ashwood Avenue, Satinwood Close, Willowfield Grove, 

Elmfield Avenue, Liverpool Road and Ashwood House Nursing 

Home 
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Christian Aid Week 

 

 

Christian Aid Week this year is between 8th and 15th May. 

Last year I explained that Maureen Cook and Hilda Bramwell were 

building on their experiences as organisers in their first year. We are 

grateful that they have agreed to continue this valuable  work in our 

Parish. I did stress our continued dependence on your help and this 

has not changed, as always many volunteers are needed 

to delivery and collect envelopes during the week and to 

assist in the count at a time to be agreed. I do hope and 

pray that we can rely on your response.  

 

Malcolm 

 

The Sign 

 

 

 A little while ago we reviewed the demand for "The 

Sign" (the insert which is currently included within each 

printed magazine). There was only a very small demand 

and PCC has now decided that we will no longer include a 

copy of The Sign within every copy of the printed 

magazine. This is the final edition of the printed magazine which will 

include a copy of The Sign. To compensate anyone who wishes to 

continue to read the Sign, paper copies will be available from the 

church office at no charge.  

 

If you wish to receive a copy of The Sign then please contact Rachael 

Campbell via email: office@stthomasstluke.org.uk or by phone: 01942 

721484 to make the necessary arrangements. 

 

 

mailto:office@stthomasstluke.org.uk
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DIARY: 
 
Wednesday 20 April Church Hall 7.30pm the Speaker is Paul Caroll  telling us 

about children who are carers. 

 

Wednesday 13 April Deanery Festival at St Paul's Church Goose Green at  

7.30pm. Please let me know if you are intending to go so 

that I can arrange transport. 

 

Thank you for  everyone who helped in any way to make 

our Brunch so successful. Those providing cakes, tombola 

or raffle prizes, bric a brac, everyone who provided soup 

etc and everyone who helped on the day in the kitchen, 

on the stalls and who waited on. It was 

wonderful day with great fellowship and the friendship in the 

hall. We raised the magnificent sum of £600.00 which will go to 

MU Projects both here and overseas.  

 

Mary Hardman has decided to step down from the Committee 

and I do thank her for all the support that she has given to me 

and the Branch over the years. I am confident  that she will continue to 

support the Branch  in the future. In the meantime we now have a vacancy 

on the committee which we need to fill. I would love to hear from anyone 

who feels that they would like to take on this important role in the Branch. 

You will not be alone as we have a committee of 11/12 we meet just  three 

times a year and if you want to know more about it just have a word with 

me. 

The Call 

 

In the whirlwind  

of the crush-hour conflict 

when movement is measured in millions  

and arrival 

is the only goal,     God calls to us. 

 

In the night that settles  

like snow over the city,  
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a blanket to smother the day, 

 while under the silence  

those for whom sleep is no shelter  

struggle to settle their souls,    God calls to us. 

 

In the darting eyes of children  

born to the ghetto of an aching need,  

born to ask why longing  

must always outweigh satisfaction,   God calls to us. 

 

And when we walk  

a crowded city Street,  

touching more people 

than the human mind can count,  

yet are as alone 

as hermits 

when we think we go 

unnoticed,       God calls to us "I love You"  

 

Gerard Kelly 

 

Love and God bless  

Barbara 

DATE AMOUNT 
NO. OF 

ENVELOPES 

AVERAGE 

PER  
ENVELOPE 

01/02/16 233.70 48 4.87 

 08/02/16 294.57 74 3.98 

17/02/16 360.33 70 5.15 

22/02/16 278.50 60 4.64 

 29/02/16 305.50 78 3.91 

TOTAL 1472.15 330  

AVERAGE 294.43 66  4.46 

FREE WILL OFFERINGS— FEBRUARY 2016 
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   St. Thomas’ C of E Primary School   
 
 
Mothers’ Day Assembly 
 
On Friday 4th March, our reception class showed 

all their rehearsal had paid off by performing a 
very special Mothers’ Day assembly. In front of a 
hall full of parents and other family members, 
the pupils showed their array of talents including acting, singing 
and prayer reading. All pupils had made a large sparkly Mothers’ 
Day card, a cake, a badge saying “Number 1 Mum” and a scroll 
stating how much the children love their Mums, which they 
presented to their mums during the assembly.  
 

The pupils put any nerves they had to one side and used their 
big singing voices to gave a brilliant and confident performance, 
receiving a well-deserved round of applause from the audience.  
Well done reception class!  
 
Sponsored walk  
 
On the same day, Mrs Crawley, our deputy head teacher, 

organised a sponsored walk, starting from the school 
grounds and extending to Ashton periphery, with the 
aim of raising funds for THE UK SEPSIS TRUST.  
 
Around 10.30 am all the school teaching and support 
staff along with over 40 adults set off from the 
school hall. The day was a drizzly one but that did not dampen 
the enthusiasm of everyone taking part.  
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Umbrellas and coat hoods up with boots fastened 
we set off walking in twos, with all children 
wearing high visibility vests for extra safety. The 
walk proved to be a great success with a total of 

over £3000 raised for our intended charity. Thank 
you to everybody who took part and to everybody 
who donated to such a great cause.  

 

 

Student Prayer of the month 
 

Dear God  
Thank you for our wonderful world. Thank you for loving us so 
much that you sent Jesus to die for our sins. 
Amen  
Isaac Johnson  
Year 1  

 

Bible Verse: 1 Corinthians 13:13 

 

Now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest is 
love.  
 
Love to everyone, 
Peace be with you.  
Elaine Mateus  
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Always Ashton Easter Egg Trail 
 
 

It was a joy to welcome families into St Thomas' on Saturday 19th 
March at the end of the Ashton Easter egg trail! As people walked in 

they were offered tea, coffee or juice and asked to help themselves 
to the wonderful array of cakes that had generously been baked or 
bought by church members from our churches and Holy Trinity. 

Thank you to everyone who brought cakes, helped on the day and 
beforehand! 
 

We had a video running showing the Easter story using Lego 
characters which was very popular and the puppets came out to 
perform too. There was an area screened off for those who would 
like to be prayed for. 

 
We wanted to bless anyone who walked into church but we also 
wanted to give them the opportunity to hear more about what 

Easter means to Christians. One great way to do this is to chat while 
people make things, which is the essence of Messy Church. 
 

We could only fit in three stations as the amount of open space in 
church is limited. 
 

The first was making a donkey from a paper 
donkey 'body' which needed colouring and then 
adding a mane and tail from wool and two 

clothes pegs for legs. We could talk about how 
Jesus rode into Jerusalem on that first Palm 
Sunday and how the crowds went mad for him! 
  

As we know though, Jesus' popularity changed dramatically and by 
the end of the week he was hanging on a cross. We encouraged 
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children and a number of mums to smear glue in a 
cross shape onto an acetate and then stick pieces of 
tissue paper onto that cross shape.  

 
Then they stuck a piece of card (which had already 
had a cross shape cut out of it) over the top. It was 

wonderful to see these crosses all lined up drying on 
the window ledges! Some were left in church and 

you can see them in the back corner next time you are in. 

 
There was no danger of the next craft being left 
behind as it was a cross on a hill with a biscuit as the 

base. The hill was made of green fondant icing with a 
background of white sky (more icing) and a 
matchmaker cross finishing off the scene!  

 
Once everyone had gone we counted up the completed Easter egg 
trail forms - we had had 165 children and families in church! What 
a privilege it was chatting to them about the wonder of the Easter 

and how much Jesus loves them. 

LOWTON, GOLBORNE AND ASHTON MENCAP SOCIETY 
SPRING FAIR 

 

On Saturday 7th May from 10am 
 

In St Thomas’s Church Hall 

 
Café—Plants—Cakes—Games—Books 

 

Tombola—Raffle 
 

Admission 20p 

 
All Welcome 
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ONE YEAR ON … we continue to step on in faith and hope. 

We are into the second year of the Transforming Wigan movement. Year one 

was a year of prayer, listening and discussion as well as a lot of hard work by 

many people as we have taken time to seek the vision and set out the strategy to 

see the spiritual heart of Wigan transformed by God through His church. 

Thanks to everyone who has prayed and shared in the journey to date.  If you 

have not yet engaged in this new movement of the Spirit in and through God‟s 

church please come to one of our „Deeper Discipleship‟ sessions. Check out the 

website www.transformingwigan.org for the dates and venues for these as well 

as al information, updates and stories of the ongoing movement.  

 

VISION … for many disciples of Jesus. 

Our focus is on making and growing disciples.  We have 

the One-in-Ten Vision to see 10% of people in Wigan on 

a discipleship journey with Jesus by 2022.  Our three 

key aims are to renew the faith of the disciples of Jesus in 

Wigan, to re-orientate Church in Wigan to make the good 

news of Jesus known in word and deed and, hence, to 

revive the spiritual heart of Wigan by God‟s Holy Spirit at work among us. 

 

STRATEGY … to make and grow disciples of Jesus.  

Our strategy focuses on gathering the passionate disciples, equipping us to 

deepen our faith and serve with our gifts.  We will germinate prayer and establish 

a new „House of Prayer‟ network.  We will grow leaders of 

every type to enable us to grow existing and new Worship 

Communities. In all of this we will endeavour to give love 

and care especially to our older church members who will  

find much of this very hard to embrace.  We have to make 

significant change in how we do church in the future and 

we will try our hardest to help everyone engage in the 

journey as well as we can.  

Making and Growing 

DISCIPLES 

"The plural  
of disciple  

is church." 

Alison Morgan 

"Discipleship is  
the process of  

becoming who  
Jesus would be  

if he were you." 

Dallas Willard 
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THE GOALS FOR 2016 … working together as one church.  

In 2016 we will continue to develop the „Team Wigan‟ ethos and establish 

ourselves as One Church in Wigan.  We will set up the House of Prayer 

network.  We will continue to foster Deeper Discipleship through specific 

teaching and serving opportunities.  We will also identify and begin to equip 50 

potential leaders who will have recognized a call to be involved in leadership in 

some way in our existing and new Worship Communities. We also aim to plant a 

new Youth Hub to connect young people better with following Jesus. 

 

Church Hubs of  

Worship Communities 

Within the Diocesan vision and 

strategy to create ‘a bigger church 

to make a bigger difference’ we 

plan to connect all our existing and 

new W ors hi p Comm unit i es  

together as One Church in Wigan.  

To structure this for growth and 

fruitfulness we will establish several 

Church Hubs with a variety of 

Wor ship Communi tie s with 

different characteristics.  

A Hub will be established more on relationship than on church buildings or 

current boundaries. A lot of buildings will be needed and most boundaries will 

need reviewing, but both will serve the mission purpose as we proceed.     

A Church Hub will have a Hub Leader and an Associate. The core Hub Team will  

comprise these two leaders with the Local Missional Leader (LML) from each 

Worship Community in the Hub as well as Specific Ministers appointed for 

particular roles across the Hub and possibly also across the whole parish.  

 

BE TRANSFORMED … by the renewing of your mind. 

Quite a lot of us reading this – and probably seeing ourselves as church members 

of traditional churches – will have found a lot of the above very difficult to 

understand.  I encourage you to consider St Paul‟s urging to the Church to be 

“transformed by the renewing of your mind” (Romans 12:1-2).  We especially need 

to do this if we are to see the transformation of Wigan in the next six years.  

CHURCH  
HUB 

Hub Vicar 
Associate 
Vicar 

Specific 

Fresh XP 
Worship 

Community 
LML +team 

Refreshed  
Worship  

Community 
LML +team 

Refreshed  
Worship  

Community 
LML +team 

Fresh XP 
Worship 

Community 
LML +team 

Fresh XP 
Worship 

Community 
LML +team 

   Cared for  
  Fellowship 

     Ministry  
       team 
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‘REFRESHING’ TRADITIONAL CHURCHES … for future growth. 

 

We have 34 traditional Church of England churches carrying on in traditional ways 

holding Sunday and midweek services of a similar type.  Most of these have some 

sort of related activities happening in their buildings during the week but again 

these are of a very similar nature.  All of these rely heavily on the priestly ministry 

and, in most cases, each church has a designated Vicar or Priest-in-Charge who 

leads and manages the weekly and occasional services that the church provides.  

There are also a number of associated ministries available principally through our 

Readers, a couple of Local Missional Leaders, and our seemingly tireless group of 

misnamed Retired Clergy!  We also have a raft of volunteers who help out in any 

way they can to keep the show on the road. 

 

The problem is that all the statistics show us that this isn‟t working in terms of 

growing healthy churches.  Church attendance is falling and the average age of 

church members is 61 compared to the average age of the population at large 

which is 48.  We have hardly any young people attending church services and,  

where we are managing to attract new people to attend services, this is cancelled 

out by those who stop attending through infirmity and, of course, by the normal 

death rate.  We are on a steep trajectory of decline.  

 

But our vision and strategy is one of hope  

and future growth.  However, to assure 

this growth we have to do two things.  First  

we have to identify the existing traditional 

churches that can be refreshed and better 

resourced for making and growing 

disciples.  Secondly, we have to identify  

potential places and groups of people 

where we can plant fresh expressions of 

church.   

 

For our existing traditional churches facing 

decline or growth, there needs to be a measure of clarity among the members that  

things have to change and focus on growth.  There will need to be an assessment 

of the capacity for establishing a Local Missional Leadership team that can begin 

to refresh the key ingredients of church (the „up‟, „in‟ and „out‟) and there will need 

to be a determined level of courage among the existing church members to pray  

and work together for this refreshed future.  Where we have a church that cannot  

establish the clarity or capacity for refreshing and growing into the future we have 

to find a way to care well for that congregation within the overall strategy going 

forward in our mission-ministry.  
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The key change for all of us will be moving from a traditional church set -up led by 

a Vicar to a refreshed Worship Community led by a Local Missional Leader and 

team with the oversight and help of the clergy leaders in the Church Hub. Local 

Missional Leadership teams may already exist in some form in some churches but  

in many cases we will need to identify and encourage new people to step up.  

  

Once a Local Missional Leader and a small team is identified in an existing church 

or congregation we can begin the work of equipping them to lead it to become a 

refreshed Worship Community.  This will mean much more sharing of gifts in all 

the parts of church li fe and a deeper sense of community together.  

 

The radical change will be in the future role of clergy who will be released to 

lead, equip, resource and help the new Local Missional Leaders and teams to 

refresh and grow our current Worship Communities.  They will also help to plant  

the new Worship Communities.  Priests will continue to provide sacramental 

ministry that will be focused appropriately and distributed sensibly in order to best 

serve the making and growing of disciples and the overall growth of the Church in 

Wigan.  We will inevitably see a reduction in the number of services (Sunday and 

midweek) that require a priest to lead them.  We will always strive for the best in all  

our worship services, fellowship gatherings and outreach events and activities.  

 

WHAT WILL HAPPEN TO US ... and our building and our vicar? 

These questions – and quite a few others – will immediately jump into our minds.  

It is very difficult to engage in significant change and our first response often 

comes out of our fears (real and imagined) that cause us to simply reject it.  Things 

will be different in the future but we will stick to the key principles of being church 

together as we journey on. Whilst we cannot always give definite answers to some 

of our anxious questions, we are certain that our faithful God of mission will guide 

and help us as well as comfort and encourage us along the way.  

 

STEPPING ON 

These are challenging times!  Please commit to praying and 

stepping on in faith and hope.  Please get in touch with me if you 

want to speak further about anything to do with the Transforming 

Wigan movement. Thanks, 

 

Revd Tim Montgomery,  Director of Mission  

tim.montgomery@liverpool.anglican.org  

www.transformingwigan.org  
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▪ Quality Workmanship 
▪ FREE No Obligation Quotes 

▪ Trustworthy & Reliable Service 
▪ Over 25 Years Experience 
▪ All Aspects of Decorating Covered 

▪ No Job Too Small 
 

 

Tel: 01942 716389 
Mob: 07765 078295  
Email: pacreckec@sky.com 
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R. Banks & Son 
(FUNERALS) LTD 

Members of National Association of Funeral Directors, 

Society of Independe nt Funeral Directors  
 

Director:  Brian Halliwell M.B.I.E. Dip.F.D. 
 

● Pre-paid Funeral Plans 

● Daimler Limousines 

● 24 Hour Service 

Email: rbanksfunerals@callnetuk.com 
Website: www.funeralserviceswigan.co.uk 

Branch Offices    

 PARSONAGE HOUSE 

  100 RAILWAY ROAD 

    LEIGH 

  Telephone: (01942) 261415 

HALLBANK HOUSE 

407 WIGAN ROAD, BRYN 

ASHTON-IN-MAKERFIELD 

Telephone: (01942) 271392 

WINDSOR HOUSE 

232 SCHOLES, WIGAN 

Telephone: (01942) 820526 

CLIFFORD HOUSE 

No. 1 GROVE LANE 

STANDISH 
WIGAN 

Telephone: (01257) 422011 
 

FUNERAL 
DIRECTORS 

AND 
MONUMENTAL  

MASONS  

HALLIWELL HOUSE 
758/768 ORMSKIRK ROAD 
 PEMBERTON, WIGAN 

Telephone:  

(01942) 222156 
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C & A Hornby Ltd 
Plumbing and Heating Services 

11 Rydal Close, Ashton in Makerfield, 
Wigan, WN4 8AU. 

Gas Safe:  11641 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

www.cahornbyplumbing.co.uk 
 

Telephone: Phil on 01942 727890 or 07867 576164 
 

A local family run business, established for over 20 years and CRB 
checked. 

 
Contact us for: 

 

All your plumbing needs including emergencies, repairs and 
replacements. 

 
Boiler replacements and repairs including full systems and upgrades. 

 

Gas Fire replacements and repairs. 
 

All domestic gas work including emergencies. 
Boiler and Gas Fire Service,  Landlords Gas Safety Certificates, House 

Move Gas Safety Certificates. 
 

All bathroom work undertaken - complete bathroom refurbishment with 
design service. 

 

All kitchen work undertaken - complete kitchen refurbishment with 
design service. 

 

Rental Property Maintenance. 
 

Insurance work undertaken 

 
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 2B The Gerard Centre 
 Ashton In Makerfield 
 Wigan 
 WN4 9AN 
 Tel: 01942 727159 
 
Qualified Funeral Director Ron Conway (Dip FD, 
BIFD) 
 

24 Hour Personal, Friendly Service to provide 

care, help and support 

Pre-Paid Funeral Plans 

All Aspects of Memorial Work Undertaken 

 

 

http://www.co-operative.coop/funeralcare/
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LYNDA BUNTING  

BSc (Hons) Podiatry, M.Ch.S 
HPC Registered 

CHIROPODY/PODIATRY 
HOME VISITING SERVICE  

IN YOUR AREA 
 

      Prices from 
     £18 

      Including Foot Massage 
 

Treatment for all conditions 
causing foot discomfort 

Evening Appointments Available  
 

For an appointment please 

telephone 
01942 730857 / 07835 446505 

ORRELL CHIROPODY  
PRACTICE  

HCPC Registered 
10 Gathurst Road, Orrell 

  

Routine Foot Care 
 

Verrucae Treatments  
 

 Nail Surgery  
 

Dr Comfort shoes  
 

HOME VISITS for the elderly and 
infirm  

Tel: 01942 215391 

www.orrellchiropody.co.uk 

General 

Maintenance/

Handyman 

Tiling/Fencing/

Flagging 

Gardening 

Kitchen and Bathroom Fits  

For a prompt and reliable service at 

affordable prices call Paul on 07954 

408653  

KEITH TATHAM 

Upholstery & Antique Renovations 

Furniture Repair & Re-styling 
CUSTOMER CAR PARKING 

TEL: 01942 727605 

WORKSHOP 

115-117 BOLTON ROAD 

ASHTON-IN-

MAKERFIELD 

MEMBER OF  

THE ASSOCIATION  

OF MASTER 

UPHOLSTERERS 

For advertising, please 
contact Rachel Webster 

on 01942 273453. 
 

For magazine delivery 
please contact Jack 

Stuart on 01942 276972 
 

Or to be added to the 
mailing list and receive 

the magazine online 
please visit  

www.stthomasstluke.org.uk  

 
to sign up! 
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R & T Lewis Catering 
70 Simpkin Street, Abram, Wigan, Lancashire WN2 5PT 

Home Telephone: 01942 861457       Mobile Telephone: 07889784512 
 

R&T Lewis catering is a family run catering business with  

an excellent reputation for delivering a first class service.   

Our experience in outside catering enables us to cater for any occasion.  

We specialise in the following 

Hot & Cold Buffet Service (7 Days a Week) 

 

Whatever the Occasion each function will receive our personal attention 

An Example of one of our popular funeral buffet is detailed below 

 
Assorted Fresh Cut Sandwiches  

(Ham/Turkey/Egg Mayo/ Cheese & Onion) 

Hot new Potatoes 
Assorted Quiche 

Whist Pie 
Sausage Rolls 

Open Finger Rolls 

Salmon &Cucumber 
Assorted Savouries 

Crisp Green Salad 
Cheese Board 

Assortment of Small Cakes 

Scones with Jam & Fresh 
Cream 

£4.00 per head 

 
Unlimited Tea & Coffee (for a small extra charge) 

At all functions staff provide a full service throughout:  
from the delivery, serving and the clearing away after the function.   

All buffets ordered can be delivered to either the venue or the home. 
We have varied hot & cold buffet menus as well as a varied choice of  

set meal menus, ensuring that all requirements can be met.   

All menus can be adapted to suit individual customer requirements. 

References and Testimonials are available on request. 
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FAMILY-RUN BUSINESS FOR OVER 20 YEARS 
 

   

 

LANDSCAPING, FENCING, PATIOS 
 

   

 

GARDENS DESIGNED AND BUILT 
 

   

 

PRIVATE AND COMMERCIAL GARDEN 
MAINTENANCE 

 
   

 

HEADSTONES AND GRAVES LEVELLED AND 
TIDIED UP 

 
 

PHONE: 01257 483561 
MOBILE: 07813 643930 

EMAIL: graham.bailey15@yahoo.co.uk  
 

Directors: G Bailey, C Bailey and L Bailey 
VAT Number 768/1716/00 Company Reg No. 4172616 
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St Thomas’ Flowers 

 

DATE 

 

LADIES ON DUTY 

2ND 

APR 

 

ALL LADIES—TIDY UP 

9TH 

APR 

ALL LADIES—DISMANTLE 

& MRS EDWARDSON, MRS COOK & MRS PILLING 

16TH 

APR 

 

MRS HIBBERT, MRS LYON & MRS DAVIES 

23RD 

APR 

 

MRS LAITES, MRS MALLEY, MRS VELLA & KAYLEIGH SPEAKMAN 

30TH 

APR 

 

MRS EDWARDSON, MRS COOK & MRS PILLING 

FLOWER GUILD DONATIONS 

 

In memory of loved ones from Marian Bullen. 

 

In loving memory of Mum from Joanna.       TOTAL £40 

FLOWERS IN CHURCH DURING APRIL 

DATE ALTAR  LADY CHAPEL 

3RD 

APR 

 

EASTER FLOWERS 

 

EASTER FLOWERS 

10TH 

APR 

 

VACANT 

 

VACANT 

17TH 

APR 

 

VACANT 

 

VACANT 

24TH 

APR 

 

VACANT 

 

VACANT 
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FLOWERS IN CHURCH DURING APRIL 

DATE  

3RD 

APR 

 

VACANT 

10TH 

APR 

 

VACANT 

17TH 

APR 

 

VACANT 

24TH 

APR 

 

In loving memory of Florence Ladyman from all the family 

 

Birthday and Anniversary remembrance of Harold Slack  

(14th and 25th April) A loving husband, Dad and Grandad 

From Edna, Ian, Susan &Graham and family 

 

Birthday remembrance of Nellie Thomas 

(29th April) A dear Mum and Nanna 

From her family 
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Please place your donation in an 

envelope with your full name and 

amount written on it. Please hand in 

at church or post to the vicarage.  

Please make any cheques payable 

to St Thomas’ PCC. If you want the 

donation to be for something spe-

cific, please write clearly on the en-

velope.  
 

Thank you. 

GIFT AID 

If you  are a UK tax payer and 

would like church to be able to 

claim back 25p for every £1 you 

donate, please  complete  a Gift 

Aid form or state on your enve-

lope that you  are a UK tax pay-

er, would like the donation to be 

Gift Aided and include your full 

name and address.  

St Thomas’ April Donations 

 
With Thanks for Home Communion:  Brenda Percival, Anon,  

Jean Rose Brown, Harry Winstanley, Jean Johnson, Margaret Rogers, 

Marion Bullen, Mary Shaw 
 

If you want to discuss any issues around wills and legacies please 

ring the Parish Treasurer Sarah Riley on 01942 722747 

 

Funds currently in use are: Africa Fund, Audio Visual, Church Hall, Building 

& Maintenance, Garden of Rest, General, Grave Maintenance, Heath 

Road Graveyard, Heating and Youth worker 

 

TOTAL DONATIONS RECEIVED BY ST THOMAS’ 

FOR APRIL 2016    £2140 

 

Other Donations:    St Thomas’s Bowling Club, Mrs Winter, Joanna Wooff, 

Jan Cornthwaite, Cheryl Johnson 

 

Legacy Gift from the Estate of Dorothy Delaney 
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In Loving Memory of 
 

My loving Mum and Mother -in-Law from Mrs Emily Topping  

 

Ray Bullough from St Thomas’s Bowling Club 

 

All Departed Members from St Thomas’s Bowling Club 
 

Birthday and Anniversary Remembrance of 
 

Harold Slack (14 and 25 April ), a loving Husband, Dad and Grandad  

From Edna, Ian, Susan, Graham and Family 

 

 

Birthday Remembrance of 

 
Anne Pennington (11th April ) a loving Wife, Mother and Grandmother  

From David 

 

Clara Shaw (29th April) a loving Mum and Grandma  

from Barbara, Malcolm and Family 

 

Doris, Gilbert and Walter Evans from Val and Roy 

 

Phil Unsworth (14th April), much-loved Auntie Phil 

From Clare, Phil and Matthew 

 

Thomas McIlwee, a dearly loved and always missed Dad and Grandad 

from Linda, Karen and families 

 

 
Anniversary Remembrance of 

 

Stuart Richard Collins (Stu) (20th April),  

A dearly loved son, brother and uncle, from his loving mum  

Jeanette and Family 

 

Gordon Bailey, a dearly loved Son, Brother and Uncle 

From Loving Mum Annie and Family 
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Z o o l a n d e r  I I  ( 1 2 A )  D i r e c t e d  b y  B e n  S t i l l e r 

Stars: Ben Stiller, Owen Wilson, Penelope Cruz, Cyrus Arnold, Kristen Wiig, Will 

Ferrell, Kyle Mooney, Jon Daly, Christine Taylor, and Justin Theroux 

In a Nutshell: Oh the beloved comedy sequel, what a tangled web it is that 

you weave. From the natural highs and giggles of Ace Ventura: When 

Nature Calls or 22 Jump Street through to the kinda' lows and diminished 

returns of The Hangover Part II and then even Hot Tub Time Machine 2, the 

genre of the comedy sequel has always been hard to really get spot on 

and nail, so could the man that is Derek Zoolander break this pattern? Well, 

if Derek wants to know where he is on the scale of these things, then I'd say 

that he's floating around somewhere in the centre of it all (say a Dumb and 

Dumber To or Anchorman 2) because while it's certainly not a disaster by a 

long way, it's still a tad hit and miss at times, which would be fine usually, but 

when the hype and anticipation for this has been so exciting for me 

especially given the first one is one of my favourite films, it's hard not to feel 

just a little bit miffed that it isn't all you hoped and more. But there's plenty of 

good still, the easy fact is that spending time with these characters and 

their world isn't 100% bad at all just simply because you love them already 

and it's simply so much fun.... and that's the difference in the end 

between this and it's predecessor. In the first movie, you simply 

laughed and enjoyed all the clever writing and witticisms 

throughout the plot, whereas here it's simply occasional witty 

writing but overall a whole host of re-heated gags from the first movie that 

are done in a different way but still it doesn't feel fresh enough and you do 

get some deja vu a lot of the time, and you just wonder if they're trying hard 

enough but then again thank goodness you get Will Ferrell as Mugatu who 

is once again stealing whole scenes and acting up a comic storm amongst 

a whole menangerie of amazing cameos, as well as providing some of the 

best moments of dialogue and comedy in the movie, though without 

mentioning too many spoilers. In the end, the hardline is that essentially if 

you're a massive Zoolander fan, then you'll find plenty here to enjoy but just 

try to lower those expectations as the gag rate is hit and miss... but 

thankfully both Ben and Owen are owning it in these roles and are just 

perfect as these characters. If you happen to see this review and think 'well 

he didn't sound that bothered.... why give it an 8?'. Basically that just shows 
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all of the good will that I have towards these characters and the actors in it 

and the scenarios... it is very hit and miss, but there is just still so much to enjoy 

from it all.... it's basically terrific fun and it won't change the world... and you 

don't need to be a good eugoogley to figure that out.... Rating: 8/10 

 

D e a d p o o l  ( 1 5 )  D i r e c t e d  b y  T i m  M i l l e r 

Stars: Ryan Reynolds, Morena Baccarin, TJ Miller, Ed Skrein, Brianna 

Hildebrand, Gina Carano, Karan Soni, Stefan Kapicic, Kyle Cassie, and 

Isaac.C.Singleton Jr 

In a Nutshell: We can all agree there's a lot of comic book movies can't we? 

But before we all jump up and down and shout out about how different 

Deadpool is, not we've had films like Blade and the KA movies before... so 

before you all yell, yes it's cool that there's a more grown up superhero movie 

but it's hardly earth shattering when you think about it.... so what does make 

this movie so unique and awesome to people? I think the answer ain't in it's 

content, more in it's title character and what he does and how he does it.... 

a insane, wise cracking and bonkers anti hero who constantly mocks the 

movie and its makers and constantly addresses the audience, breaking 

every 4th wall going.... and in this, Ryan Reynolds truly 

owns the movie and makes it his own as the title 

character... he is just winning in every single way and 

is probably the main reason this is so much fun. Don't 

get me wrong, the film is fun too... but it essentially 

winds up as your standard superhero story, with this 

insane character being the thing that really makes it 

stand out though. You get great support from 

Baccarin as his feisty love interest, Miller injects his 

usual humour, whilst Gina Carano kicks some butt in her limited screen time 

and there's a few fun cameos.... but essentially what this is in the end is a 

whole bunch of silly and naughty gags and a standard throw away plot held 

together by one of the most fun characters you'll ever meet in a movie... and 

that is enough to say you should go see it and have a blast, whilst hopefully 

the sequel will throw a bit more into the mix.... Rating: 8/10 
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Funerals - “May they rest in peace” 

12th 

Feb. 
Reginald Dickinson Saddle Court 83yrs 

24th 

Feb. 
Irene Duxbury Alton Close 91yrs 

25th 

Feb. 
Irene Moring Westwood House 91yrs 

TANGO 
TANGO at St. Marks Church,  

Haydock support and resource families within the 
Haydock/Ashton area by providing food; clothing; 

furniture and household items.  
 

If you have any items of furniture that you no 
longer want TANGO will collect Free Of 
Charge from your home. 

 
If you want more information about TANGO or to 

arrange a collection please ring: 01744 607388  
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Church Organisations in the Parish of 

St Thomas, Ashton-in Makerfield 

Boys Brigade 
Captain: Gareth Hamlett (07903866501 ) 

Anchor Boys (Tuesday: 5.45 p.m.) 
Olwen Wright (389595) 

Junior Section (Tuesday 6.45 p.m.) 
Kat Duckworth (07517486188) 

Company Section (Tuesday: 7.30 p.m.) 
Contact Gareth Hamlett  

Girl Guides 

Rainbows (Tuesday: 5.30 p.m.) 
Anne Wooff (724207) 

3rd & 4th Ashton Brownies 
(Wednesday and Thursday: 6.30 pm) 
Irene Taylor (Wednesday) (703410) 

Susan Hughes (Thursday) (725291) 

St Luke’s Brownies (Thurs: 6.15 p.m.)  
Susan Hughes (725291) 

3rd Ashton Guides & Ranger Guides 

(Tuesday: 7.15 p.m.) 
Rachel Starkie (718350)  

Music Group Mary Owen (203277) 

Sunday – 10.45 a.m. 
 

St Thomas’ Choir 

Sunday - 10.45 a.m. & 6.30 p.m. 

Practice – Thursday: 7.00 p.m. 
Paul Tushingham (711085) 

Coffee Mornings at St Thomas’ 

Tues - 10 a.m.  

Thurs - (after 9.45 a.m. communion) 
Barbara Taylor (205136) 

Children’s Sunday Clubs – 10.45 a.m. 

Bubbles (Pre-School) 

Splash (R-Y2), Xstream (Y3-Y6) 

Bell Tower (Y7-Y11)  
Sue Thomas (727275) 

sue@stthomasandstluke.co.uk  

 

 

St Luke’s Over Sixties 

Monday – 2.00 p.m. 

Meet at Stubshaw Cross Labour Club 

Wednesday Weenies 
Wed – 1.00 p.m.: Jan Cornthwaite 

(721626) 

St. Luke’s Donation Secretary 
Mike Pye (517318) 

Youth Work 
Sue Thomas (727275) 

St. Luke’s Treasurer 
John Boon 

Duke of Edinburgh’s Award (14-18+) 

Sunday 6.30pm Church Hall 
Ceri Mansell (727417) 

The PCC Secretary 

Dorothy Burgess (701542) 

dottib1@yahoo.co.uk  

St Thomas’ Mothers’ Union 
3rd Wed: 7.30 p.m.: Barbara Taylor (205136) 

Flower Guild 
Meta Laites (723679) 

Bowling Club 
Henry Hunter (712709) 
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Church Officials in the Parish of 
St Thomas, Ashton-in Makerfield 

Vicar 

Rev Jeremy Thomas 

(727275) 

Curate 
 

Administrator 

Rachael Campbell   

721484 Parish office 

Ordained Local Minister 

Rev Izzy Schafer 

(717300) 

Readers 

Malcolm Bold       Carole Pye 

(276379)                 (517318) 

Alan Harrison        
(718618)                 

Tricia Hancox        

(201540)                 

Scott Campbell     

(711086)                 

St Thomas’ Church Wardens 

Ken Laites 

(723679) 

Paula Gillespie 
(711270) 

Deputy Wardens -  

Barbara Taylor 

(205136) 

Nigel Robinson 
(726597) 

Electoral Roll Secretary 

Paul Weston  

(202649) 

St Luke’s Church Warden 

Carole Pye  

(517318) 

Treasurer (St Thomas) 

Sarah Riley  

(07712 584954)  

Church Architect 

Mr B. Schafer 

(717300) 

St Thomas’ Organist & Choirmaster 

Paul Tushingham 

(711085)  

Church Hall Secretary 

Rachael Campbell 

721484 (Parish Office) 

F.W.O. Secretary 

Jackie Wilson 

(712368) 

Gift Aid Secretary 

Clare Hayton 

(273183) 

St Thomas’ Donations Secretary 

Anita Archer 

(760082) 

Magazine Co-ordinator 

Jack Stuart 

(726972) 

Magazine Editor 

Rachel Webster 

(273453 - contact for advertising) 


